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Ohio Lions E-Newsletter
February 2021

Council Chairs Update

The Tri-State Membership Challenge is continuing through the end of March.
By my unofficial calculations Ohio is leading with a net loss of 65 members or -
.64% since the contest started. Michigan is second with -82 members or -.87%.
Indiana is third with-109 members and -1.96 %. Those that bring in a new
member during the challenge will receive one of the pins shown at the bottom of
the page.

This Challenge is not about beating our neighbors, it is about making our
organization stronger. We need more members to
rebuild the organization and we need to work much
harder to retain our membership. To date Ohio has lost
687 Lions. We have also recruited 374 new members.
We must strive to provide our members with an
enjoyable experience. Continuing to be a Lion is
something that everyone must find value and fulfillment
in. The Blueprint For A Stronger Club and The Club
Quality Initiative are fantastic ways to review what clubs
are doing and to ensure we are meeting our member’s
needs. Even with the pandemic clubs can be working the programs and planning
a membership recruitment campaign for the coming months.

Communication is one of the most important challenges our organization
currently faces. In these challenging times it is important that District Officers
remain in contact with our clubs and Club officers must maintain contact with
their members, making sure they are OK and that they know the work of our
organization continues. Through Zoom, email, and simple phone calls; we can
work together to plan for the end of the crisis. We can plan for stronger
programs, projects, and clubs or we can accomplish nothing and have nothing
to show for the past year.




A pessimist sees problems in opportunities whereas an
. optimist sees opportunities in problems. Winston
[l Churchill

Another important issue facing our organization is
Compliance with the IRS and Ohio Attorney General. Every
Lion should understand the importance of our clubs
meeting the requirements of the laws of the U.S. and Ohio.
Maintaining compliance is not a difficult task. Returning
non-complaint clubs to compliance can require some effort, but itis our
responsibility to respect the law. These laws were enacted to protect the
citizens from unethical practices and fraudulent activities. For more information,
please contact your District leadership.

| hope everyone is planning to attend the MD13 Convention and Celebration
May 22 & 23. | hope to see you there.

There are many needs in our communities and around the world. Our
communities need Lions, and Lionism needs you and more like you.

CC Kenny




Hello Ohio.

Pandemic....If | had said that word to you a year ago, what would
your thoughts have been? If you’re like me, you would not have come up with
anything like we have experienced over the last year. But we, as Lions, are still
going strong and doing great things. Simple things like collecting and delivering
used eyeglasses for recycling. | saw a post on Facebook from PDG Craig about
that just this week. Becky and | delivered about 2000 pair of used glasses to
Ohio State two weeks ago. We can still find ways to serve our communities and
beyond.

Three districts recently received grants from LCIF. It’s great to see our district
leaders applying for and receiving these grants. Please remember to support
LCIF, just like they are supporting us.

Also announced at the recent Council of Governors meeting was that Ohio is
currently positive on membership!!! What super news!! Keep up the good work
and keep asking folks you know to become involved with us.

On the International level, the convention in Montreal has been cancelled and
will be virtual. Voting will take place for the new directors and executive officers.
Details will be coming soon, | hope. The April board meeting will also be virtual.

Becky and | have had several scheduled trips to district conventions cancelled
in the last month or so. We still have four that are planning to take place, but who
knows, that may change too.

Let’s hope the state convention can take place. It’s been too long since we have
all been together.

Stay safe, stay healthy.
ID Steve

OH1 - DG John Davis

This is the end of the first half of our Lions’ year. Clubs are looking forward to a
better second half, and spring weather. Since my visitation is at a standstill, I’ve
been calling each club president to get an update on their club. | found that
some clubs are starting to have in-person meetings, using the COVID-19 rules of
distancing and masks.

