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A Message from the Council Chair

By CC Dave Stockum

@ A good question
=\ is “What does
~ 9) 0 the Council
S\ Chairperson

\ {do?”

Basically, there
are two main
responsibilities that go with the posi-
tion. One, the CC enables the Coun-
cil of Governors to effectively run the
Multiple District during their year in
office. Creating an agenda, along
with the MDS, for the Council of
Governors’ Meetings and chairing
the Meetings enables the CoG to
oversee and help enact legislation
that is needed to keep MD13 serving
Ohio Lions effectively.

The CC also acts as a resource person
for the CoG, as well as for all Lions
in the Multiple District.

A second responsibility of the CC is
to serve as the chairperson of the
GAT, the Global Action Team. The
GAT is made up of the Global Ser-
vice Team, the Global Leadership
Team, and the Global Membership
Team. In addition to MD13 officers,
these teams have officers in the
State’s seven sub-districts.  These
groups have a MDI13 Chairperson
elected annually by the incoming
District Governors who promotes
their respective aspects of MD13 Li-

onism. The CC mainly supports —
and to some degree directs — these
Lion leaders.

Lions Clubs International is suggest-
ing a New Voices Chairperson as a
new addition to the GAT. Although
it is not required yet, MD13 is in the
vanguard of multiples and districts
promoting this addition. Educating
Ohio Lions about New Voices will
be a major emphasis this year.

As Council Chairperson this year, it
is my goal to fulfill these responsibil-
ities to the best of my ability, and as a
subsidiary function, keep the mem-
bership of MDI13 informed of ser-
vice, governance, and growth in all
respects of Lionism. This special
edition of the State Newsletter intro-
duces new members of the GAT, as
well as highlighting the activity of
MDI13 Lions at the International
Convention in Boston.

I am looking forward to serving our
multiple district as the year progress-
es. International President Dr. Patti
Hill’s theme is Changing the World.
I believe small change(s) can make a
big difference!

Best wishes for this Lions Year in
respect to health, happiness and ser-
vice!

Serving with Pride Since 1920



Boston Conven-
tion Recap!

% Approximately 11,000 Lions, Leos

% and guests attended the 105th Lions
# International Convention in Boston,
¢ July 7 - 11, including a large delega-
& tion from Ohio.

The convention itself had a tremen-
£ dous number of things to offer Lions,
8 including service projects, entertain-
ment, seminars and demonstrations,
shopping for Lions Swag, inspirational speakers, great fellowship and a couple of challenges from our
new International President Patti Hill. And, of course, Boston offered up an amazing number of
thmgs to do from fine dining, boat tours and Fenway Park to museums, hlstory and great artwork!

'I-ii

Congratulations to the
Ohio State School for
the Blind Marching
Band which took sec-
ond place honors in
the High School Band
category in the annual
Parade of Nations on
July 8.

| MD-13 OHIO LIONS PRESENT [§

RON KELLER

Who doesn’t LOVE a PARADE P At top: T/ae incoming governors hold the MD73 baimer a/afz‘
In Middle: The Obhio State School for the Blind Marching Band wowed the spectators.
Above: Obio Lions showing support for our International Director Ron Keller!
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Boston Convention Pics!

. . Whag :
Moving clockwise from above: S The Lion porty
» Ar Bvolution cai

The Flag Ceremony never fails to impress! digital tools
* anngms ogether Multiple

Bisting

Iupeﬂem:e: And data store;
O O unified, Consistent

Lo}
USer BXperiance —
* Starting E—
& m“gér";;:t_: MYLCL Mytion Eﬂun
- -

9

N Our Logo and Name lit up the Boston Nights

e,

(7
-\ PIDs Steve Thornton and Steve Sherer share
=t a light moment on the convention floor.

D,
#(L2
&2

HMM’M““

ORLD
SERVING AW
1M NEED.

MD 13 E-Newsletter




Get to Know Your Service Leaders

PDG Bill Niejadlik (OH1)
2023-24 MD13 Sight & Hearing Chair

I am a Charter member of the
Sylvania Sunrise Lions Club
about to celebrate my 25th
year as a Lion. I have served
my club in all offices except
Treasurer. I have been Zone
Chair in 13A and with my
wife, Lion Ellie, served as
District Convention chairs
for 6 years. I became District
Governor of OHI serving in
2017-18. I have been a
member of S & H for 8 years, serving as Chair the
last 3 years.

