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As the winter of ‘20-‘21 comes to an end, we are all hoping that the end of
the pandemic is also insight. The Tri-State Membership Challenge has also
come to an end, and we congratulate the Michigan Lions for their successful
membership recruitment efforts. I’m still unaware of a final prize, but | am
certain we will be redeemed on November 27". In all seriousness, this
challenge was not a competition, it was a multi-state effort to promote
Lionism and improving our organization as a whole. | believe this is just a
start for MD13 towards reversing decades of declining membership and the
beginning of multiple states working together. | have already received
interest from other states on our activities.

We now must redouble our commitment and our efforts to successfully
promote Lionism in our communities and those areas that lack the support of
a Lions club. Everyone reading this knows the power we must improve the
lives of those in need. You have the immense power to make a major impact
when you combine your talents and efforts with other Lions. All that potential
is worthless if we stand by and wait for someone else to lead the way. |
encourage everyone to recite the phrase “IF ITISTO BE IT IS UP TO ME”.
Ten words, twenty letters that can lead to the saving of children from cancer,
blindness, and hunger and improve the air we breathe and the world we live
in. Tonight, | challenge each and every member to remember the feeling you
had at the proudest moment in your Lions career and regain that level of
commitment. Imagine if 10,300 Ohio Lions all at once commit to 100% for the



next year. Imagine if we all committed to bring in one new member this year.
It can be done. In areas it is being done. It is time to make it happen in every
corner of the state.

Although it has been a difficult year for many clubs to fundraise, |
encourage you to keep LCIF a beneficiary in your donations. Many Lions
mistakenly believe that money sent to LCIF is destined for somewhere else in
the world. This year MD13 districts has already received over $180,000 in
grants. With LCIF funds Ohio Lions have revitalized buildings at a diabetes
camp, built an inclusive playground, purchased Covid safety equipment for
first responders, helped with drug addiction recovery programs, Habit for
Humanity homes, and gear for a Firefighter Explorer program. LCIF is
another example of what we can accomplish together.

Two upcoming events that | would like to strongly encourage as many
Lions as possible to attend are the MD13 State Convention and the
USA/Canada Forum. The State Convention will be May 22 & 23 at the
DoubleTree Worthington. Our International guest will be First Vice President
Doug Alexander. The facilities are great and there will be good opportunities
for seeing friends that we have missed for far too long. Saturday there will be
breakout sessions in the morning. An awards luncheon. Afternoon business
session with District caucuses and voting for a candidate for International
Director and a proposed amendment changing the dates used for state
membership dues counts to align them with LCI. Dinner will be on you own,
followed by evening entertainment and a live auction. There will be a silent
auction as well. Sunday morning will be a memorial service. The Sunday
Grand Banquet will conclude the festivities. Plan on picking up the latest
Lions attire from Blue Frog, they will be on site. Expect a weekend of good
fun and great fellowship.

If you have never attended the USA/Canada Leadership Forum you have
missed the premier Lions event. Great programs and seminars highlight two
and a half days of opportunities to share ideas and experiences with fellow
Lions from all over North America. The smaller attendance makes for a fun
and intimate experience. Forum this year will be in Des Moines, lowa.
September 9-11. Check it out, you will not regret it and | hope to see you
there.

We have been held back during Covid not by a virus, but our own lack of
vision and willingness to adapt. | have seen clubs accomplish amazing things
in the past year, while others have been shut down. It is our choice, not
Covid’s. Let us call an end to the lockdown and lockup a bright and exciting
future for Lionism in Ohio. There are many needs in our communities, Ohio,
America, and around the world. Lions can meet those needs. You can make
the difference.

Yours in Lionism,
CC Kenny Schuck
Kennyrschuck@gmail.com



What is happening at the International Level:

United in Kindness and Diversity

International Director Steve Thornton
Hello Ohio

Hooray!! Convention season is, at long last, here and in full swing. Some
have already occurred while others will take place over the next few weeks.
The state convention is back and will be a fun, information filled weekend.
Come see your friends from all over the state, hear our Vice President Doug
Alexander and simply have fun. It’s been too long.

Once again, Becky and | will not be able to attend any district conventions
due to our travel commitments or other events. We have two anniversary
celebration coming soon, Perrysville (70*) and Ashland (100™). We will be
attending our final board meeting in Atlanta in June.

