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INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR CANDIDATE FOR OHIO ENDORSEMENT 

1. What past experiences would make you the best candidate for International Director? 

My professional and Lions leadership experiences have provided me with a strong foundation to 
effectively serve as an International Director. 

1. I spent 34 years in the insurance industry with a super-regional property and casualty 
carrier, serving in commercial, personal, and bond underwriting, as well as in corporate 
business continuity and security role. This career gave me a deep understanding of 
organizational operations, risk management, governance, and strategic decision-making. 

2. I served for 15 years on the Parks and Recreation Board as Treasurer, working closely with 
commissioners across multiple community programs. During this time, I also founded the 
Taekwondo program, through Free Spirit Karate, that I continue to teach through the Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

3. I am a small business owner, operating two enterprises: Jack’s Photography and Women in 
Leadership, a professional speaking and leadership development organization. 

4. Since becoming a Lion in 2004, I have consistently attended District Conventions across 
Ohio, allowing me to build strong relationships, gain insight into the unique priorities of 
each district, and better understand the needs of Lions throughout the state. 

5. I have held numerous leadership positions at the Club, District, and Multiple District levels, 
most recently serving as MD13 GLT (2 yrs), OH5 LCIF Coordinator, and, MD13 PDG 
Association Communications Coordinator, just to name a few. 

6. I have represented the Central Ohio Lions Eye Bank on its boards for many years, 
contributing to its mission and governance. 

7. I have attended numerous District, State, and International Conventions, developing 
meaningful relationships with Lions from across MD 13 and around the world. 

8. I have participated in multiple USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forums as both an attendee 
and a presenter, served as a moderator, and earned a Doctorate from Lions University. 

9. I have participated in every Winter Retreat as both attendee and a presenter, served as a 
moderator, and been on the Winter Retreat committee. 

 

2. What current resources can you draw upon to be an excellent ID? 

I bring a broad network of relationships and strategic resources that will support effective 
service as an International Director. 



• I have established strong connections and lasting friendships with many Past International 
Directors and Past International Presidents throughout the United States and internationally, 
providing valuable insight, mentorship, and collaboration opportunities. 

• I maintain active relationships with numerous organizations outside of Lions, including the 
American Red Cross, Hospice organizations, insurance companies and agencies, 
Toastmasters, Taekwondo and other youth-focused organizations, Parks and Recreation 
departments, Community Associations and multiple Chambers of Commerce. These 
connections strengthen partnerships, expand Lions’ community impact, and support 
membership growth and service initiatives. 

 

3. What project or charity that is endorsed by Lions International are you most passionate 
about? Why? 

The Lions International initiative I am most passionate about is vision services, inspired by the 
legacy of Helen Keller and her enduring influence on Lions worldwide. 

Those who know me well understand that my commitment to vision services is deeply rooted in 
Helen Keller’s historic challenge to Lions. Too often, we forget why Lions began this journey and 
why vision remains critically important more than 100 years later. When I was first asked to 
speak about Helen Keller, I wanted to understand more than just the speech she delivered to 
Lions; I wanted to know why she chose to speak to us and what motivated her call to action. 

As I researched her life and impact more deeply—particularly to answer the many questions 
Lions asked after my presentations—Helen Keller became increasingly fascinating to me. That 
growing understanding transformed into a profound passion for vision screening and vision 
care. The more screenings we conducted, the more referrals we received, and the more 
powerful stories I heard—stories of individuals whose sight was saved or restored because 
Lions were there. 

It is impossible to imagine where the world, or Lions, would be today without Helen Keller’s 
influence. Because of her vision and advocacy, Lions embraced vision services, which became 
the foundation from which our service initiatives expanded. From that single focus, Lions now 
serve through seven global causes. Over the past century, millions of people worldwide have 
had their eyesight restored or preserved, enabling them to lead healthier, more active, and 
more independent lives. This extraordinary impact traces back to one brilliant woman whose 
message continues to guide and inspire Lions more than 100 years later. 

4. How do you see your ability as a PID to help the Lions of Ohio? 

Throughout my Lions career in Ohio, I have consistently served wherever I was needed—
whether at the Club, District, or State level—always with a commitment to supporting the Lions 
of Ohio in any capacity asked. As a Past International Director, I will continue that same service. 



In this role, I will share my knowledge and experience in Lionism both locally and internationally, 
serving as a resource and point of connection for Ohio Lions. I see my responsibility as helping 
to effectively communicate and filter information between the international organization and 
our local Lions, serving as a liaison within the broader International family. 

I have always connected well with the Lions of Ohio and strive to remain approachable, 
accessible, and supportive wherever I go. I look forward to continuing to serve as a Past 
International Director in any capacity that benefits the Lions of Ohio and supports their ongoing 
success. 

 


