
 

        
                                  2016-2017 Council Chairman IPDG Ben Cosgray and Lion Kathy 
 
 

 
 
First, I hope that all had a wonderful, meaningful and safe holiday season. 
 
November, December and January has seen less activity than the prior quarter.  I have: 

1. Attended the OH1 and OH7 cabinet meetings. 
2. Made my bi-weekly trips to the State Office for check signing. 
3. Responding to numerous emails and telephone calls. 
4. And, attended the Bellville Lions Club’s 60th Charter Night celebration as their keynote 

speaker. 
 
Later this month, I will visit OH6’s cabinet meeting.  This will complete my cabinet 
meeting visitations. Currently I am preparing to attend the District Conventions, preside 
over the State Convention and go to Chicago.  All the state shaped District Governor 
plaques are completed and all Council of Governor’s and Council Chair medals are 
ready. 
 
The latest Centennial Dashboard statistics are impressive.  One hundred thirty-three 
million, seven hundred and thirty-four thousand, eight hundred and fifty-six 
(133,734,856) people worldwide have been helped.  Three hundred fifty-three thousand 
and eighty-eight (353,088) new members have been inducted along with three thousand 
and seven (3,007) new Centennial Clubs formed.  Finally, ten thousand seven hundred 
and one (10,701) Legacy projects have been started/completed.  MD 13 statistics are: 
432,602 people supported, 550 new members inducted including 2 new clubs and 89 
legacy projects reported.  Have you and your club done your part?  Remember to 
report all contributions through myLCI.   
 
I wish I could say that Ohio has turned the corner in membership growth, but we have 
not. Using the end of January LCI statistics (more current than the above dashboard 
counts) even though we have inducted 589 new Centennial members we have lost 816 
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for a net gain of -227 members.  Ohio also started 2 new clubs but lost 4.  We now 
stand at 11,940 members and 416 clubs. We can do better, we have to.  Always think 
RETENTION.  Engage your District GMT team to get new ideas on Extension, Club 
Growth and Retention.  The first two words of my tag line really address this issue …. 
ACTION AND URGENCY! 
 
I leave you with two thoughts, first a quote from George Washington Carver: 
 

“BE TENDER WITH THE YOUTH, COMPASSIONATE WITH THE AGED, 
TOLERANT OF THE WEAK, BECAUSE SOMEDAY IN YOUR LIFE YOU WILL 
BE ALL OF THESE.” 
 

And … as PID Floyd Newberry was so fond of saying; 
 

 “IT’S GREAT TO BE A LION”.    
 
Remember:  Dream Big and Believe.  You CAN and DO make a difference! 
Action, Urgency, Excellence & Quality in all that you do!!! 
 
Ben Cosgray 
Council Chair 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                        

 
 
 
 



Rest in Peace, PID Lion Floyd Newberry, Jr.  
by Lion Jackie Christensen 
Zone J Chair, District 13-OH5 
 
