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August 2, 2020 

2020-2021 Council of Governors 
 

In accordance with the MD13 Ohio Lions Constitution, you, the 2020-2021 Council of 

Governors, authorized the selection of an endorsed candidate for the office of 

International Director at the May 2021 MD13 Ohio Lions State Convention. 

At your first Cabinet meeting, please review the following important information with 

your District: 

 MD13 Ohio Lions Constitution Article XIII Section 3 documents the 

qualifications for candidates for the office of International Director as 

follows:  

 



 

A. Be an Active Member in good standing of a Lions Club in good standing; 

and 

 

B. Have completed or be completing a full term or major portion thereof as 

District Governor, of a full District of this Association; and  

 

C. Secure the endorsements by vote of a convention, of his/her District (both 

Sub and Multiple) in accordance with Article II, Section 2 of the By-Laws; 

and secure the certification of said endorsement in accordance with the 

International Constitution and By-Laws. PROVIDED, That the convention 

of a single or sub-district shall be eligible to endorse a candidate only if the 

single or sub-district meets the minimum district requirements as provided 

in Article VIII, Section 2 of the International By-Laws at the time such 

endorsement is issued;  

As documented in the MD13 Ohio Lions Policy Manual, the Liaison Committee is 

responsible to monitor and conduct the election of a candidate for International office 

at the MD13 Ohio Lions State Convention. 

 

By November 7, 2020 (the second 2020-2021 Council of Governor’s meeting), 

all qualified candidates must send their letter of intent along with their club 

endorsement to our MD 13 Ohio Lions Liaison Chairman: 

PDG Butch Strawn 
872 Roxton Way 
Lancaster, Ohio 43130 
 

On December 12, 2020, the Liaison Committee will conduct a briefing meeting 

(hopefully at the Ohio Lions State Office) with prospective candidates, their spouses, 

and their respective campaign chairs, at which time discussion of campaign ground 

rules will take place.  All present or past international officers and the current Council 

Chair will participate in this meeting.  



 

The committee shall monitor and supervise the adherence to campaign rules for all 

International Officer campaigns, as determined in the candidate briefing meeting.  

  In Service, 

PDG Butch Strawn, Liaison Chairman 
PDG Jeff Hatfield, Liaison Committee 
PDG Rob Murry, Liaison Committee 
 
 
 

 
We all are well aware that this is a challenging year. Are we up to the challenges? Our 
organization is based on service and to fund a large portion of our service we conduct 
fundraisers. With the threat of Covid-19 it is definitely not the time to host a Square Dance 
and it is wise for our at-risk members to avoid large gatherings. It is not an excuse to not 
serve and there are options for fundraisers that are low contact. Just because our normal 
service project or fundraiser is too high risk is not an excuse to shut down and abandon 
those who need our help. For years we have talked about thinking outside the box, well the 
box is gone. We must completely rethink everything. We must come up with new, creative, 
and safe ways to serve. Please don’t interpret this as downplaying this virus. I believe it is 
serious and needs to be handled with caution; however, this crises has created a need for 
Lions that is greater than ever. Can we ignore the severe rise of mental health issues, drug, 
and alcohol abuse, not to mention the terrible increase in child neglect and abuse? Children 
are still being diagnosed with cancer, diabetes, and eye conditions. Unfortunately, now with 
the issues in seeking medical attention some of these diseases are being diagnosed even 
later. So, helping to finding better treatments and cures is even more important. 
   I believe we have one of the most effective and dedicated organizations on this planet, 
and I see the need around us increasing exponentially. Over the last 100 years we have 
accomplished great things and we have a tremendous potential to better our world in 
unbelievable ways.. We can put our efforts into finding ways to make it happen or we can 
spend our days reinforcing the reasons not to. Many times I have repeated Henry Ford’s 
quote “Whether you believe you can or you believe you can’t; you are right”, I believe this 
statement is so applicable to the situations we face today. It not only applies to Covid but 
also to leadership and membership. Either we can step up and be leaders or we can think 
up reasons not to. We can go out and ask others to join us in our efforts to make a better 
world, or we can make up reason why we think people will not join our cause. I work daily 
with people who use horse and buggy as transportation, but computers as part of their 
businesses. Yet daily I also meet Lions who have all sorts of reasons not to use email let 
alone Zoom. In the current environment we are finding it necessary to use virtual meetings. 
What a great tool for us to work together across the state. This virus has finally forced us to 
use something that we could have been using to improve our organization for many years. 
What other opportunities are before us that were hidden by our refusal to look? I am 



 

excited, because I believe that this crisis is actually a great opportunity for our organization 
to shed the outdated and unproductive practices that has held us back for far too many 
years. We have the chance to look at our organization in a whole new perspective. 
If you are reading this newsletter, I can guarantee you are a leader at some level in your 
club. We need you to spread the word and help get your clubs serving. The October 4-10th 
Fall into Serves is a great opportunity to join clubs all over Ohio in doing an existing or new 
project. Use it to spread the Lions story and invite non-Lions to participate. Safe, effective 
projects are right outside your front door. Card showers for a nursing home, canned food 
drive, road, or park cleanup, fall cleanup of people’s yards are just a few of the potential 
projects that would still allow social distancing and get Lions out serving. We spend a lot of 
time talking about serving, recruiting more members, and making a difference. Let’s make 
October 4-10th a week of action. There is a lot of need in the world and the world needs 
Lions. 
Let’s Serve! 
 
