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NEW MOUNTAINS TO CLIMB 
 

I hope that all had a happy and safe Thanksgiving.  We truly have a lot to be thankful in this 
country and hopefully all took the opportunity to reflect on what we have. 
These past two months have been busy for me.  Much of October was taken up by non-Lions 
obligations but it was my honor to assist with the presentation of graduation certificates to this 
year’s RLLI graduates.  I facilitated a meeting of the State Committee Chairs and attended the 
State International Relations committee meeting and the State GLT meeting.  I also had the 
pleasure to present the club charter to the newly formed Lakemore Lions Club.  The State PDG, 
the OH5 PDG and the Ohio Lions Foundation board meetings came next.  November started 
similar to October in that I had the November Council of Governor’s meeting and have attended 
two District Cabinet Meetings, OH1 and OH7.  I also had the privilege to attend a second 
Charter Night for the newly charter Delta-Liberty Lions Club.   
Please remember to inform me of any district special events (Charter Nights, Charter Night 
Anniversaries, etc.) that you may be having.  I will do my best to attend, schedule permitting. 
Three noteworthy decisions were reached at the November Council of Governor’s meeting.  
They voted to: (1) apply for a $25,000 Quest grant, (2) apply for a $50,000 matching grant for 
Canine Companions (Canine Companions for Independence has the $50,000 match for monies 
donated by Lions Clubs throughout the US) and (3) endorse PID Haines Townsend of Georgia 
for third International Vice President.  PCC Ron Keller told us all is progressing with the 
planning of the 2018 USA/Canada Forum to be held in Columbus and PCC Sharon Parker 
asked for help manning the Columbus pre-registration booth at the 2017 Portland Forum. 
We also heard that all clubs, including Leos, need to do a better job of completing and 
submitting monthly membership and activity reports via MyLCI.  Too many Leo Clubs do not 
have member information entered into MyLCI.  Please help Leo Advisors and Leo Club officers 
know about this requirement. 
The 2017 Winter Retreat will be in Deer Creek this year starting on Friday January 13 and 
ending on Sunday January 15.  Now is the time to register.  See the Multiple District website for 
registration information. 
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As of November 15, 2016 MD 13 had 12,022 members in 418 clubs.  This is down 145 
members and 1 club since June 30, 2016.  We need to stop this trend!  Let’s all help our GMT’s 
in 2016-2017 and bring in new members and clubs.  It is in all of our best interests to expand 
membership so that we can serve more.  PID Jerry Smith made a presentation in the Council of 
Governor’s meeting summarizing the changes/additions made to the Ohio Plan.  It is now more 
“internet” friendly.   

 
 
As you can see from the above graphic, we have well surpassed the original goal of serving 
100,000,000 people by the end of June 2018.  As a reward, the new goal is 200,000,000.  We 
WILL make it.  I would not rule out being challenged to serve 300,000,000 but this is just me 
musing.  Bye the way, the total number of Lions worldwide is now over 1.4 million.  Not a bad 
ratio of people served per Lion. 
I further recommend each of you read your district newsletters and other districts.  They are full 
of worthwhile information and upcoming events.  It’s never too late to learn what others are 
doing and considering if they could or should be incorporated in your district. 
I recently came across these three old Chinese proverbs or maybe just old fortune cookies.  
However, I believe they are relevant to each of us: 

 Every person is the architect of his own fortune. 
 Everyone is fun: you just have to find their fun side. 
 Every moment is a golden one for him who has the vision to recognize it as such. 

Think about them!  (Yes, we again ate at a Chinese restaurant). 
In closing, I want to wish all Lions and their families a very Merry Christmas, or holiday of your 
choosing, and a Happy New Year. 
AGAIN 
Dream Big and Believe.  You CAN and DO make a difference! 
Action, Urgency, Excellence & Quality in all that you do!!! 
Council Chair Ben Cosgray 

 
 
 
 
 



WE SERVE for the Holiday’s! 

 
 

The Holiday Season came upon us fast once again and it’s here.  
This is the time of year we all rejoice with our families and good 
friends. But it’s also a time of year to be thankful and serve those 
less fortunate.  
 
I know it’s hard to believe but there are families that go without 
food, drinking water, clothing, or even shelter during the Holidays.  
Every year during the Holidays my club contributes some of our 
hard earned funds toward Cloth-A-Child, Coats for Kids, school 
supplies, and we give to local Food Banks.  My club members 
and I even ring the bell for the Salvation Army Kettles during the 
month of December.  My point is we all do a lot of good things for 
others around the Holidays as Lions.  “We serve” because “we 
care”. Let it Snow Show! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
 
Lion Mike Tyler, 2nd Vice District Governor OH4 
 
 

Lions of Ohio - Do you know there's a new Facebook page called Ohio 
Lions Youth? We're just getting started with it but hope to add 
information from Leo Clubs and other youth projects around the state. 