Lion Bill Niejadlik

Sight and Hearing is involved with promoting vision
screening, especially with preschool children. Last
year alone we screened over 10,000 children in our
state. Children that are referred, are offered our ser-
vices in getting professional eye exams and glasses
as needed. If a child with lazy eye goes untreated,
they have a high likelihood of losing peripheral vi-
sion as an adult.

All donations to S&H are distributed as follows:

76% Pilot Dogs 12% Prevent Blindness Ohio
3%. Voice Corps 3% News Reel

3% Columbus Speech & Hearing

3% Sight and Hearing Foundation

Last year, under CC Kevin Reidy, we petitioned
Ohio State legislators to help in endorsing the
PlusOptix vision machine to use in all Ohio Public
Schools. Results have been lukewarm. They agree
with our agenda, but do not want to rock the boat
with the Ohio Department of Health. We will ap-
proach them again this year and hopefully we’ll get a
better result.

We are looking forward to serving this year’s Coun-
cil of Governors.

Any questions or concerns, please contact me or any
committee member.

Email me at: rugguy522@msn.com @

Page 4

Lion Dr. Brenda Toler (OHS)
2023-24 MD13 Global Hunger Chair

Lion Dr. Brenda Toler is a
Charter Member (2011) of The
Worthington Noon Lions Club
in which she has served as a
director and is currently in her
~ third year as the club’s Com-
munity Service Chair. In June
of 2023, Lion Brenda was giv-
en the honor of being installed
: as the President of the club. In
Lion Brenda Kay Toler 2022, her service was recog-

nized by her fellow Lions with
the Journey of Hope award. Most recently she was
invited to be the MD13 Coordinator of the Global
Causes Hunger Program.

Lion Brenda is a retired Educational Administrator
from Worthington City Schools where she was a
trailblazer as the first Black Administrator hired into
the district. She earned a B.S., Masters and Ph.D.
from OSU and completed post-doctoral work at Har-
vard University in Educational Administration.

Since retirement Lion Brenda has served as a con-
sultant and a community volunteer. She has served
on numerous Boards and holds membership and of-
fices in several civic, social, and religious organiza-
tions. She enjoys traveling, gardening, music, Card
Ministry and being an avid OSU Buckeye Fan.

As the new MD13 Hunger Coordinator, I realize that
whenever Lions Clubs get together and collaborate
with agencies, schools, community services and
business, problems get smaller, and communities get
better. We serve to ensure all community members
have access to nutritious foods.

Since our theme this year is “Changing the World”
our Hunger Team will work on that mission through
one service project at a time. We want to encourage
our clubs to volunteer at a food bank or pantry, pre-
pare and serve meals at a homeless shelter, donate

Continued on next page...
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Get to Know Your Service Leaders

VCC & PDG Mike Kerek (OHS) — 2023-24 MD13 Pediatric Cancer Chair

NOTE: VCC Mike is also Exec.
Dir. of Ohio Lions Pediatric
Cancer Foundation (OLPCF).

Contact: mjkerek@msn.com

I joined Lions in February
1999. Within 3 months I was
3rd VP for the Columbus
Southeast Lions and I have-
n’t looked back. I transferred
to Reynoldsburg in 2012 be-
cause work dictated I be a
part of an evening club.

Lions Joy & Mike Kerek

I have held every club officer position except treas-
urer. [ have also served in many positions at the
District level, including GMT, GLT, CST,
IT/Communications, Pediatric Cancer Chair, Zone
Chair, District Administrator and went through the
chairs twice, serving as District Governor in 2018-19
and this year as well. This year | was elected by my
peers as Vice Council Chair, an honor to be sure.
But the roles I value most are the ones having to do
with pediatric cancer: OHS5 co-coordinator for the
Super Braxton 5K Pediatric Cancer Run/Walk,
OLPCF ED, and the MD13 Pediatric Cancer Chair.

