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An Interview with Outgoing CC Kevin Reidy

(We saved this “up close and personal” interview with CC Kevin Reidy for the last issue of the MD13 newsletter
so that he would have an opportunity to reflect on his year at the helm!)

0. Looking back on the past year, what was YOUR (personal) most
satisfying moment/event -- and WHY?

Facilitating LCI PR Grants to further develop Lions marketing and
visible presence through social media platforms. The future is now
regarding the impact of technology upon Lions membership growth. [ am
so proud of the team and contracted services providers that not only
provided the five Lions causes in a video format, but also the successor
videos to be deployed in 2023-2024! The targeted views of these videos
show an increased knowledge about who we are and what we do as
Lions.

Is there anything you had hoped to do, when you came into the position
last July, that you got started, but hasn't yet come to fruition? (If so, what
Steps are you taking to try to see it get finished?)

Absolutely, it has been new club growth within MD13. The 2021-2022 DG’s set a lofty goal of adding two new
clubs in each district, as a component of and LCI Membership Development grant. The results were
underwhelming, with one new club and three club branches added in MD13. However, the notion of Lions
anchoring service as a social and impactful group in communities has merit. A new club in each district would
result in a plus membership of between 140-175 new Lions. Steps taken to address this issue included
conversations with the MD13 GMT-C and AMDT to include a budgeted line item onto the 2023-2024 budget
for new club growth. Incentivizing the GMT with $500.00 for each district to establish a new club, would
relieve sponsoring club(s) of some financial responsibility, engage district PDG Associations to partner with the
GMT to identify and assess club viability in new communities, and to promote the idea of specialty clubs within
each district in MD13.




What words of wisdom will you pass on to incoming Council Chair Dave Stockum?

Be a facilitator. Leadership styles are as diverse as the day is long (in the summer). CCe Dave is an excellent
communicator, which will serve him well in assisting the District Governors in meeting or exceeding their
respective goals. Frequent engagement of the COG, GAT and State Committees, including virtually, has
enhanced the quality of our organization. I know CCe Dave’s passion as a Lion will lead to a successful year.

O. I'm sure you have visited a whole lot of clubs, and attended a great many functions in your role as Council
Chair, this year. What are some of those experiences that stick out in your mind -- because they were fun,
because they were impressive, because they were surprising?

There are three events that marked my service as Council Chair that resonate: 1) participating in a new club
charter celebration, the only new club in MD13 in 2022-2023, the Columbus East Side Lions club. This new
OHS club is a reflection upon the common goal to serve mankind. The diversity of its members and experiences
they share will yield a strong service-oriented organization. 2) participating in a centennial charter night,
celebrating OH2’s Lorain Lions club’s century of service. 3) participating in all seven districts’ Cabinet
meetings. Lions are local; as Council Chair, it was important that I observe firsthand the dynamics in each
district, the causes dear to each district and the variety of club representation from each district’s Lions Cabinet.

Q. What was the most unexpected part of your role as Council Chair?

Facilitating the LCIF Board’s revised Multiple District representation, both on the state and district level.
Approved in Montreal and effective in the 22-23 Lions year, | knew the process of implementation would be
resisted, yet necessary, for LCIF to move forward with its post Campaign 100 mission to humanity. I believe
the end result was to find a state coordinator who has cultivated relationship building, through monthly virtual
meetings, to develop a cohesive, goal-oriented team. I am excited to see what future LCIF donations from
MD13 will translate into for disaster relief and humanitarian aid.

Any final words you'd like to pass along?
I am humbled by the experience of serving as Council Chair for MD13, and grateful to those Lions who
counseled, encouraged and mentored my Lions journey along the way. It has also been great deal of fun!
Thank you, Lions, for your faith in me and the opportunity to serve!

