
      
 
Time marches on. 
 
Rajean & I have so far attended four District Conventions, with number five coming up this weekend with District A in Lima, Ohio. 
 
It has been so much fun attending the conventions, seeing old friends, making new ones and recognizing so many deserving Lions with the 
Council of Governors Award of Merit and the Council Chair Award of Excellence. 
 
While on one-hand it is sad to realize that these rounds of conventions will be the last of the current ten districts, it is also exciting to think what 
COULD be possible with the new seven districts. 
 
I have asked PID Jerry Smith to chair an ad hoc “steering committee” to work with the GMT to come up with new, fresh and workable ideas for 
membership, orientation, retention, and recruiting Guiding Lions with the ultimate goal being that of chartering new clubs. 
If WE are going to turn-around the continuous year-to-year decrease in membership, then it will up to US. It has become obvious that attacking the 
problem the same way for years - even decades – hasn’t worked. It is our hope that the ideas that will be coming from the ad hoc committee will 
result in a renewed enthusiasm for Lionism. More hands = more people benefiting from our efforts. 
I strongly encourage as many Ohio Lions as possible attend the upcoming MD 13 State Convention May 20-22, 2016 at the Embassy Suites in 
Dublin, Ohio. We are fortunate to have as our International guest PIP Jim Ervin (1999-2000) and spouse Sharon from Albany, Georgia. 
 
Aside from the usual great fun and interesting sessions, there are several very important ballot issues to be considered, not the least of which is 
one put forth by the Sight and Hearing Committee requesting to become a 501(c)-3 foundation. 
Don’t forget that in order to vote, you must become a credentialed attendee by supplying the completed AND signed Delegate Registration form 
found on the Ohio Lions website. Your club has recently received a “Call to Convention” mailing containing information about the conventi0on and 
the delegate registration. 
Please plan to attend the “50th Ten District MD-13 Birthday Party”.  Lots of fun.  Lots of friends.  
 Pick up the Pace!!!                                                 CC Don Robinette 
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Breaking Ground for the New Pilot Dog Facility! 

 



 

Member Retention: Keeping Them Coming Instead Of Going 

So let’s say I own a business that sells office supplies, and I begin losing customers.  I would immediately realize there's a 
problem.  Something changed and I need to figure out what that is.  If I'm a smart business owner, I'm not going to spend a bunch of money in 
advertising to try to attract new customers until I figure out why I can't hang onto my old customers . . . right?  It's probably one of two things--
I'm doing something wrong, or somebody else is doing something better than I am. 
 

So why do Lions Clubs have such a difficult time understanding that? 
 

I was at a meeting a couple weeks ago, and there was a discussion about membership retention.  Some of the comments went as 
follows:  Our old members aren't active.  We get new members, and they come for a few meetings and then we never see them again.  The 
other service clubs are poaching our members. 

 
I didn't say it, but it's obvious what the problem is.  It's the Club!  If your old members aren't coming, it's because they aren't getting 

anything out of it--or at least enough to keep them coming back.  Same with your new members.   
 
And how do Clubs typically counter this problem with retention.  In my opinion--in the wrong way.  They work to recruit MORE 

MEMBERS without ever considering why they can't keep the members they already have--and the cycle repeats.   
 
If you want your Club to thrive, there's no reason to add one single new member until you figure out why you can't keep the ones you 
have.  Doesn't that make sense?  Take a break.  Talk about it.  Talk to a few of those guys that aren't coming anymore.  Look at your meetings--
are they boring?  Do your active members look forward to the meetings or do they suffer through them?  Do you have education at your 
meetings or invite speakers to come and talk?  Do you have social events at your Club 
 
There are all kinds of things you can do to identify the problem your Club is having once you recognize the fact that maybe it's not your 
members. It might just be your Club.  I think if you take the time to look into the issue, you're going to find that the problem isn't identifying the 
problems; it's in finding amongst your membership a willingness to change.   
 
Talk about it.  Come up with a plan.  Start small.  Try a few things.  See what works, and what doesn't work.  And share those successes with 
other Clubs--as often as this topic comes up, you're not alone. Now we have figured out what to do to make our club a place that members want 
to come back to, get busy getting new members. 
 



 

This is something every club needs to think about so we can do something thing to help in retaining our members. I know we cannot 
keep Lions from moving due to job changes, retiring and moving to be closer to family but we can encourage them to join a club in the area they 
move to. The other one we cannot help is death. These are ones that are in a minority of reasons we lose lions.  This Lions year so far we have 
dropped 900 Lions as of February 29th. Please think about this and do something. 
 