I was first affected by the disease when I lost a class-
mate in 5™ grade to cancer in 1975. In 1985, while
working at a pediatric cancer camp, I got to know an
11 year old who had just lost a leg, and was angry
because he would never play baseball again. We had

long talks about not giving up, and in letters I re-
ceived after camp, his attitude had improved consid-
erably...then the letters stopped. I learned why the
next summer as he didn’t return. That hit me hard.

In October 2015 I participated in RLLI Level 3. Our
group was tasked with creating a legacy project for
the Lions Centennial. During the brain storming ses-
sion [ suggested pediatric cancer. That idea was
adopted. Lion Kirby Witmer suggested doing a se-
ries of 5K walks as the method, and we had a plan.
We called them STEPS walks.

From the first VERY humble walks in 2017 to now
having a successful Foundation, with every district
continuing their STEPS programs, it has been a jour-
ney. Not always easy, not always successful, but we
made it viable. Along the way we increased aware-
ness of this disease across Ohio, both in and out of
Lions, and we have raised over $250,000 and count-
ing for research and assistance to families in need.

We are making a difference. We just need to contin-
ue growing awareness and fundraising. These are the
areas where I hope I, and our district reps, can posi-
tively impact this year.

Outside of Lions, I am a worship leader in my
church and enjoy spending time with friends and my
wife of 31 years, Lion Joy.

Continued from previous page—Lion Dr. Brenda Kay Toler

canned goods, stuff “snack pack” book bags or buddy boxes to distribute through school pantries, work with
AARP Foundations local assistance directory, share information on social media, organize competitive food

drives between schools/churches, drive for Meals on Wheels, sponsor a hungry family, start a community gar

den, volunteer in schools to teach kids about hunger, celebrate World Food Day on October 16" and make
hunger awareness flyers to distribute to local businesses.

The possibilities to address hunger in our communities through education and implementing our club action
plans are endless. We are better together, and I am so excited and look forward to working with the other
Global Causes Coordinators under the leadership of our impactful Council Chairperson, PDG Dave Stockum.

For more info on Global Hunger Service, contact: drbktoler@gmail.com
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Get to Know Your Service Leaders

Lion Ernie Richmann (OH4)
2023-24 MD13 Diabetes Chair

S | am a 40-year member
of the Painesville Lions
% | and have served in sever-
g al roles, including club
W& president, treasurer, cur-
| rently  secretary  and
il membership chair.

‘ At the district level, I
have served as LCIF Co-
ordinator, Peace Poster
Chair & Diabetes Chair. |
am the webmaster for the Lions Eye Program
(lionseyeprogram.com). I attended the Lions Leader-
ship Institute for 2 years and am a guiding Lion as
well as a Dick Bryan and Melvin Jones Fellow.

Lion Ernie Richmann and
grandson Aiden

This year 1 will be serving as the MD13 Diabetes
Coordinator. Two years ago I applied for a $60,000
Diabetes grant with the help of our OH4 LCIF Coor-
dinator. The funds were used to renovate the cabins
at Camp Ho Mita Koda, a camp for diabetic children
located in Newbury, Ohio. District lions have held
several work days at the camp doing various jobs
including building a handicap ramp to one of the
cabins and splitting wood for the camp’s fire ring.
Clubs have also donated TREX benches to the camp

I have given several Diabetes presentations to Lions
clubs and other groups and would consider giving a
presentation at the Winter Retreat, State Convention,
or at a club meeting.

I am currently promoting the JDRF (Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation) Walk to be held October
22 at the Cleveland Zoo. To learn more and to regis-
ter go to http://www2.jdrf.org/goto/oh4lions.

To register for the JDRF Walk in Pittsburgh on Oc-
tober 28 go to http://www2.jdrf.org/goto/oh7lions

To register for the JDRF Walk in Toledo on Septem-
ber 9 go to http://www2.jdrf.org/goto/ohl1lions

To Contact Lion Ernie: ©

erichmann49@yahoo.com -

Lion Kirby Witmer (OHS)
2023-24 MD13 Environmental Chair

Kirby has been a member
of the Columbus North-
ern Lions Club since
2009. He is serving his
third year as president
and has served as Tail
Twister.