Congratulations go to the Lima Host Lions Club. LCIF has approved the
matching grant application of Lima Host Lions Club. The grant will provide part



of a $1.1 million project to build an inclusive playground at the Allen County
Board of Developmental Disabilities and Ottawa Metro Park on the east side of
Allen County. LCIF has approved $98,487.00 matching funds to those being
raised by Lions in District OH1. Lima Host, one of Ohio’s Centennial Clubs, has
donated. Several other clubs in OH1 have donated as well. In order to meet the
necessary share for OH1, the Marimor Legacy Foundation will donate the
remaining funds needed. In addition to the Lions grant, the Rotary and Kiwanis
clubs are also helping with different parts of this $1.1 million project.

If there are any Lions or Clubs interested in contributing or have questions
concerning the playground project, please contact Lion Corinne Piper,
President, Lima Host Lions Club, piperc@woh.rr.com or DG John Davis, District
OHA1, jdavis1952@hotmail.com.

In conclusion, our District Convention is still being planned for April 23, 24,
2021. It will be a one-day convention on Saturday. We are planning a meet and
greet on Friday for our ID Larry Edwards and Lion Susan. More details are forth
coming.

We Serve,
John Davis, OH1

District OH2

February article

On January 23, District OH2 celebrated the Charter Night for the Shelby United

Lions. Despite the pandemic, the event was well attended by district leadership
and by the new club members. Thank-you to PID Jerry Smith for a presentation

that gave good insight into what Lions are about with a fun tone that showed the
fellowship spirit of who Lions are.

The Wellington United Lions are planning to hold their Charter Night on
Saturday, March 13. We encourage our clubs and leadership to support the
evening and introduce the new members to our larger Lion family. Lions David
Bogner and Dennis Henkle are the Guiding Lions for Wellington; they will have
details for the charter night out within the month.

District OH2 is still planning to hold district convention on Saturday March 20
with a Cabinet Appreciation Brunch on Sunday March 21. The venue at
Strongsville Holiday Inn is large enough to properly space everyone and the 8’
round tables allow us to seat four to five people per table. Itis the first year that



we will have assigned seating at our convention, so attendees need to indicate if
there are Lions or a particular group they wish to sit with. Registration forms are
online at ohiolions.org/md13/oh2#district-convention and at
ohiolionsoh2.com/convention-information/. Blue Frog is planning to attend the
convention and we are working to put out a promotional flyer to help with
presales and to meet COVID-19 regulations for their sales area.

ID Gary Brown will be our guest speaker for the convention. | look forward to
sharing this celebration with the members of our Lions family that are able to
attend.

Thanks in part to the Tri-State Membership Challenge, the retention rate for the
OH2 clubs has improved significantly. We saw a general “house-cleaning” in
clubs in November and December, with some clubs dropping nine members.
Losses over the last month have evened out - six members lost in January and
five deaths. January also saw the addition of six new members and several
clubs have already invited members now that they have reopened meetings
after the holidays.

This time of year, is a GAT balancing act — pushing to encourage membership,
promote service projects and engagement for the spring, and organize
leadership initiatives to train officers and strengthen our clubs. A big thank-you
to all of the OH2 GAT and zone chairs for their efforts to work with clubs in all of
these areas. We are looking forward to rolling out initiatives in service and
leadership come spring.

District OH4

Our district was pleased to be able to meet in August for a “Celebration”
planned in honor of IPDG Tony’s year as Governor. It was a fun time, and we
appreciate those other Ohio Lions who were able to join us. My first cabinet
meeting was held that Saturday morning. Pretty good attendance based on the
fact that a number of members were not able to attend due to health concerns. |
have held 3 “mini-cabinet” meetings. During those | have had some wonderful
reports from zone chairs who have kept in close contact with the clubs. 1 ZC has
been absent from those.

This COVID-19 season has certainly put a crimp in club’s fund raising and being
able to meet. | have been able to personally meet with 19 clubs and 1 zone, plus
virtually with 6 clubs , 1 zone meeting, and the LRP virtual meeting. There have
been only a few other zone meetings held that | was not able to attend. Our Eye
Care Foundation has continued to deal with cases at their monthly virtual
meetings, most of which | have attended.

It’s been a struggle getting some of the older groups to agree to meeting online.