As we prepare to end our time on the board, | have to say again how honored
we are to have been given this opportunity. We can’t thank the Lions of Ohio
enough for supporting us. Our travels have taken us from Boston to San
Francisco and Minneapolis to Orlando. We went to Iceland and Italy. We met
some of the greatest Lions from all over the world. But the best is still right
here at home. Wherever we went, | opened my talk with “l bring you
greetings from...The Lions of Ohio....” Wherever we went, we gave a gift to
several Lions, always the District Governor plus one or two more. In the gift
bag was a box of buckeyes, the kind you eat. We made sure everyone knew
about the Buckeye State. And we taught them O-H.....I-O!!

And finally, thank you for all you do in your communities and beyond. The
pandemic changed the way we do business, but it did not stop us. Keep up
the great work.

ID Steve



CONGRATULATIONS to Doylestown Lion Tim Bradenburg. He celebrated
his 100™ birthday at the Doylestown Lions Club Meeting recently!

The Lions of Ohio are so excited for you!!



District Updates
OH1 - DG John Davis COG May Report

As we close out this 2020-21 Lions year, we look back only at the progress
we made.

District OH1 took part in a statewide service project in October, “Fall into
Service”. Once the numbers were in, OH1 reached the 60% participation

goal that was set for each District. The clubs of OH1 really came out for a
great service project.

District OH1 will receive a $98,487.00 matching grant from LCIF. The grant
will provide part of a $1.1 million project to build an inclusive playground at
the Allen County Board of Developmental Disabilities and Ottawa Metro Park
on the east side of Allen County. Lima Host, one of Ohio’s Centennial Clubs,
wrote the grant for the district and has donated. Several other clubs in OH1
have donated as well. By next fall this project will be complete.

In April OH1 held its first in-person District Convention in 2 years. Though it
was scaled down to a one-day event, the attendance surpassed expectations
with 95 Lions attending throughout the day.

Finally, the clubs of OH1 found new ways of having fundraisers and their
communities responded positively. Drive thru chicken dinners and pancake
breakfasts may be the new norm. Clubs found it more efficient, and less
manpower needed, to bring in as much, if not more, revenue.

We all learned we can maintain our high standards and meet our
communities’ needs by thinking outside the box. Like the late great PID Dan
Cole would say, “ISN’T IT GREAT TO BE A LION!”

We Serve,

Governor John Davis, OH1

District 2:

To start, a huge THANK YOU to the Lions of our district! We
just finished a very successful and covid-friendly convention.
. Good food, great fellowship, despite the assigned seats, and
'z, some good laughs too. | left inspired by both the stories of

"4 Lion Dave Caperton and the insightful comments from our
International Director Gary Brown.

The takeaway? Our attitude drives our success. Building a positive
“Together, we can” outlook will determine our growth and service.




The fledgling Lions clubs in 1918 came through the flu pandemic and
built an international association. With dedication, ingenuity and
understanding, we will come through this pandemic stronger than
ever.

Congratulations OH2 Lions for stepping up to the Tri-State
Membership Challenge. OH2 went from -17 on December 1 to +6 on
April 1, dropping 49 members and bringing in 72. Thank-you to Vice
Governors Kevin and Cindy for talking up the challenge as they did
their club visits and to all of the zone and region chairpersons for
their continuing support for our clubs. We will work from now
through the spring to keep growing our membership.

May 10-17 is our district Diabetes Awareness Week, Mission: Healthy
Communities. If you think coronavirus is a pandemic, read the latest
research on the growing rate of diabetes across the United States.
37 million diagnosed and 88 million pre-diabetic. Thatis 36.7% of the
US population!! We can make a difference, starting in our own
communities. Healthy eating choices, walking and regular exercise,
reducing or managing stress levels. lIdeas for club participation were
printed in the district newsletter and are available on our district
website. The idea is to get as many clubs as possible involved in this
project. The more clubs that participate, the bigger impact we can
have across Northern Ohio!

We are still working to get 70% participation in the Blueprint for a
Stronger Club and Service reporting initiatives. Of 57 clubs, 25 have
not sent in goals and 34 clubs still need to input more service
projects, some once they start projects again. The Blueprint for a
Stronger Club does not have a report form, so we have created a
district form for presidents to report out on their accomplishments
for the end of Lions year. If the goal is leadership participation, we
will continue to work with our club presidents and secretaries and
promote participation as they get more active. With 3 months to go,
we can easily get 40 of clubs to meet these goals!