 



 

MEMBERSHIP STEERING COMMITTEE 
For the past several months Carol Carey, PDGs Dan and Carol Lester, Dana Zody, Don 
Robinette, John Davis, Nick Schmunk, Norm Cupps, Ron Keller, Ron Robbins and Lion 
Jane Jarrow have been working with me to help develop new strategies for membership 
in Ohio.  These strategies are focused on our Centennial Celebration and our 
membership into the next century. 
Before I explain what our committee has developed I would like to take a moment to 
comment on how Ohio is doing in comparison with the rest of the United States.  Of the 
49 multiple districts in the U.S. 16 are on the plus side at the end of November.  This is 
the highest number of plus multiple district in quite some time.  If fact the U.S.A. is a net 
-790 through November 30.  That is a very low number for this time of year.  On the 
other hand, MD13 was a -180 on November 30.  At the same time, Michigan MD11 was 
on the plus side and Pennsylvania (MD14) was a -133.  I mention that MD14 had a 
lower net loss than us because they have 19,338 Lions compared to our 11,967. 
These numbers tell us that we in Ohio need to do something to drastically 
improve our membership numbers.  That has been the goal of our committee. 
The Committee has developed a plan to have a statewide membership drive.  It is our 
desire to have every club have a membership event during February 2017. 
To accomplish this membership drive we have revised some existing tools and created 
some new ones for our clubs.  All of these tools should be available on the MD13 Web 
Site by the time you receive this newsletter. 
Our first order of business was to revise the Ohio Plan.  Many of the revisions are subtle 
changes, but we have added sections that address communications to prospective 
members electronically. 
Other items that will be posted on the web site will be: 

A “Sharing our Story” plan to let people in your community know about Lions by 
having members place their used Lions magazine in waiting room areas in their 
community.  A label about your club is developed to place on the magazine over 
your mailing address.   
Another means of attracting members is having a “Homecoming” for former 
members.  
Templates for newspaper and other written media for Lions Service projects and 
Fundraiser Events. 
Radio PSAs that can be used for district or club areas. 
PSAs that can be used as part of an email or facebook posting. 
We are still working on MD Video PSAs 

Of course, these tools are useless unless clubs actually put them to use at the local 
level.  Our goal for this Lions year is to be a net plus seven at the end of the year with 
each district being a net plus one. 
Come on Ohio, don’t let that state up north and Pennsylvania out shine us at the end of 
the year. 
 
Sincerely, 
PID Jerry Smith  
MD13 Membership Steering Committee, Chairperson 
 



 
 
 



 

 

 
 



OHIO LIONS 
WINTER RETREAT 

 
JANUARY 13,14,15,2017 

 
DEERCREEK LODGE 
MT STERLING OHIO 

 
For more 

information go to 
www.ohiolions.org 

 
  

http://www.ohiolions.org


 

 
Happy Lion’s New Year! 

 

 
 
 

Let’s Make the Ohio Lions for the  
Great Centennial Year! 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the February Ohio Lions Newsletter is January 31, 2017 
 



STEPS 

Lions for Pediatric Cancer Research 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In September 2017, there will be a series of Lions walks throughout the state, raising 
money for pediatric cancer research and awareness of the disease; the #1 killer of 
children behind accidents. Each governor will appoint a committee dedicated to bringing 
at least one walk to your district. 
 
Join the 13,000 other Ohio Lions; bring family, friends, and anyone else; and let’s make 
this a statement the world can hear: Ohio Lions are fighting pediatric cancer, small 
STEPS at a time! 
 
Our website will be available soon. For now, please contact your district STEPS 
coordinator or district  
governor. 

An MD-13 2017 
Millennial Legacy 

Project  

Supported by the 
following organizations: 

  

  

100% of money raised 
will go to the oncology 
research centers of the 
following institutions: 

91,250 children lose their 
lives to cancer every year. 
1/285 children in the U.S. 
will be diagnosed with 
cancer by the age of 20. It’s 
the #1 killer from disease in 
children 15 & younger. 
Despite these facts, child-
hood cancer research is 
vastly and consistently 
underfunded.  

If your organization or 
company is willing to 
sponsor or host one of 
the events, please 
contact Lion Dave at 
740-407-2403, or Lion 
Mike at 740-412-4692. 