We have been pleased with the reports coming in from the clubs as to their
service completed, especially during the “Fall into Service” week. According to
the number of forms submitted, we had 55% participation from our clubs,
although | know of at least two that did service, but had not sent in a form. | have
no idea yet how many filed their report on MyLion.

| am most excited about the results of a special “Zoom” cabinet meeting we held
last week. The purpose was to vote agreement to submit applications to LCIF for
a Diabetes Grant and a District and Community Impact Grant. These two
associated grants are to provide funds for our district’s Ho Mita Koda diabetes
camp, which was in dire need of funds to renovate its cabins so it can continue
to serve campers, all of whom are Type 1 Diabetic children. We are so excited by
this opportunity and trust that the applications will be accepted by the board.

The bad news: we are apparently losing two clubs, Garrettsville and Sebring,
who are both in the process of disbanding. We have a few others with very low
numbers; Guiding Lions are working with two. IPDG Tony DeLuke and PDG Mike
Tyler have worked with their membership committee to produce an updated
OH4 Updated Membership Handbook. It looks awesome and we trust it will be a
great resource to supporting our clubs to building membership. Our most recent
numbers show we have gained 21 members but lost 40.

The good news: We believe we have found a location for my District Convention
to be held April 9-11, 2021. We are in the process of negotiating a contract with
the Akron Hilton Garden Inn. Now, keep your fingers crossed that it is able to
happen during these uncertain times. We feel we will have the ability to zoom to
those who cannot attend in person.

Carol Snyder
District Governor OH4

District OH6
News by DG Ric Houser

Our district has a new club! That is superb news. Our newest club is now
chartered and official. They are called the Paint Valley Lions Club and they are
from the Bainbridge area. Thanks to the hard work of PDG Charlie and Lion Jay
Newland for getting them started. They plan to be a virtual club most of the time
which means they love this age of technology and the use of computers to
conduct meetings. They have already accomplished two projects.
Congratulations and Welcome Paint Valley Lions!

We have some excellent training that will be happening soon. IPDG
Sherry Bingamon is coordinating multiple training sessions and they will be held



via Zoom and you can attend without even leaving your house. There is Member
Orientation and Ohio Plan training happening in the next month. There is some
team building, vision building, what does some of our committees do, etc., that
will be happening as well.

We just finished our Fall into Service project where clubs were
encouraged to accomplish a service project then record the hours in MyLion.
There were numerous projects accomplished around the district. Some of them
were writing cards to school administration, cards for first responders, goodie
bags for teachers and first responders, highway clean-up, making and
delivering face masks, food collections, pill bottle collections, glasses
collections, etc. Lions were presented a challenge and they jumped in and got it
down. Our district had over 50 percent of our clubs participate and served over
30,000 people in some way.

We had our second Cabinet meeting which was attended by Council
Chairperson Kenny Schuck and his wife, Lion Darlene. CC Kenny encouraged
all of us to stay active and visible as well while continuing to be safe. IPDG
Sherry Bingamon presented several of her awards from her year as DG and the
recipients were surprised and grateful

District OH7:
LCIF Grants:

In November the District applied for two LCIF Grants. One was for Habitat for
Humanity to help build a house for a visually impaired family in Marietta. This
grant was approved for $1000 and we have met by Zoom with the Project
Manager to make plans on dispersing the funds to them. The grant will help pay
for special lighting and special paint for the visually impaired and grab bars and
handrails for the house.

The second grant was for addiction recovery. The amount of $2578.39 will be
split equally between the Hope Center in Jackson and the Refuge in Lancaster.
The grant will be used to help defray the cost of daily operation to meet the
clients’ needs in the two facilities.

CONVENTION:

By order of the Athens Health Dept., our OH7 Convention scheduled for March 5-
7 has been cancelled.

We will hold in person elections on March 6 at the Millersport Lions Clubhouse.
Please see the letter in this newsletter for information on procedure of the
election. This information is also being sent to all Club Secretaries and also will
be on DENS



We are now looking for a place to hold a one-day Celebration in June to
celebration the accomplishments of our clubs and to pass out awards. If you
know of a place where we could hold this event, please, please let me know.