And | want to acknowledge the twelve clubs that met the criteria for
our Horst Herzog LCIF medal. Each of these clubs donated $25 per
member to LCIF. We have several other clubs that are hoping to
reach that mark by June 30.

Congratulations and thanks to the Ash/and Evening Lions, Bellevue
Lions, Bellville Lions, Colonel Crawford Lions, Firelands Lions,



Fostoria Lions, LaGrange Lions, Lorain Lions, North Ridgeville Lions,
Perrysville Lions, Port Clinton Lions, and Republic Lions. These clubs
will also receive the 100% participation award from LCIF.

It’s GREAT to be a Lion!
DG Kerry Parker

District OH 3

OH3 Clubs are finally getting back to our usual business---meetings and
service projects. Itis good to visit Clubs and see everyone face to face,
masks included.

Our Convention will occur in June this year due to COVID. Itis June 12-13 at
the Hilton Garden Inn and we have a lot of things planned.

Our biggest project for the Convention is the Homeless Veterans Project. We
are. Hoping to pack 100 backpacks with essentials to assist them while they
are homeless. We have 2 distribution places set to help us get the backpacks
out. The list of what we have is on the OH3 website.

| hope this finds everyone well and enjoying the nice weather.

DG Terry Snyder
District OH3
304-479-8067
lionterry55@gmail.com

OH4 District Governor’s Report
Lion friends:

In spite of many challenges, our district Lions continue to move
forward in the areas of Service, Membership, and Leadership.

Our OH4 leadership team, especially GLT Mike Tyler and GMT Tony
DelLuke, has been our strength in encouraging clubs to continue their
service, especially with hosting dozens of Zoom meetings for clubs and
zones. This kept many of our members in contact, albeit in a new way instead
of traditional meeting format. | believe we have progressed in our technology
knowledge and will continue to use this as an opportunity in the months
ahead. We hope this will be an advantage when bringing in newer, younger
members.

We have no Second Vice Governor this year, and so far, no candidates
to be First or Second Vice for 2021-2022! This is a definite sign that we need
work in this area of encouraging our members to leadership and learning.

After canceling our traditional Convention, we were able to have our
District Business Meeting by Zoom on April 10, with good attendance. Vice



District Governor Judy Young was duly nominated to be the Governor for
2021-2022. ID Jose Marerro zoomed in to give a motivational talk. Voting has
since been done online by the delegates.

Many clubs have been strong in serving their communities. In the area
of Environment, we now have a large percentage of clubs using the Trex
program to collect plastic film, thus saving tons of it from going to landfills.
Our district has been thrilled to have our Diabetes grant proposal approved
by LCIF, and last month over 40 Lions toured and worked at Camp Ho Mita
Koda, serving with their bodies as well as their wallets! Vice Governor Judy
and | developed a contest to challenge clubs to track their progress in
membership, leadership and service; many have joined in the spirit of
competition. Others were hesitant, partially due to Covid concerns.

We will celebrate the winners of this competition as one item during
our OH4 Day of Celebration, to be held on July 10 at the Deerfield Friends
Church. Save the date, and feel free to contact me for details. An
invitation will be sent soon. The plan is for 9:00 am - 7:30 pm, with
registration, necrology, awards, activities, service project, lunch and dinner
all included. Cost will be $25 per registrant. We are collecting new books to
be donated to Children’s Hospitals. | so look forward to this event. It can be a
bright light following a long year of cancellations.

Hope to see you there!

DG Carol Snyder

District OH 7: What a wonderful day this is!! The weather is getting warmer,
the birds are singing, and a lot of Lions Clubs are starting to meet again.
From November until early in March | missed getting to visit Clubs in the
District. That is my favorite part of being a District Governor. | love meeting
Lions and hearing about how they are serving their committee.

So far this Spring | was about to visit with The Plains, Wellston, Jackson,
Pataskala, Glenford, Carroll, and Limestone Valley. My schedule for May and
June includes:

5/3 Danville

5/6 Hebron

5/11 Ironton (noon)

5/11 Lancaster (evening)
5/13 Chauncey-Dover
5/20 Rio Grande

6/7 Fredericktown

| still need to visit Centerburg, Etna, Logan, New Concord, Noble County,
Roseville, Scenic Hills, Somerset, and Springfield Township. | am hopeful
that | will still get to visit with some of these clubs.