2022-2023 CC Kevin Reidy

We were honored to welcome
LCI 1% Vice President Patti Hill
to the MD13 Convention




Comments from OH1 District Governor Dave Stockum
Upon Learning of His Selection as
2023-24 Council Chairperson

DGe’s, for your confidence and kindness in selecting me for this
position, and fellow DG’s, for your respect and friendship, I thank you
very much. [ will do my best. Since my induction as a Lion, [ have
been guided by these ideas offered in the Lions Code as the basis of
that commitment. Hold friendship as an end and not a means. Bear in
mind your obligations as a citizen of this nation, this state and your
community and give them your unswerving loyalty in word, act and
deed. Aid others by giving sympathy to those in distress, help to the
weak, and financial support for the needy. (And please) Be careful in
criticism and liberal in praise. We need more than ever to honor the
wisdom of our Association’s founders.

One way we can do this is by increasing our service through growing our membership. Ohio’s own Jim
Coffey said this in his 1993 Inauguration Speech as the President of the Lions Clubs International. “The
most obvious example in emphasizing our standing as a service club is to invite women to become members.
Women in every community possess the individual skills and enthusiasm to make the local Lions clubs still
more effective in meeting their service obligations. They're doing it now! By the thousands! Lions clubs
with women on their rolls demonstrate quite clearly that it's more important to be successful than exclusive.
We must not be exclusive!”

In a recent email offered by International Director Ron Keller, he points out that 51 per cent of Ohio’s
population is female, and about one-quarter of Ohio’s population is non-white. Are one-quarter of our
members non-white? I believe Lion Tamarra Parker-Stevens pointed out earlier today that 32 per cent of
Ohio Lions are women. That’s not close to 51 per cent! To echo PIP Coffey, who told our association, (and
I will add the phrase our multiple district), “We must not be exclusive.”

Some of these words were penned in Chicago over a century ago, others were stated by an esteemed and
loved Ohio Lion thirty years ago, and still others emailed by a current Ohio Lion sitting on the International
Board of Directors this past month. Let’s honor their leadership. Good people are serving their
communities in a multitude of ways all across our state. Let’s ask them, regardless of gender, race, or creed,
to join us in serving the Lions’ way.

As the Lions Prayer says, “Oh, God of this great universe, I thank thee for the wonderful opportunity you
have given me in being a member of a Lions club, which we believe is one of the greatest humanitarian
organizations in the world. Help us all to continue the good work we are doing, so when the time comes to
leave this world of ours, we will leave it with the satisfaction of knowing that we have done our share as true
lions in helping others for the good of humanity. Amen”




From GST Coordinator Kerry Parker — We Serve (a lot!)

Thank you to all of the Lions that have been collecting pill bottles for our state collection. So many volunteers -
collecting, transporting, sorting, cleaning and counting. At the state convention, we were able to sort and
package 10,500 bottles to Matthew 25 Ministries for use in medical supply boxes. An estimated 3,000 bottles
were taken to a recycling center. Wow! (See pictures on the next page.)

For clubs that wish to continue this project, keep the following guidelines in mind. Bottles for reuse must be
delivered to Matthew 25 Ministries ready to be put into the supply boxes. This means - clean bottles, inside and
out. No labels or sticky residue. Bottles must have a lid. Bottles should be organized into gallon-sized zip-lock
type bags. For more details, see: https://m25m.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/M25M_PillBottles.pdf

For bottles that cannot be completely cleaned... At the moment, these just have to go in the trash. BUT, save the
caps! Local youth organizations can use the caps for bench recycling programs.
See: https://www.greentreeplastics.com.

Most pill bottles are resin 5 plastic. While many recycling centers now take Type 5 plastic, they do not

accept pill bottles (the plastic is too hard to melt or cut up). The Global Service Team is currently reaching out
to locate a company that we can send these pill bottles.to to be recycled. Until we find one, the hard colored
plastic bottles should be disposed of with your trash.

Service Reporting 2023-2024
For all club officers and service reporters...

Hopefully by now you are all aware that the MyLion/MyLCI program that we use for our
reports is getting an upgrade. Some things you can expect:

o The system is not shutting down! You will continue to be able to access reports,
information and service reporting through these websites.

o If your email address is your username, this should stay the same. If your cell phone
number 1s your username, you will be asked to create a new login based on your member
number. * Your information is tied to your member number, so everything should
transfer to the new email username just fine.

o The most recent timeframe that we have gotten for the transition is September.