RECYCLING:

As a District we are recycling plastic bags. We have set it up so that each of the
8 Zones can earn a park bench by recycling bags. Itis up to each Zone to decide
where the bench will be placed, but | think most of them will be placed on the
Millersport Sweet Corn Festival grounds. This is a good place for them as over
10,000 people attend the Festival each year. So far, the project is going well with
Zone 8 leading the pack with 312 Ibs. turned in. Other Zones are close behind
them. The project ends on May 15 so keep turning bags in and reporting to the
poundage to your Zone Chair.

MEETINGS:

The Cabinet meeting on Feb 14 will be by Zoom. Anyone wanting to join the
meeting, please contact CS Carol Hawker or myself for a link. All Zone meetings
this month will be by Zoom. Please contact your Zone Chair for a link to join the
meeting.

UNTIL NEXT TIME, KEEP SERVING
DG Ollie

Since 1920

Application for Advertisement Space in the
101st Annual Ohio Lions State Convention
Commemorative Program

Please reserve space for us in the 101st Annual Ohio Lions State Convention
Commemorative Program. We understand that acceptance of this contract and
advertising space is subject to the approval of the Ohio Lions Inc. and that the
Convention Host Committee is not responsible for errors or omissions beyond



reasonable diligence and control. Copy of advertisement or camera-ready
copy is herewith submitted with payment no later than March 15, 2021.

RATES
Business Card Advertisement (2 2" x 2” horizontal - black &
white)..$25.00
Fourth Page Advertisement (5”x2"” horizontal - black &

Half Page Advertisement (5”x4"” horizontal — black &
white).............$75.00
Full Page Advertisement (5”x8” vertical — black &
white).................$100.00
Due to the 2020 Book having been printed at a reduced total
because of COVID-19, any Advertiser who ran an ad in the
2020 book can either receive an extra ad in the 2021 book
or upsize to the next size for the lower cost. Full page ads
can receive an additional smaller ad.

All checks & money orders payable to OHIO LIONS INC. Please specify on the
memo line that the payment is for a Convention Program Advertisement.

Enclosed is a <check or money order in the amount of

$ covering full payment for our advertisement.
Name/Company/Club: District
Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: () E-mail:




Authorized Signature
Date
Send this form, payment and camera-ready advertisement to:
PDG Jim Ferritto 178 East Parkway Dr., Madison, Ohio 44057
440-223-6138 james.ferritto1955@gmail.com

Ads will be reproduced as close to the artwork that is provided. Printer will use
discretion if necessary to improve the quality.
Please provide email address if you would like to see a proof

Thank you for your support!

News from the Winter Retreat!

Even though our numbers where down this year due to COVID for the Winter
Retreat, we still had a good turnout. Our attendance was about 50 Lions in
attendance which is down from last year.

The Winter Retreat was held at Salt Fork State Park Lodge, Cambridge. The
sessions included, Disaster Relief Info, MyLion for Everyone, Condiments at
Large...A Seasonal Salt Fork Mystery, Women Leaders in History, Oh Lions
Pediatric Cancer Foundation, so you Aren’t playing with a Full Deck..that’s ok,
Ohio Cemeteries, Black Belt Mentality with Jabba Body, Life of Helen Keller and
Anne Sullivan, Progression of Lions, Ohio Trees, Dickens Village, Do’s and
Don’ts & Majesty of Montreal- International Convention 2021.

PDG Bill Schultz provided a nice display of 100" years of Lions, which was nice
to see all the different items that was kept through the years. Thank you PDG
Bill for the wonderful display!

Eric Melleby provided music for Friday night and helped us close the Winter
Retreat out with a Saturday night full of karaoke and dancing. A wonderful time
had by all!

Not too many of the Lions were dressed for the 20’s theme as advertised and it
cost those Lions that did not participate, a donation for not dressing for the
Winter Retreat theme. We also had a couple service projects that we collected
items for which included, canned goods (90) eyeglasses (118 pairs) and ball
caps (97).