It was with great sadness we learned about the passing of our friend, PID Floyd, on Friday, January 13th, 
2017.  PDG Bill had the pleasure of serving with Elaine as Governor’s in 2007-2008.  As a Governor’s 
Spouse we all had the pleasure of serving with PID Floyd for those 3 years as Lions Bill and Elaine went 
through the chairs.  We are all close because of to those years and it’s a time of very fond memories.  PID 
Floyd was a Lion’s Lion and knew how to have a good time.  We all enjoyed joking around with him and 
he gave as good as he got.     I wanted to share some of my memories of PID Floyd during that time, to 
honor my friend. 
When we first started on that path, PID Floyd told me how excited he was to get to be a spouse of the 
Governor and couldn’t wait to enjoy our spouses meetings and going shopping with us.  The only problem 
was, we later learned, every time we got together he always felt like he had to be at the Council of 
Governor’s meeting instead of attending the spouses sessions. 
When our spouses were Deputy District Governor’s (this was before they changed it to 2nd Vice District 
Governor’s) it was actually PID Floyd, Spouse Ray Dellmore and one of the Vice District Governor 
spouses, I believe, who came up with the idea of a HOG (Husband of Governor) pin.  We had a lot of fun 
with that one. It’s how we ended up with a pig “HOG” on the pin.  Those of you who knew PID Floyd know 
a hog was on his personal pins.     
We always picked on PID Floyd because he was never at our spouses meetings, even though he kept 
telling us he’d still go shopping with us.  So when we could never get him to go we decided we’d bring the 
shopping to him.   Ray Dellmore, Tina Conn and I were at Easton on that particular shopping trip and we 
decided to go into Victoria’s Secret and buy “something” to pick on PID Floyd.  This was during the old 
Fall Conference we used to have before it was changed to the Winter Retreat.  We even got the visiting 
International Director (ID) in on it with us and we made PID Floyd open our “gift” during the banquet in 
front of everyone.  When he saw the Victoria’s Secret bag he wasn’t too sure about it and the ID was 
enjoying it along with us.  We told PID Floyd we brought the shopping to him since he never came with 
us.  Those of you who were there I’m sure remember that banquet.  It was the first time I ever saw PID 
Floyd blush.  It was priceless.  I think he even vowed to pay us spouses back for that one.    
And finally, one of my other favorite memories was during Governor Elaine’s banquet.  Many of you how 
much Lions like to have fun and once in a while we even steal from each other for comradery.  One of the 
Newberry’s club members is known as a “jokester” in his District and he and I had some fun with this one, 
even though he got blamed for it and I was the one who stole it.  Past Council Chair, Horst Hertzog, 
actually dared me to steal Governor Elaine’s bell during their convention.  He bet me $5.00 I couldn’t get 
it.  It wasn’t that hard and I actually stole it right in front of PID Floyd when he wasn’t paying attention.  But 
I gave it back before the weekend was up.  Governor Elaine gave him such a hard time for that and I 
don’t think he ever forgave me for that one.  Every time we saw each other after that I asked him if he’d 
forgive me yet and he always said no, with a smile on his face.   
If you knew much about PID Floyd, you know he had a disability. He said the doctors told him he wouldn’t 
live long because of it.  He was so ornery, I say it’s how he showed them, and was determined to prove 

them wrong.  I for one, am glad he defied the odds and lived a long, service filled life for mankind!  Thank 
you PID Floyd for your friendship and your service.  Heaven is celebrating for having you home.  PDG Bill 
and I are blessed to have known him and gotten to spend as much time with him as we did. We will miss 

our friend, rest in peace PID Floyd! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Hello Ohio Lions 
We are now in the second month of the third quarter of this lion’s year. At the end of June we were at 
12,154 members here in Ohio. At the end of December we had 11,973 members. We are down 181 
members.  
 
A while back I was watching M.A.S.H. 4077 on television and they were saying that some have a true gift 
and some do not. When I heard this I was working on some membership things. It struck me that some 
Lions have the gift to talk to people and get them to join Lions. Others have the same gift but have not 
acquired the confidence to use it. We need to appreciate those that do have it and encourage those that 
have yet to acquire it.  
 
Every club in the state has one member that has the gift and others that have not acquired the 
confidence to become one yet. There are things that we as lions can do to cultivate that. One thing is to 
create an elevator speech. A list of things that Lions do for their community, when lions started etc. It 
should be no longer than 3 minutes. Each and every lion should have one. 
 
In February the Lions of Ohio are challenged to do a membership drive using the Ohio Plan or any plan 
the works for your club. There is a revised version of The Ohio Plan that has some items added to help 
those that are into using email or other electronic forms for communicating with people along with 
other information about doing a new member night. It has been sent to the Ohio Lions website. If you 
cannot find it please contact me and I will send you an electronic copy. 
 
Remember the more Lions you have in your club the more the club can do and the easier it is for each 
member.    
 
Contact your District GMT Coordinator for help with membership questions. 
 
PDG Dana Zody 
MD13 GMT Coordinator 
Email   cozcurl@earthlink.net 
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Winter Retreat 2017. 

  

            I would like to thank you on behave of the Winter Retreat Committee for attending the 
2017 Winter Retreat and remembering to bring your items for the Centennial 
Challenges.  Thanks to your generosity we collected 1331 items.  The items  were divided by 6, 
having 2 winners in each of the 3 categories. 