« Once you log in and see the new interface, there will be a learning video linked to the
page to walk you through everything. Watch for emails from your district GLT and GST
for Zoom training on how to use the new site.

« PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF YOUR SERVICE REPORTS from July 1 to the
transition date. You may be able to input them on the current MyLion site, but we don’t
know for sure. We are hoping that all service reports will transfer over to the new system,
but that was not the case in 2017. Better safe than sorry.

o !l All membership (MyLCI) information that is input WILL carry over. Do not
worry about inputting new members or updating members’ information on MyLClI this
summer and fall. This information is tied to a member number in the system and WILL
TRANSFER to the new interface.

If you have questions or concerns about this technology transition, please contact PDG Ric Houser
(ranger3201(@gmail.com) or PCC Kerry Parker (kep121(@msn.com) for more information.




Lots of pictures...
Lots of people...

LOTS OF PILL BOTTLES!!!
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MAY 20, 2023 |
OHIO LIONS STATE CONVENTION 09 g

The Annual Membership Meeting of OLERF was called to order by Lion Nancy Brown, OLERF Trustee
President. She introduced PDG Myron Amstutz, Treasurer and PCC Lydia Houser, Executive Director. This is
a requirement per our OLERF Constitution and By-Laws. Lion PDG Myron Amstutz, OLERF Trustee
Treasurer, reported OLEREF is alive and well and allocated the following funds in 2022-23:

Allocations for 2022 — 2023 were as follows:

Research Grants.............ccoovviiiiinnn.n. $198,983.00
Bryan Diabetes............cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiinn $40,000.00
Fellowships........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiinne, $143,403.00
AMD. .. $90,000.00
Lois Hagelberger Huebner
Young Investigator Award...... 1e99s-+-3213,976.00
TOTAL........... $686,362.00

Total contributions of the Districts as of May 16, 2023
Are $74,973.56, an increase of $ .14 over 2022.

The Foundations Total Assets as of May 11, 2023 are
$2,206,875.27.

PCC Lydia Houser stated OLERF had another busy year:

* Thanked the Ohio Lions for their continued support and donations.

* Ohio Lions donations are making a difference. We have projects going on in Macular Degeneration,
Diabetes, Glaucoma, Cataracts as well as general research to eradicate eye related issues in fourteen research
projects, by Ohio researchers.

» We are in our 71 year since forming of the committee and 66 years as a 501(c)3 tax exempt
foundation.

* OLEREF has brochures available, and you can get them from any OLEREF trustee. Also, suggested to
visit the OLERF display during convention.

* There are several videos available concerning the research being conducted from our grants. They are
great for meetings to show lions that we are truly making a difference. You can ask our trustees to be a speaker
at a meeting.

* There is never a donation that is too small. Recommended lions to visit our website to learn more
about OLERF.

Lion Nancy Brown asked for a motion for adjournment. IPCC Kerry Parker motioned and IPDG Deb Mosier
seconded to adjourn; motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

LYDIA M. HOUSER
Executive Director
OLERF



Ohio Lions Youth Committee News

Submitted by State Youth Chair PCC Darlene Roll

THANK YOU from the Ohio Lions Youth Committee

The members of the Ohio Lions Youth Committee thank all Lions Clubs, individual members, and communities
for your support of youth projects during the 2022-2023 Lions year. Activities that your participation, financial
donations, and sponsorship helped to provide:

1.

2.