Allin all, it was a wonderful retreat with good fellowship and meeting new
friends! Hope to see everyone next year at the Winter Retreat.












Ohio Lions PDG Association - Split Pot Raffle
Donation - $5.00 per ticket -

Drawing — May 23, 2021
Proceeds Benefit Camp Echoing Hills & Kamp Dovetail

Tickets sold by Lions to Lions.
1,000 tickets to be sold.
3 winning tickets: 1% - $1,000; 2" - $500; and 3™ - $250.
PDG Association District Coordinators

OH1 - PCC Darlene Roll
OH2 - PDG Francis Hensel & PCC Sharon Parker
OH3 - PDG Rob Murry
OH4 - PDG John Woodside
OHS5 - IPDG Jackie Miller
OH6 - PDG Norman Cupps
OH7 - PDG Dan O’Connor
PCC = Past Council Chair; PDG = Past District Governor; IPDG - Immediate Past

Questions? Please contact Darlene Roll @ Email: droll1998@gmail.com




This eNews service is only for upcoming events or fundraisers that a club or
district would like to have announced

on a statewide basis. Send the event information to MD13enews@gmail.com at
least two weeks prior to the

event. Each event will only be sent out one time. A correction may be sent out if
the eNews Coordinator feels it’s

warranted. Preferably the information should be formatted as follows:
Who - Club Name, OH-#

What - Short title of event

When - Date and time, perhaps also a deadline for early registration etc.
Where - Name of facility/location and complete address with zip code

Details - Any information on the event, perhaps a link to a website with
information

Contact - Name of contact person(s) with email address and/or phone number

An event flyer can also be attached if desired. Please provide it as a PDF, or as a
JPEG.

There are four exceptions:

1) The eNews service will be used for any Lion’s death that a statewide
attendance might be expected for

visitation. The notice will be sent out ASAP even if another event has already
been announced on that day.

2) We may distribute the State Lions newsletter through the eNews.

3) Critical messages from State Committee Chairs or Foundations that benefit all
Ohio Lions may be sent

through the eNews. These will be distributed on a case-by-case basis.

4) And the eNews will be used for voting notification at the state convention.
In regard to endorsement for an International Office

A) The eNews will follow the guidelines of the MD13 Liaison Committee.

B) Each candidate will be allowed to submit up to 2 informational notices
(resumé) of their candidacy. One



will be allowed during January and one during April. Resumés must be received
by the eNews Coordinator

no later than the 25th day of said months to allow time to place the eNews
posting by the end of those two

months.

C) This resumé must be positive in nature, self-promoting and with no editorial
comments toward any

other candidate. Flyers or attachments will be limited to two letter size pages.

D) Only the candidate or their approved Campaign Chairperson will be permitted
to submit these resumés.

E) The Liaison committee will pre-approve all campaign notices/resumés or they
may designate the MD13

Marketing and Communications Chairperson (or another unbiased individual) to
do the pre-screening. IT

IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CANDIDATE TO GET THE APPROVED
NOTICE/RESUME TO THE ENEWS

COORDINATOR NO LATER THAN THE 25TH DAY OF SAID MONTHS FOR TIMELY
DISTRIBUTION.

Thank you,
Ohio Lions eNews Coordinator

March 2018

Camp Readiness Workdays — Camp Echoing Hills

Who - Camp Echoing Hills
What - Camp Readiness Workdays

When - Saturday, April 17th and Saturday, May 15th. Typically, between 9:00 AM
and 3:00 PM (lunch will be provided).

Where - Camp Echoing Hills, 36272 CR 79, Warsaw, OH 43844

Details - A few Lions and Clubs have reached out to ask if we would be having
any camp workdays to help us get ready for summer camp this year.

At this point we have scheduled two dates for some workdays — Saturday, April
17th and Saturday, May 15th. Typically, between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM (lunch will
be provided). There are guidelines we will need to adhere to due to the



pandemic. | will share that information with anyone that calls for more
information.