B8\ "\ | On the District level, he
\| served two years as Zone
" |Chair and was CST for
2015-2016. Kirby served
on the District Eye Care
Fund for seven years, and
served on the Memorial Tournament Committee for
eight years. Kirby attended three levels of RLLI and
was a founding member of STEPS for Ohio Lions.
Kirby is a Melvin Jones Fellow and received an In-
ternational Presidents Award from LCI President Joe
Preston.

To Contact Lion Kirby:
kirbyw7@outlook.com

According to LionsClubs.org: We’ve seen how our
stewardship of natural resources can improve quality
of life and increase engagement in our local commu-
nities. Our environment is more than a background:
it’s our home. And we’re committed to caring for it.

Lions and Leos serve to strengthen the relationship
between the community and its environment. We’ve
seen how our stewardship of natural resources can
improve quality of life and increase engagement in
our local communities.

Our strategic objective is to sustainably protect and
restore our environment to improve the well-being of
all communities. Examples of how to do this are
tree planting, plastic recycling, cleaning trash from
roadways — the possibilities are endless!
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Lion Tamarra Parker-Stephens (OH?7)
2023-24 MD13 New Voices Chair

Contact: LionTamarra@gmail.com

I’ve been a Millersport Lion for 17 years, have served in
my club as President, Service, Membership chairs, and
Leo Club advisor. I have served OH7 in several roles, in-
cluding GST for three years, and currently as GET and
Zone 5 Chair. I am a PMJF, certified Guiding Lion, have
completed RLLI Level 1, and this year, earned my Doctor-
ate from Lions University. | am also the Millersport Lions
Sweetcorn Festival Corn Booth & Heritage Village Chairs.

Today, I am excited to reintroduce you to LCI’s New
Voices platform. “New Voices means new ideas,” accord-
ing to PIP Gudrun Yngvadottir, LCI’s first female presi-
dent.

Beginning as a celebration of women’s contributions to
Lions, the New Voices platform seeks to increase the num-
ber of women, young adults and the underrepresented
within Lions. It is about hearing the unheard and sharing
new ideas and learning from each other. It encourages
clubs to be innovative by trying new things, while helping
Lions to grow personally and professionally.

New Voices has the goal of sharing stories locally to in-
spire others and to promote the organization to non-Lions.
Inspired Lions are likely to serve more, recruit more, be-
come better leaders, and spread the message of Lionism.

One of my goals for the New Voices initiative is to at-
tend as many district cabinet meetings and conventions
as possible to get the word out about this important
platform. I also intend to present sessions at both win-
ter retreat and State Convention.

Please reach out to me for additional resources, including
marketing and outreach materials, and guidance on grant
funding for New Voices workshops.

d Pictured is PIP Gud-
w run Yngvadottir with
Lion Tamarra Parker-
Stephens at the recent
Lions  International
Convention.

District Cabinet
Meeting Schedule

Note: Districts in RED indicate CC Dave is scheduled to
attend

August 13 OH7 (Beverly)
OH4
OH6
August 19 OHS (State Office — 9:30am)
OH2 (Loudonville - 1:00pm)
OH3 (Cambridge)

August 27 OH1 (Waynesfield)

Nov 5 OHG6 (TBD)

OH7 (Millersport)

Nov 11 OH3 (Broadview Heights)
OHI1 (Napoleon)
OHS5 (Northridge)

Nov 12 OH4 (TBD)

The following Cabinet Meetings are ones that CC Dave
plans to attend:

November 9 OH2 (TBD)

February 11 OH7 (Millersport)

February 17 OH3 (Wooster)

February 18 OH4 (TBD) or OH1 (McComb)

February 24 OHS5 or OH6 (locations TBD)
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Keeping Up with the Kellers

Boston Edition!

International Director Ron and Lion Kitty Keller arrived in Boston on 8
July 3 to attend the 105™ Lions International Convention. That night the
MD33 Lions hosted the international board, executive officers, staff and
spouses at Venezia Restaurant overlooking Boston Harbor. It was an oppor-
tunity for the Keller’s to reconnect with numerous Massachusetts Lions that
they had met the previous February as their ID guests for the district 33N
Convention and a MD33 Council of Governors Meeting. The biggest differ-
ence this time was it wasn’t a chilly -30 degrees below zero.