Peace Poster Contest 2022-2023 — “Lead with Compassion”.
a. Kyren Leisure - state winner. Sponsored by Jeffersonville Lions Club (OH6).
Ohio Leo Scholarship Awards — Two (2) $500 scholarships were awarded to Leo Club members statewide.
a. Emma Schobeloch — Waverly Leo Club (OH6)
b. Cadence Munger — Fairborn Leo Club (OH6)
Leo of the Year
a. Ohio Leo of the Year — Anah Mahoney — Muskingum Valley Leo Club (OH7)
b. LCI Leo of the Year — Lydia Szary — Fairborn Leo Club (OH6)
Leo Club of the Year
1% Place Tie - Colonel Crawford Leo Club (OH2) - Right to Read Day
1% Place Tie — Waverly Leo Club (OH6) — Food Drive for Pike County Outreach Food Pantry
2" Place — Fairborn Leo Club (OH6) — Football for Food Drive
3 Place — Muskingum Valley Leo Club (OH7) — Christmas Auction for Pediatric Cancer and
Diabetes Research
e. Honorable Mention — Field Leo Club (OH4) — Magic Yarn Project
f. Honorable Mention — Newton Leo Club (OHS5) — Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Liberty Day booklets provided to students and others.
a. The Ohio Lions Youth Committee has Liberty Day booklets available for sale at $1.00 each. These
pocket-size books contain a copy of the Declaration of Independence and The U.S. Constitution.
There are Lions Clubs throughout Ohio who work with local schools to present programs using these
booklets.
Ohio Leo Pin purchases
a. Ohio Leo pin purchases help fund some of the Youth Committee activities.
b. Leo Pins are available for 2023 (ran out, re-ordered and will soon be available), 2022, and 2021.
Available at $2.00 each.
Have a question? Please Email youth@ohiolions.org.
Thanks again for your support!
The Ohio Lions Youth Committee:
OH1/Darlene Roll, OH2/James “J.J.” Jeavons, OH3/James Feils, OH4/Pat Bissler,
OH5/Gary Holloway, OH6/Robert Borger, and OH7/Fred Boring.
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Lions Clubs International

FOUNDATION

The LCIF Coordinators are busy wrapping up the year, as I'm sure you are also. We
have much to look forward to in these last 4 weeks. Coming up is the LCIF Tellathon 3
on June 4. This is our chance to really shine this year with LCIF donations, as well as
providing funding for the great work LCIF does. Please make sure that all your clubs
know about it.

Lion Doc and | visited all seven district conventions plus the MD13 State Convention
this year and set up the LCIF display. Everyone was welcoming and genuinely
interested in learning more about LCIF. | want to thank all the districts and MD13 that
allowed us to hold a Melvin Jones Raffle at their conventions. These raffles have
added donations to LCIF that we wouldn't have otherwise gotten as well as giving the
winning Lion the opportunity to become a MJF or PMJF. These raffles are approved
and promoted by LCIF and LCI as an appropriate fundraiser for LCIF. | welcome the
opportunity to have a discussion with anyone concerned about these raffles.

As of today we have 30 new Melvin Jones Fellows in MD13 this year. This makes our
total for the multiple district 4799 MJF and 245 Progressive MJF's. That represents
$5,044,000 of support to LCIF.

The fundraising goal for MD 13 this year was $256,046. As of today (5/17) our cash in
hand is $328,163! That's 128% of our goal! That's a little over $72,000 ahead of our
goal. We were given a challenge by our LCIF Regional Resource in Oakbrook to reach
150% of our goal. | know of another $12,000 that has been sent in and I'm sure some |
don't know about. So now you see how important this tellathon is! We have also
significantly increased our individual donations. | won't have those final numbers for a
few weeks.

| have enjoyed representing our multiple district in supporting our Foundation. Anytime
you have a fundraising idea for LCIF feel free to let me know. Your help is always
welcome.

Make a great day,
%/

IPDG Deb Mosier /Ié' Eor
MD13 LCIF Coordinator



Dues Increase Approved at State Convention

Lions,

I wanted to alert you of the results of the May 20 Multiple District 13(MD13) State Convention. The $5.00 dues
increase passed 129 FOR, and 30 AGAINST, or an 81% approval. This will take effect in the July 1, 2023
billing cycle.

Just as a reminder, the first dues increase at the Lions Clubs International (LCI) of $3.00 also goes into effect
July 1. All Lions clubs need to plan for these increases.

To the delegate Lions that approved the proposed Constitutional MD13 amendment, thank you. To the delegate
Lions that voted against the amendment, thank you as well; we always need Lions to encourage alternative
ways that the Ohio Lions can grow. Together we can work to address our issues in Ohio: communities without
Lions serving, Lions that choose to step away, and the future Lions to grow us into the next generation of
service. With more ideas, we have more choices.