What are the needs:
= Landscaping help

= Staining
= Cleaning

Contact - Please RSVP to Lauren Unger, Camp Director at lunger@ehvi.org or
call 740-327-0300 option 2

Join Together Program

The Join Together is a special program that was created to grow the capabilities
of Lions Clubs International by encouraging other community-based nonprofit
organizations to join us on this journey of hope. Every global citizen matters in
our mission of service and LCI wants to extend the invitation to these dedicated
individuals who would like to work together to make a positive impact in their
communities.

Benefits to being a part of the Lions family:

= Be part of the world’s largest service organization dedicated to
improving communities in 200+ countries and territories

= Insurance coverage for all club meetings, projects, and events

= Associated with a trusted and respected name to add credibility to
fundraising and volunteering

Itis very easy to get started. All you will need to do is follow the below steps:

=  Find a community-based organization that has been active for at least
three years.

= Determine if you want to start a stand-alone a club with at least 15
people or start a club branch with five people.

= Along with the traditional club chartering paperwork, you will need to
turn in the following items:

= The Join Together application that is listed below.

= Documentation that the community-based organization has been
registered with the government. An example of this documentation in
the United States would be a 501(c)(3) letter.

Lioness Bridge Program



The Lioness Bridge Program makes it possible for Lionesses to honor and
acknowledge their proud past while enjoying all the benefits, rights and
privileges associated with Lions club membership.

Recent updates to the program are:

= April 2018, the LCI International Board of Directors made the decision
to encourage all current Lioness clubs to join the Lions family by
extending the Join Together program effective until June 2021.

= June 2018, additional concessions were made by the LCI| Board of
Directors to encourage individual Lioness to formally join the Lions
family.

= April 2019, LCI International Board of Directors made the decision to
separate the Lioness Bridge program from the Join Together Program.
Consistent with the decision made in April 2018, the Lioness Bridge
program will end on June 30, 2021 when all concessions will no longer
be offered.

As a Lioness, you can:

= Continue to make a real impact in your community

= Vote at the international convention

= Receive administrative support from Lions Clubs International
= Enjoy new leadership opportunities

To learn more about the concessions for both Lioness Clubs and individual
Lioness, please review the Frequently Asked Questions.

Lionesses can register for the Lioness Bridge Program by completing
the Lioness Bridge Program form.

Lionesses can receive credit for their previous years of service when joining a
new or existing Lions club by completing the Lioness Years of Service form.

The Lioness Bridge Charter Worksheet and Report of Charter Members
Worksheet are both great tools that help collect all necessary information to
complete the Lioness Bridge application online at MyLCI.

For queries that cannot be answered by the information found on this page,
please email membership@lionsclubs.org.

For more information on the Join Together Program, please visit the Join
Together Program webpage

Ohio Lions Traveling Tent Project



The purpose of the Ohio Lions Traveling Tent Project is to assist Ohio Lions

Clubs with providing information about Lions Clubs International and especially
their local club activities in their communities. It’s also to help with recruiting of
new members and even hoping to get some former members to return to Lions.

An experienced Ohio Lion will come to your event with signs and handouts (and
atentif it’s outside) to help visitors better understand what being a Lion is all
about. He will answer questions about Lions Clubs International and the local
Lions Clubs activities and what they do to help their local community and the
world.
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A few things to know:

1. Visits are scheduled on a first come, first served basis.

2. Any club that requests a Traveling Tent visit for their event must cover
expenses related to the visit. Examples are parking fees, space rental,
tickets, and if the request is for multiple days the lodging of the
Traveling Tent Lion.

3. Clubs are requested to either have a club member assist the Traveling
Tent Lion to answer questions about the local club (dues, meeting
days/times, and local activities) or provide an information sheet with
those details to be handed out.

To discuss the Traveling Tent Project further and arrange for someone to attend
your club's recruiting event, local festival, or other event please contact:

PDG Dean Carruthers

Call 567-525-2582 between the times of 9:00 AM and 11:00 PM
Please leave a message if PDG Dean cannot answer immediately
Or email at: bigh31353@gmail.com




Stay Safe & Warm!
Spring will be here before you know it!!