Board committee meetings started on July 4 for ID Ron while Lion Kitty was
kept busy with service projects at
the National Braille Press and a
tour of Salem. During the eve-
nings there was a dinner at the
il John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum, with Tim Shriver, CEO of Special Olym-
| pics, and on another night, they enjoyed the Boston Red Sox vs.
® Texas Rangers game at Fenway Park. A final board meeting was
held with IP Brian Sheehan recognizing the outgoing internation-
al directors.

Tim Shriver, CEO of Special
Olympics, addresses the Lions
Board

'\ N On a hot, humid July 8, ID Ron and Lion Kitty enjoyed the oppor-
Bl tunity to march in the Parade of Nations with the Ohio Lions del-

International President Brian Sheehan says ooation and the Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band. It
goodbye to the Board

was their first experience of watching [”
the parade in its entirety. Then on the
morning of July 9, the Keller’s attend-
ed the Midwest Breakfast.

Although the Keller’s were seated in
reserved seating at the base of thef
stage for every convention plenary ses- |
sion, they had no problem hearing or
seeing the Ohio Lions within the mas-
sive Boston Convention Center.

Lions Kitty Keller and Mary Ellen Sherer join ID Ron Keller
and PID Steve Sherer in the Parade of Nations
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Keeping Up with the Kellers

Boston Edition!

The highlight of the closing session was the swearing in of IP Dr. Patti Hill and the 2023-2024 District Gov-
ernors, plus the unveiling of the new theme “Changing the World” and the launch of the “Mission 1.5 to
expand global membership by 2027 to 1.5 million.

On July 11, ID Ron was asked by IP Dr. Patti if he would accept the chairmanship of the International Mem-
bership Development Committee for the coming year. He gladly accepted the challenge. The committee will
consist of Vice Chair ID Ramakrishnan Mathanagopal of India, ID Bal Krishna Burlakoti of Nepal, Luis
Castillo Gamboa of Panama, PIP Gudrun Yngvadottir of Iceland, and Leo-Lion Board Liaison Alicia Ki-
ri Beer of Canada.

Before departing for home on July 13, the last three days in Boston were spent in committee and board meet-
ings for the Keller’s as they begin their second year of global service. This time also gave them the opportuni-
ty to say their good-byes to the outgoing directors and spouses/partners while getting to know the new first-
year directors and their spouses/partners.

ID Ron and Lion Kitty spent the week following the convention enjoying some quality time with their daugh-
ter Katie and three grandsons from Florida and oldest son _
Adam and wife Kristin and two granddaughters before|
heading out to District 8-S in Louisiana for five days in July as |
their ID guests for a leadership conference. P

A Note from ID Ron & Kitty Keller

“The Lions International Board and Executive Officers appreci-
ated immensely the generous donation that was made by
MD-13 Ohio Lions to the Lions Club International Foundation
in their honor during the Boston Convention.”

Lions Ron & Kitty

International Director Ron Keller and Lion Kit-
ty Keller at the first Board Meeting of the 2023-
24 Lions Year
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Changing the World

il

International President Patti Hill's motto is "Changing
\ ‘ the World." Council Chairperson Dave is a proponent
of her idea that by making small choices, we can make
a big difference in our communities, our multi-

ple district and our world!

MD13 - Ohio Lions Events

August 5-6: COG Meeting at the State Lions HQ in Grove City, Lunch Provided. Ice
Cream Truck on Sunday!

Sept 21-23: USA / Canada Lions Leadership Forum, Reno, Nevada
November 4: COG Meeting at COLEB offices, 262 Neil Avenue, Columbus. Lunch at
11:00 am, meeting to follow N

Jan 12-14, 2024:  Winter Retreat at Salt Fork State Park

.. ;m/? '
May 17, 2024: COG Meeting at the State Convention \m

Feb 10, 2024: COG Meeting at the State Lions HQ in Grove City