Yours in Service,
PDG Norman Cupps
2022-2023 Finance and Long Range Planning Advisory Committee Chair

From District OH2 Governor Cindy Beat
Hello OH2 Lions,

It is FINALLY here, warm weather!! Some clubs take the summer off, others continue to serve their
communities. Continue to look for new people that may be interested in joining your club. Get them involved
and introduce them to the rest of the club. Make them feel welcome and wanting to return to the fellowship of
Lions. CC Kevin’s membership challenge goes till the end of June, along with my incentive. How many new
members will your club bring in?? As I write this, we are at a -24 for the year. My goal was to be a +25. WE
CAN DO THIS!!

I was pleased to help with the Service Project at our State Convention last weekend. We collected over 13,000
pill bottles that were taken to Matthew 25 Ministries. What I was disappointed in was that at least 3,000 were
unusable due to still having the labels on, sticky, or not cleaned inside. (They were taken to a recycling
facility) If your club is collecting these, please take a minute to go to Pill Bottle Donations - Matthew 25
Ministries | Matthew 25: Ministries (m25m.org) to see what is acceptable and how they should be handled.
Hello OH2 Lions,

Also at the State Convention, the dues increase issue passed. So effective July 1, this year, the state dues will
be $5. It has been many years since we had an increase. The Council of Governors saw the need and made the
decision to keep it as low as possible. Losing members does not help the decrease in income, another reason to
recruit new people to become Lions.

Lions, it has been my privilege to have been your District Governor this past year. No, it didn’t go the way I
had hoped it would and wish that I could go back and do it over again, but that can’t happen, as PDG’s can no
longer repeat as DG. I thank you all for the hospitality shown to me and whoever came along to the
visitations. Keep doing what we do, WE SERVE!!

District OH2 Governor, Cindy Beat
My visitation schedule:

June 6 Vermillion Lions June 20 Bascom Lion
June 14 Norwalk Lions June 26 Tiffin Lions
June 16 Ashland Specialty Club (info meeting) June 27 Bloomville Lions

June 17 GAT meeting/Zone Chair School June 28 Sandusky Lions



WE SERVE BECAUSE WE CARE »

.4 Al Lions District 13 OH3 I@y

The only Lions District in the world to produce two >
Lz ea¥ International Presidents: W. R. Dick Bryan and Jim Coffey.

Fellow Lions of Ohio

Can you see the light at the end of the tunnel? This Lion’s year is almost over! But we
have one piece of unfinished business. We must finish the year with more Lions than we
started. And right now, we aren’t there.

District OH3 finished last year with positive numbers, so we know it’s not such a difficult
task. We will do it again and so can every district. And it’s easier than you think.

Lions International has a great guide for recruiting. It looks like this:
And you can download it here: http://e-
district.org/userfiles/493/file/Just%20Ask%20-%20me300.pdf

It is loaded with ideas and options.

But in our experience, it's so simple you won’t need the guide. The
experience I'm referring to was the last growth campaign we ran at the
Doylestown Lions Club. 24 new, mostly YOUNG, members. Most were
young couples. Because that was our target.

We targeted young folks not just for their energy and ideas, but to insure the longevity
of our club. Our Lions are so vital to our community, we were determined to keep it for
another 90 years.

And what we learned from these young folks was priceless. When we asked why they
never joined Lions before, the answer was ALWAYS: “No one ever asked me!”

It really is that simple! And here are three tactics we found that worked so well, it was
easy.
1. Start with a young couple. We had a Lion who asked his son and
daughter-in-law to join and they recruited like-aged friends.
2. Invite potential Lions to help work a Lions event. Once they see you
doing something great for community and having fun doing it, they're in.
3. Keep them involved and listen to them! They asked for help with all their
kids, so we started the Little Lions and they eat free at our meetings.