DISTRICT CELEBRATION: Have you registered yet for the District
Celebration to be held on June 19. Registration closes after June 5, so get
your registration and check to Dan Osborn as soon as possible. (See the flier
in this newsletter for details.) | am looking forward to a day of celebrating all
that the Clubs have been able to accomplish during a most difficult. Come
let’s celebrate together!!!

Remember........ be active... .be visible in the community.....ask others to join
you!!

Announcement to Lions Clubs regarding Pilot Dogs Executive Director Search

As many Ohio Lions know, SN
for over 70 years Pilot Dogs =X
has provided high-quality \
canine guides to persons in
need. Pilot Dogs’ current
Executive Director Jay Gray
has spent years forming a
strong foundation for the
organization—and
enhancing the lives of
thousands of individuals in
the process.

Now, as Jay looks to his
retirement this summer, the )
organization’s Board celebrates hls dedlcated servnce (and years of outreach to the
Ohio Lions Clubs) and looks forward to building upon his legacy. To that end, the
Board has begun the search for a new Executive Director. A search committee
comprised of current and former Board members has been assembled. And
Benefactor Group, a Columbus-based firm with a national reputation for nonprofit
executive searches, has been retained to facilitate the process.

Selecting the next Executive Director of Pilot Dogs is an important chapter
in the history of this beloved organization. The Board is committed to this
important task and extends its gratitude to the Lions who have been
generous supporters and dedicated volunteers to Pilot Dogs over the past
decades. Lions who are interested in the search process, or the position of
Executive Director, should visit the Benefactor Group website at
http://bit.ly/pilotdogsprofileor contact Ron Guisinger
(ron@benefactorgroup.com)

OHIO LIONS EYE RESEARCH FOUNDATION



The Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation began as the Eye Research
Committee in 1952 after a Representative of the National Eye Research
Foundation addressed the Lions at the State Convention in 1951and remarks
were turned over to the Blind Welfare Committee for study.

At the 1952 State Convention, the committee report was accepted, and the
Council voted to form an Eye Research Committee. Each of the eight
Governors was to appoint a committeeman from his district and Council
Chairman W. R. Bryan appointed Everett Steece from the Columbus
Downtown club to chair the committee.

In 1953, the committee raised $3,600 and allocated $1,200 to the
Department of Ophthalmology, University of Cincinnati, $1,200 to Case
Western Reserve University, Cleveland and $1,200 to the Medical College at
Ohio State University, Columbus. The $1,200 allocated to OSU was used to
purchase equipment to measure the amount of oxygen administered to
prematurely born babies. It had been shown a high rate of blindness in
“premies,” the cause: too much oxygen while incubated. The College of
Optometry at OSU became a funded agency in this year.

Foundation status was granted to the committee in 1957 and it was given
501(c)(3) tax exempt status by the IRS and became known as the Ohio Lions
Eye Research Foundation, OLERF.

Other funded agencies were soon added and in 1978 OLERF received a
bequest from the estate of Clela Strong, Sandusky of $138,000, to be used
for education and only the income from the money be used. The next year,
the Foundation established the Fellowship fund and added that all future
bequests and memorials be included in this fund with the same stipulations.

In 1987, the Bryan Diabetes Fund was established for diabetes research in
honor of PIP Dick Bryan’s wife who suffered from diabetes.

In 1992, OSU requests OLERF to buy and build an eye research lab at a cost
of $500,000 to be paid over ten years. A final payment of $55,000 was made
in 2002.

The Neiderhauser fund for Age Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) was
established in 2009 in honor of PDG Richard Neiderhauser, long time
Executive Director of OLERF, who lost his sight to AMD.

In 2016, OLERF was named a beneficiary in the will of the late Lois
Hagleberger Huebner, of Springfield, who passed away in December 2015 at



the age of 107. The $2.25 million bequest was placed in long term
investment. The following year, the Lois Hagleberger Huebner Fellowship
was started as a Young Researcher Award with a grant of $107,000 per year
for two years. OLERF is now funding two Young Researchers annually.