            The winners for the Hunger category were Jane Jarrow from district oh5 and Bill 
Niejaolik from district oh1.  They each received 128 items. 

            Winners of the School supplies category were Cathy Davdis from district oh7 and PDG 
Danny O’Conner oh7.  They each received 253 items. 

            Winners of the used Eye glasses were PDG Marv and Debbie Crawford district oh1 and 
PCC Ben Cosgray from district oh5.  They each received 407 pairs of glasses. 

Julianne Zody Committee member 

 
 
 
 



 
 

2016 Peace Poster Winner 

Choosing a Peace Poster was more difficult.  Jineen Musa of the Heritage Middle School, 
Hilliard schools, was the overall winner.  Jineen is also in the 7th grade and I heard she returned 
the club’s “monetary award” back to the club so they could use it for somebody really needing 
help.  We need more youth like Jineen!  The Hilliard Lions Club sponsored the poster and is in 
OH-5. 

1VDGs here is your challenge for next year …. the Hilliard club had 43 entries to choose from 
this year.  This is a great program, so let’s all try and get each school to submit more than 43 
entries.  Let’s make each club really work hard on picking a club winner.  

CC Lion Ben Cosgray 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 



 



5. 

Essay Winner -  Charlie Bruskotter from the Dempsey Middle School, Delaware City 
Schools, submitted an outstanding and thought provoking essay entitled “Finding 
Peace”.  Charlie is in the 7th grade.  The essay was sponsored by the Delaware Lions 
Club in OH-5.  
 
 

 

 



The Future of Peace 
It's the 30th anniversary of our Peace Poster Contest! To celebrate, we 
redesigned our Peace Poster kits.  Invite young artists in your 
communities to submit a poster design that expresses our theme, "The 
Future of Peace." The contest is a great way to connect with your 
community and encourage youth to express their vision of peace.  
 

Children aged 11–13 are eligible to participate. All you need to do to unlock a child's creativity 
is purchase a Peace Poster kit from club supplies. Purchase your Peace Poster kit today! More 
information on the LCI website. 
  
 
 
 
 
Lions clubs around the world are encouraged to sponsor students in the Lions 
International Essay Contest. This essay contest was created to offer an opportunity to 
visually impaired young people to express their feelings of peace. The theme of the 
2017-18 Lions International Essay Contest is "The Future of Peace." Students who are 
visually impaired and who are ages 11, 12 or 13 on November 15, are eligible to 
participate. Check LCI web page for details. 

 
 

 

 

Lions of Ohio - Do you know there's a new Facebook page called Ohio Lions 
Youth? We're just getting started with it but hope to add information 
from Leo Clubs and other youth projects around the state 

 

(If you wish to put your club’s activities or events in this newsletter, 
please have it to bthorntonrn@gmail.com by April 1st and/or June 1st) 
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CALLING ALL OHIO LIONS 

MD13 State Convention  
Will be here soon! 

May 12-14, 2017  
Kalahari Resort, Sandusky 

 
Registration is now available online 

http://ohiolions.org/index.php/31-events/70-ohio-lions-state-convention 
 

NOTE: Convention Registration DOES NOT include registration 
for the Centennial Event at Cedar Point. 

 JOIN US FOR… 
State Convention 

$100  
Friday May 12 – Sunday May 14 

Sessions & Speakers 
Trivia Competitions 

Hospitality and Fellowship 
Displays and Pin Traders 

Friday Banquet 
Saturday Luncheon 

Sunday Grand Banquet 
*$7 optional Pancake Breakfast for Saturday 

morning can be purchased at the time of registration. 

Cedar Point Centennial 
Event 
$30 

Saturday, May 13 at 6pm 
Saturday Dinner 

Helen Keller & Melvin Jones Speeches 
Tour to Helen Keller Memorial marker 
Transportation to and from Cedar Point 

* No Cedar Point ticket needed for event 
admission. 

** Anyone who purchases an event ticket is 
entitled to park at Kalahari and ride to CP on the 

bus. 

Hotel accommodation information can be found at 
http://md13convention2017.org/lodging/ 
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Listed below are the dates of the upcoming District Conventions.  Please go to the 
individual District website for details. 