The Just Ask guide has ways to engage new Lions and a whole process to keep the club
growing strong. Check it out and remember:

g Together We Can!
Ear err, Governor



On the Road (AGAIN!) with the Kellers

(We have been following the hectic schedule of ID Ron Keller and Lion Kitty, as they travelled to places near
and far, meeting and greeting Lions everywhere. Time for one last look at the end of ID Ron’s first year as
International Director...)

As soon as ID Ron & Lion Kitty Keller returned to the United States in March from several weeks in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, they resumed their busy convention appearances.

First stop was the 36G District Convention held on an Indian Reservation in Pendleton, Oregon on March 31-
April 1. They were surprised to see a vast landscape in Western Oregon devoid of trees except on the snow-
covered mountain ranges. They enjoyed a scenic tour on the Oregon Trail which is now a paved state highway.

Next stop was a short trip to York, PA for the 14C District Convention on March 14-15. The Keller’s got to meet
with the New Freedom Lions Club and observe their annual CPR & AED Training for community residents and
join the Shiloh Lions Club for awards presentations at their annual “Hoops for Sight” fundraiser for diabetes.
Over a 10-year period this small club of 15 members have raised over $100,000.00 for the Diabetes Foundations.

The trip to Houston on March 20-23 for the 2S2 District Convention provided an opportunity for meeting with
the Conroe Noon Lions Club executive officers and touring their Texas Eyeglasses Recycling Center operated by
a club with 338 members that meets weekly. Besides savoring Texas beef, Texas pork chops and Cajun seafood
jumbo, there was also time to do some line dancing and teach convention attendees “O-H-I-O” cheer and arm
positions. The highlight of the weekend was meeting with the Houston Royal Oak Lions Club made up of
Filipinos nurses and doctors.

Nothing like flying into an airport that has the grass growing up through the cracks in the runway and the terminal
so small you face all four gates. The trip to Florence, South Carolina gave us an opportunity to experience
wonderful southern hospitality with the diverse and inclusive Lions of MD32. This multiple-district has had two
years of consecutive growth in membership and Ron had the honor of inducting new Lion Gabriel, a recent
immigrant from Brazil. ID Dianne & PCC Joe Pitts were able to attend the convention and Ron and Dianne jointly
presented awards over the three-day event. The South Carolina Lions presented the Keller’s with a book about
the early Lions History autographed by Melvin Jones and sent $6,200.00 to LCIF in their honor.

On May 5-6 the Keller’s drove to Pittsburgh for the 14B Spring Lions Rally at the Wildwood Country Club. Ron
& Kitty toured the Monroeville Public Library to observe the newly installed LED lighting by the Pennsylvania
Lions and help present over $4,000 worth of video games for patients at the University of Pennsylvania Children’s
Hospital. Also, during the convention, the Keller’s had the pleasure of meeting the members of the Pittsburgh
Deaf & Blind Lions Club and watch the exotic, native India dance performance of the Slippery Rock University
Dance Troupe.

There was nothing like flying to Las Vegas to attend the 4L3 District Lions Convention at a casino to be with the
multitude of multi-cultural clubs of Los Angeles County, California. It was three days of dancing, singing, award
presentations and more dancing. They both served as “celebrity judges” on opening night for the annual talent
competition that was pretty competitive for the top prizes of $150, $100, and $50 along with the titles to hold for
one year. The highlight for them was the honor of inducting two new members, Lion Teresita into the LA Skyline
Lions Club and Lion Alexander into the LA Empowering Lions Club.

Next stop is the Boston Convention to kick of the 2023-2024 Lions Year with incoming International President
Patti Hill. Ron and Kitty are looking forward to seeing many Ohio Lions during the international convention,



Scenes from OQur Travels

Congratulating South Carolina’s
Peace Poster Contest Winner.

District 4-L-3 Cabinet leading a “Lions Roar”
during their convention in Las Vegas.

With the Chair of the Shiloh Lions annual
Hoops for Diabetes fundraiser near York, PA.

Promoting the Texas Lions Camp at the
District 2-S-2 convention in Houston.

A tour of a library in Pittsburgh that had
new LED lighting, installed, funded by
the District 14-B Lions.

Eating grilled quail in South Carolina — the
drumstick was the size of your littlest finger!




