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OHIO LIONS CONVENTION SPECIAL

DATELINE: COLUMBUS, OHIO, USA

Ohio Lions MD-13 held their 103™ Ohio Lions State Convention on May 17-18, 2024, at the Double Tree Hotel
in Columbus/Worthington. 198 Lions, Leos and guests attended the two-day affair lead by Council Chair Dave
Stockum and the seven Ohio district governors; OH1 DG Deb Crawford, OH2 DG Julianne Zody, OH3 DG Becky
Thornton, OH4 DG Janet Christen, OH5 DG Mike Kerek, OH6 DG John Hibbs and OH7 DG Sara Camacho.

The guest for the weekend was 1°t Vice President of Lions Club International, Fabricio Oliveira and
has wife Amariles, from Catole Do Rocha, Paraiba, Brazil. Next Lions year 1VP Oliveira, will be LCl’s
International President.

The convention started on Friday, with training for the DGEs and CS/CT/CST. There were several select
committee meetings held throughout the day, as well as the annual OLERF luncheon for the Council of
Governors. Following the luncheon COG held their final meeting for the year.

The evening was capped off with the opening dinner. Many Lions wore the Brazilian green T-shirts with yellow
stenciling; 2024 Ohio Lions State Convention. Over 70 shirts were pre-ordered for the event. Following the
presentation of the colors by a local Honor Guard, dinner and fellowship was enjoyed, followed by entertained
by Ron Retzer Trio.

Saturday morning was kicked off by the PDG Association’s bi-annual meeting. The Association welcomed the
five new members and welcomed as well the two 2-tem governors.

Following a short opening business session, we honored our fellow Lions, who has passed since our last state
convention, at the Necrology Service lead by PCC Don Robinette. This year we lost 15 PDGs, 1 LEO and 171 Lions,
(from 2024 convention to April 2024).

At the noon Friendship Luncheon many Lions and Leos were honored for their work during this past Lion’s
year. Due to lack of time on Friday night the State Marketing & Communication Committee’s auction was held
bringing in $3000 to be donated Ohio Lions Foundation and $0000 to help with the State Convention costs.

Saturday afternoon was NOT your typical business session. PDG Amstutz and PCC Allcorn stood tall (well, at
lease one did) reading of the ballet as usual but, with a twist. Since there was only one issue to vote on (the
elimination of International Relations Committee), the delegates had a show of delegate cards to vote
(reminded me of the good old days). Following the vote Districts who still needed a caucus, did so.

After the annual photo session of all the dignitaries and spouses the Governor’s Grand Banquet was held. Again,
tradition was dismissed and all awards were given out, then dinner was served and 1VP Fabricio spoke. The
traditional passing of the gavel officially recognized District Governor Mike Kerek as the new Council Chair.

The 103rd Ohio Lions State Convention was a success and came to a close. The 104th Ohio Lions State
Convention will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Lion’s Historical speech by Hellen Keller, at Cedar Point,
challenging the Lions of the world to become the “Knights of the Blind”.

“DON’T Miss IT!1”



Those Remembered at the Necrology Service

PDG Vern French /| PDG Daryl Foster, Jr.
Dist 13 A, 1996-97

PDG Dick Fryman
Dist 13 F, 1996-97

US Army Veteran

PDG Nancy Ginn
Dist 13 H 2008-09

; M PDG Charlie Hinkle PDG Hank Kies
€. @ Dist 13 A, 2001-02 Dist 13 E, 1984-85
US Army Veteran @ US Navy Veteran %

PDG Ron Lutz PDG Jack Morris, Jr.
Dist 13 B, 1996-97 Dist 13 H, 2015-16

PDG Debbie Lloyd
Dist 13 J, 2008-09

US Air Force Veteran

PDG Ed Otte PDG Barbara Sorkin PDG Larry Sandy
13 F (OH7) 2003-04 N Dist 13 D (OH2) 2014-15 Dist 31S NC, OH7
4 US Navy Veteran

PDG Larry Swords PDG Carl Watt ' . PDG Bud Wells

Dist 13 A, 2006-07 Dist 13 B, 1990-91 Dist 13 G, 1994-95 #% %

US Army Veteran @=308

Leo Grant Siefker

Dist 13 OH1

Columbus Grove Leo Club
Nov. 19, 2008 - Jan. 7, 2024

Dist OH1 22 Lions, 4 PDG, 1 LEO Dist OH2 30 Lions, 2 PDG
Dist OH3 22 Lions, 1 PDG Dist OH4 29 Lions, 1 PDG
Dist OH5 22 Lions, 1 PDG DistOH6 27 Lions, 4 PDG

Dist OH7 19 Lions, 3 PDG
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Ohio’s 75" Council Chair for 2023-24
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CC/PDG Dave Stockum
PDG’s of MD13,

As the Lion Year enters its final month, there are two areas | would like to address. First, | would like to express
my thanks to those who recently attended the MD13 State Convention. The service at the hotel was far below
par, and we will not be using that facility for any further MD13 activities. Unfortunately, we were contractually
committed to this past event and could not change it without a significant financial loss.