The Foundation recognizes clubs and Lions for donations to the General
Research Fund, Bryan Diabetes Research and Neiderhauser AMD Fund. All
monies received by the Foundation are used for research. Foundation
Trustees are all volunteers and receive no compensation.

The Ohio Lion Eye Research Foundation is asking Lions and Lions Clubs to
continue the tradition of annual contributions so OLERF can continue
supporting research at OSU Optometry, OSU Ophthalmology, Case Western
Reserve, University of Cincinnati, Northeast Medical College, Akron
Children’s Hospital and Lois Hagleberger Huebner Young Investigators.

Thanks to your contributions, OLERF has awarded over $466,000 each year
for the last two years.

Each district has a trustee. Please contact them to speak at a club meeting,
get further information, donate, and learn about OLERF.

Melvin Jones visits Wooster Noon Lions Club!!



Children’s
Hospital

OH 3 members presenting STEPS walk checks to the above hospitals. Thank
You Lion James Feils for leading our district walk.



Many thanks to all the Lions and friends of Lions who attended the tour and
workday at Camp Ho Mita Koda for children with Diabetes in Newbury, OH.

W

PEPFCERTRAE . S

Four Thoators s surtaente ...

Representatives from OH5 were able to present Nationwide Children’s
Hospital with a check for $4694.87 for Pediatric Cancer Research as part of
Super Braxton 5K Steps Walk last fall.



OH-7 District Celebration
Saturday June 19, 2021
10 AM-3 PM

Old Dutch Restaurant Banquet Room
12791 OH 664, Logan, Ohio

e Cost $20 per person (includes lunch, door prize ticket, and
celebration souvenirs)

e Lunch: ham & broasted chicken buffet with various sides and
an assortment of pies

e Activities: Clubs and individual Awards, Peace Poster
Winner, Hall of Fame Induction, & Necrology Service
Make Checks payable to District OH7 and put Celebration in the
memo. If paying for more than 1 reservation, please note the

names of attendees. Send payment to:

CT Dan Osborn
12355 Scout Rd
Frazeysburg, OH 43822

Reservations must be made no later than June 5.



Ohio Lions PDG Association - Split Pot Raffle
Donation - $5.00 per ticket -

Drawing — May 23, 2021
Proceeds Benefit Camp Echoing Hills & Kamp Dovetail

Tickets sold by Lions to Lions.
1,000 tickets to be sold.
3 winning tickets: 15t - $1,000; 2™ - $500; and 3" - $250.
PDG Association District Coordinators

OH1 — PCC Darlene Roll
OH2 — PDG Francis Hensel & PCC Sharon Parker
OH3 - PDG Rob Murry
OH4 — PDG John Woodside
OH5 — IPDG Jackie Miller
OH6 — PDG Norman Cupps
OH7 — PDG Dan O’Connor
PCC = Past Council Chair; PDG = Past District Governor; IPDG — Immediate Past

Questions? Please contact Darlene Roll @ Email: droll1998@gmail.com
There’s still time to purchase a ticket!!!




Stow-Munroe Falls
Lions

Presents

A Race for Sight

(Formerly Night at the Races)

Saturday, July
24,2021

Emidio & Sons

Banquet Center

48 E. Bath Road
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223

Doors Open 6:30 — Dinner 7:00 - Post Time 8:00
Appetizers, Buffet Dinner, Beer, Wine, Soft Drinks, Coffee

**NO OUTSIDE ALCOHOL PERMITTED**
10 Video Races, Auction Race, Raffle, Games of Chance
Due to seating capacity, ticket sales will be limited to the first 160 Presale tickets are

$30 per person $40 per person if paying at the door
Tables of & can be reserved

Contact Name: Lion Contact

Address: City / State / Zip:

Phone /Email:




Number of Tickets @ $30.00 each Reserve a Table for 8 Y/N

All Advertising and Contributions will be displayed in the Race Program
For all Advertising, a high-resolution PDF or JPG is required for any artwork

Business card size ad $25.00 Half Page Ad _$50.00 Full Page Ad _$100.00

$50 Race Sponsorship (also includes a free Business Card Ad, Only 11 available)

$10 Horse (Write Horse Name Here)
Horse #1 Horse #2
Horse #3 Horse #4

Total Amount Due $

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE SENT THE FIRST PART
OF JUNE

I must have the articles for it by JUNE 5% sent to bthorntonrn@gmail.com