CC Kenny Schuck 
kennyrschuck@gmail.com 
 

What’s happening at the International Level: 

United in Kindness and Diversity 

 

 International Director Steve Thornton  

Hello Ohio, 

Thank you for all you are doing. Let me make that quite simple, but very important, 
statement. As I read or hear about what clubs and districts are doing, it’s clear we haven’t 
forgotten what Lions are all about. Even though we may not be meeting as usual, we still 
are out serving our communities and beyond. We are still making a difference to people 
who need our help. We’re still living up to our motto, “We Serve.” And, we’re still having fun! 

Each year at the state convention, our International guest and the Ohio International family, 
present Presidential and Leadership medal to our most deserving members. This year, that 
didn’t happen. But, the medals are still going to be presented, or in some cases, already 
have been presented, by the IPDG’s in each district. Congratulations to all who will be, or 
have been, recognized. A special congratulations to IPCC Lydia Houser for receiving a 
Presidential medal while attending the OH 4 celebration. I was honored, along with PID 
Steve, to present it to her. 

Speaking of PID Steve, in case you missed it, he was appointed the General Chairman of 
the USA/Canada Leadership Forum for 2024, to be held in Louisville, Ky. Quite an honor for 



 

PID Steve. Be sure to offer your congratulations and your assistance to him for the work he 
will need to do. 

There is still time to sign up for the virtual forum later this month. It’s only $20, so give it a 
try. 

Lions International has cancelled most of the travel for the remainder of the year. Our next 
board meeting, which was to be in the Canary Islands, will be on- line in October. Becky 
and I have several conventions in the US schedule for next spring, followed by the 
International Convention in Montreal. Obviously, it’s still not clear if we will go to any of 
these. 

Be safe, have fun 

Thank you for all you are doing. 

ID Steve 

 

 

 

 

OH3 DG Terry Snyder 

Hello, from OH3! 
 
Though we are still under restrictions, the Lions of OH3 continue to serve.  There is 
a Bike for Sight sponsored by the Wooster Noon Club on September 20th and a 
STEPS Walk in Wooster on September 26.  Be sure to register and join in the fun. 
We would love to see you there. You can also be a virtual walker or even walk 
somewhere else. Just be sure you register. 
 
Also, don't forget about sending in your commitment letters for the Fall into Service 
week October 4-10. I am sure all the Districts are fearing up for this event.  Think of 
safe ways you can serve in your community--we can make this a fantastic event. 
 
Stay safe and keep the momentum going!  Looking forward to visiting each Club. 
 
DG Terry Snyder 
 

 



 

 

 

Ohio Lions Winter Retreat 

January 15-17, 2021 
Salt Fork State Park Resort 

Cambridge, OH 

www.saltforkparklodge.com 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

STEPS Events for 2020-2021 are listed below.   

Some events are still being planned.  

 OH1: October 3, 2020 - McComb, OH 
 OH2: September 13, 2020 - Fostoria, OH 
 OH3: September 26, 2020 - Wooster, OH 
 OH4: September 27, 2020 - Mogadore, OH 
 OH5: November 21, 2020 - TBD 
 OH6: TBD 
 OH7: September 20, 2020 - Marietta, OH 

 

 

Fall into Service with Lions 

Despite the pandemic, the Lions of Ohio are still serving. A community project was started 
last spring but was never able to take off. So, we are going to try this again. The week of 
October 4-10, 2020 will be called "Fall into Service with Lions". Clubs in all 7 Districts are 
asked to participate. The goal is to have 60% of the clubs participating throughout the State. 

. Clubs wanting to participate will sign a "Letter of Commitment". Clubs will then work with 
Zone Chairs and other District Officers to help them come up with the best individual 
service project. Projects can be a few hours during the week few hours over several nights 
or a project that lasts all day. Your club knows your members' talents. No project is too 
small or too big. 

The GAT Committee made up of the District GMT, GLT and GST will help each club to 
reach their goals. Again, more information will be coming. If anyone has any questions once 
you received the information; please feel free to contact your District Governor or any 
District Officer. This statewide project can only succeed if your club participates. We cannot 
think of a better way to start our second century of service. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Sight Center of Northwest Ohio and the Sylvania Lions Club are 
Sponsoring: Drive-In Designer Purse BINGO Thursday, September 17th 
6:30PM At Sundance Kid Drive-In 4500 Navarre Ave, Oregon, OH 43616 
Tickets are available by visiting: sightcentertoledo.ejoinme.org 

 

District Poinsettia Sale Again this year District 13 OH-2  

will be having a poinsettia sale to raise funds for district projects and to provide a 
club fundraiser if clubs so choose. We have been successful in past years and look 
forward to success again this year even under interesting circumstances. Clubs 
have their customer lists from prior sales and new contacts could be made through 
social media, phone calls, etc. Christmas IS coming and what would this holiday 
be without our poinsettias? Colors and pricing will be shared as soon as we have 
information from the greenhouse. Dust off your customer lists from last year and 
make some initial contacts with supporting businesses, churches, and neighbors. 
Complete information and order forms also will be put on the district website. This is 
an easy way to help fund OH-2 projects and to promote our clubs as we reach out 
to the public.   

Lion Ann Miller 

OH 2 

Poinsettia Sale Chair  

 

 
 

  

 



 

  

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE SENT OUT NOVEMBER 
15TH 
I must have the articles for it by November 10th.  bthorntonrn@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