However, the convention itself was quite exciting. We were able to update attendees on the current state of
our foundations, which is excellent, honor many MD13 Lions for their contributions to the multi-district this past
year, and socialize with Lion friends we don’t often have the opportunity to see. As an extension of our District
practice of honoring members with Council of Governors Medals, | presented one Lion from each District with
a Council Chairperson’s Medal for their service to MD13. Lions from our sub-districts were presented
Presidential Medals with the assistance of International First Vice President Fabricio Oliveira. Presidential
Certificates of Appreciation were also presented. In all, over thirty Ohio Lions were recognized for their
contributions to MD13. As in the past, | was able to present a Melvin Jones Fellowship to a deserving Lion. A
listing of these honored Lions will be posted on the State Website. Vice President Oliveira was presented with
a James T. Coffey Fellowship as part of our appreciation for his participation in the convention. Perhaps the
most visual feature of the weekend was the display of over 2200 pounds of peanut butter for the Buckeye Food
Alliance and the map of Ohio colleges and universities which we plan to support in the coming year since
campuses are one of the “food deserts” we often overlook.

Just a brief comment on our membership growth. We were in positive numbers at the end of April, but we fell
into negative numbers as May ended. Retention of existing members is crucial. We can still achieve positive
membership growth, but we need to ask one, one more time, in these final weeks and look to keeping our
current members in the fold.

Best wishes as we close the 2023-2024 Lions Year. Health and happiness to all.
We Serve.

CC Dave Stockum

Those overseeing the “Spreading Kindness” project
from each District.

THANK YOU LIONS OF OHIO!!!

The mountain of results of the “Spreading Kindness” service project at the Ohio Lions, Inc. State Convention.
2,105 Ibs. of peanut butter going to the Buckeye Food Alliance!

According to healthaffairs.org, as many as 30% of college students will experience food insecurity during their
time in school. Is there a college food pantry near your Club that could use your support?



https://www.facebook.com/groups/OHLions/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVbBLtqhQvIsCoq-jvrvbRfn5koZmzCdVN4gMR9inxVKy4AbMxa3xVeIf1gNs1WYniv26w-zKxm1Twp9_XuBoArkAQtOZ03ISlzKwBlXbDz_CBwHMibAhhw9JEOMFNDcbQrQPTSehv7PIqRSUM0jSmwhQoRSEN-ug0yDBX9nKCxbr8d6PmxapaQnuWDb1Hhj8OcelCCXDVm2kLjZPgzzfUsTO_XRpKWtKs5vCOiLHPRV8dl7LHO3--TzFXlxAkyRVD26LNnjRMZZHNJ8od9vgdY&__tn__=-UK-y-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhealthaffairs.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1t6JV6gO-OSIG8qjCeBwn5pHbwuzQg4aoWyM8rW48tldrpYxjyT4nVvrA_aem_AbW1T5sJzTJsg-tjSMcZZyxEpo7EFf7QJEHibvdqVKiwuJslyy8nSJLBpsNfLh63LBHnr8l9MIhUS2ik7Wj9EPM0&h=AT3z8HZfI4CKhkOTYIza5G8kQ0RpxI6uI5dJ2DUkq-hJuAHYqyMMVGzG78El7RJg6WEai7lu-ckFXjcD9RXRU3ROFG2s82zGcyqZy7GaBK-KiOhUQEXXbM_BxeeNUYW5D5lYhGXqcSS9b9iT-kZuwD4&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2vQLOmFH_cwuMxFEjezODZp8HGpPiLQ6586KoeVYfhZdkEUyyRNR_w0xer__W3V6AWSnKQFTvLofT7VO3ovBMa_9dZy4VLuSfhYzvBxp0Ayh8_xqfjXy8mIJrqAMiVuDCMHqmbWHZTb3_Qxpa_ml7CaD17rzhEeTCVE7GE2UUW7jn5MhP1qEvpZgqClIplQLWJw8oHQGoomGgNJBF51WEhPaislZ_34LhoJ3RcredFvDGb2NjJ8SgK57qcRuTFwXS30967QIiAj2cWCtkNP0Blz9G5j_UE

OH1 OH2
DG Deb Crawford DG Julianne Zody
PDG Jay Deutschman PCC Kerry Parker

DG Mike Kerek
PCC Dave Risen

DG Becky Thornton
PDG Rob Murry

- }. DG Janet Christen
‘?‘ / , PCC Betty Robins
OH6

OH7
DG John Hibbs DG Sara Camacho
PDG Jay Carey Lion Tamarra Parker-Stephens

Council of Governor’s Excellent Award

Millersport Lions Club being Recognized for Their
LCI Kindness Matters Service Award

Melvin Jones Fellow Award

Tina Johns, Rushville Union Lions (OH7)
State Peace Poster Winner (OH1) CC Dave Stockum & 1VP Fabricio Oliveira
Emilia Garner
Arbor Hill Jr. High School
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Lion Kay Kerr (OH3)
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PCC Dave, Lion ?, DGEMary Ellen PCC Don N PDG Chris
IPCC Kevin PID Steve
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PCC Kenny, DGE Toni, IPDG Cindy, DGE Patty PCC Kenny, PCC Lydia, PDG Josie .
2VDGE Tamarra, DGE Lilane PDG Jackie, PDG Tony PCC Dave Risen

“on the phone......
in the next room”

Ohio’s 76th Council Chair
for 2024-25
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