 

OH1 District Convention 

March 31-April 1, 2017 

Findlay Inn and Conference Center 

OH2 District Convention 

March 24-26, 2017 

OH3 District Convention 

April 28-30, 2017 

International Guest - ID Nicolin Carol Moore 

OH4 District Convention 

March 17-19, 2017 

Clarion Inn & Conference Center 
6625 Dean Memorial Parkway 
Hudson, OH 

OH5 District Convention 

March 10-12, 2017 

OH6 District Convention 

April 21-22, 2017 

Embassy Suites 
4554 Lake Forrest Drive 
Blue Ash, OH 45242               International Guest - ID Howard Hudson (Lynn) 
Santa Barbara, CA 

OH7 District Convention 

March 3-5, 2017 



 

 



"American Idol Champion Taylor Hicks 
Headlining this year's Orrville Lions Rib and 
Music Fest" 
 
Mark your calendars for August 18 & 19, 2017 for this year's Orrville 
Lions Rib and Music Fest.  This year's entertainment lineup keeps 
with the tradition of a top notch entertainment experience for all 
ages of music lovers. 
 
Kicking off this years' entertainment on Friday August 18th at 6pm 
is the legendary Stick People Band.  Made up of ever popular locals 
Mike Balas, Steve Calabria and Steve Rousseau, they have been 
entertaining crowds with their jazzy, bluesy style of rock for more 
than three decades.   
 
Rounding out the Friday entertainment beginning at 9pm we are pleased to present The 
Lincoln Way Band, playing both today's popular country hits as well as yesterday's 
favorites.  Lincoln Way Band combines vocal harmony with hard driving guitars, bass, 
keys and drums to reproduce the sound of today's power country sounds, providing a 
pleasant and exciting, family friendly show for all ages. 
 
Getting things started on Saturday night at 6PM is local songwriter, artist Gretchen 
Pleuss.  In the style of one of her musical heroes Joni Mitchell, Gretchen will entertain 
you with her guitar styling as well as her silky alto vocals.   
 
And last but not least, we are pleased to announce as our Headliner Entertainment this 
year.......hailing from the state of Alabama, American Idol Season 5 winner, Taylor 
Hicks.  Taylor Hicks is one of the most beloved and popular AMERICAN IDOL winners 
of all time. 
 
From the start, Hicks’ material on the mega-hit show set him apart, with a unique take 
on Southern soul, R & B, country and blues. Sixty-four million votes were cast and 
nearly 37 million American viewers and more than 200 million viewers worldwide tuned 
in to crown Hicks the Season 5 winner of AMERICAN IDOL, making it one of the most-
watched TV events of the last decade.  
 
His soulful sounds will grace the stage of this year's Orrville Lions Rib and Music Fest of 
Saturday August 19th beginning at 9pm.  As always, there is no charge for these 
performances as it is not only our annual fundraiser but a gift to the community in the 
form of a fun filled family event. 

 
 



 



 



 

STEPS 

Lions for Pediatric Cancer Research 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In September 2017, there will be a series of Lions walks throughout the state, raising 
money for pediatric cancer research and awareness of the disease; the #1 killer of 
children behind accidents. Each governor will appoint a committee dedicated to bringing 
at least one walk to your district. 
 
Join the 13,000 other Ohio Lions; bring family, friends, and anyone else; and let’s make 
this a statement the world can hear: Ohio Lions are fighting pediatric cancer, small 
STEPS at a time! 
 
Our website will be available soon. For now, please contact your district STEPS 
coordinator or district  
governor. 

An MD-13 2017 
Millennial Legacy 

Project  

Supported by the 
following organizations: 

  

  

100% of money raised 
will go to the oncology 
research centers of the 
following institutions: 

91,250 children lose their 
lives to cancer every year. 
1/285 children in the U.S. 
will be diagnosed with 
cancer by the age of 20. It’s 
the #1 killer from disease in 
children 15 & younger. 
Despite these facts, child-
hood cancer research is 
vastly and consistently 
underfunded.  

If your organization or 
company is willing to 
sponsor or host one of 
the events, please 
contact Lion Dave at 
740-407-2403, or Lion 
Mike at 740-412-4692. 