PDG Dana Zody, MD 13 GMT Coordinator 

  
 
 



 
 



 

 

 



 
 

2016 Ohio Lions State Convention Call to the Convention 
 

All Lions, Lioness, Leos and Guests,  
 
On behalf of MD-13 and District 13-H, convention co-hosts, you are cordially invited to attend the 2016 Ohio Lions State Convention.  
We are expecting a great turnout as MD-13 Districts A – K turn 50!!!  As we look forward to a change in our district designations, we 
want to take time to honor our many accomplishments and service activities that we have shared over the last half century.   
 
The convention will take place May 20 – 22, 2016 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Dublin.  Our LCI guest this year is Past 
International President James Ervin and his wife Lion Sharon.  They hail from Albany, Georgia and we will welcome them to the great 
state of Ohio!!   
 
Activities begin on Friday with an opening dinner.  Our entertainment that night will be provided by the Past District Governor’s 
Association, and we’re sure it will be great.  Right after the entertainment, we’ll have our hospitality in just 2 places this year, OLERF 
will sponsor a room (#315) and the other spot will be in the ballroom.   Saturday’s activities begin at 9:00 a.m. with an opening 
business session followed by leadership seminars, business luncheon, afternoon business session, district caucuses and voting.  
Dinner will be on your own, then back to the hotel for hospitality in the ballroom.  Activities are being planned for a fun night, along 
with celebrating our 50th Anniversary with cake.   Sunday will have our memorial service and Grand Banquet. 
Sound like fun??  Want to join us in helping behind the scenes to ensure this is a great event?  If you’d like to volunteer to help, we're 
using VolunteerSpot (the leading online Sign-up and reminder tool) to organize our upcoming Sign-ups for the State convention. 
 
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 
1) On the internet, enter this link to see our Sign-up on VolunteerSpot:     http://vols.pt/s2c7R1 
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like. 
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on VolunteerSpot. 
Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me 
and I can sign you up manually. 
 
We hope you will come for the whole weekend and enjoy the fun and fellowship of being with your friends in service.  The registration 
form, with hotel information, is attached and on the Ohio Lions website. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in May. 
PDG Deborah Luttrell 

http://vols.pt/s2c7R1


 

MD-13 Multiple District Secretary 
 
 
 

 
Past International President, James Ervin     

                                                                                                                                                                   
PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT JIM ERVIN 

 
 

Jim Ervin, of Albany, Georgia, USA, served as president of The International 
Association of Lions Clubs following his election at the association's 82nd 
International Convention, held in San Diego, California, USA, June 28-July 2, 
1999.  A member of the Albany Lions Club since 1977, Past President Ervin has held 
many positions within the association, including club president, zone chairman, 
district governor and council chairman. He was an international director during 
1992-94. Past President Ervin served as chairman of the Lions Clubs International 
Foundation during 2000-01 and presently serves on the SightFirst Advisory 
Committee. He is also a past director and trustee of the Georgia Lions Lighthouse 
Foundation and the Georgia Lions Camp for the Blind. 



Past President Ervin has received numerous awards in recognition of his service to 
the association, including an Extension Award, a Guiding Lion Award, two 
International President's Certificates of Appreciation, nine International President's 
Awards and the Ambassador of Good Will Award, the highest honor the 
association bestows upon its members. He is also a Progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellow. 
In addition to his Lion activities, Past President Ervin is a member of several 
business, professional and fraternal organizations. 
Past President Ervin lives with his wife Sharon Dillard and has four children and 
five grandchildren. 
R-05/10 
 
  

 



 

 
 
 
**MULTIPLE DISTRICT 13 OHIO LIONS STATE CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM**  
MAY 20-21, 2016  
EMBASSY SUITES, DUBLIN, OH  
5100 Upper Metro Place, Dublin, OH 43017  
HOTEL RESERVATION  
Hotel reservations are available at the Embassy Suites 
and can be made directly through the hotel at the 
following number: (614) 790-9000. Daily rate: 
$122.00+tax. Please mention Ohio Lions to receive this 
rate. Reservations received after April 21, 2016 will be 
provided on a space available basis at prevailing rates. 
The State Office will not accept hotel reservations or 
room deposits. CONVENTION REGISTRATION – 
DEADLINE, May, 3rd  

1 – Full Registration - $100 (includes all meals and 
activities)  
2 – Convention Activities Only (NO Meals) - $12  
3 – Friday only - $35 (dinner/entertainment & 
hospitality)  
4 – Saturday/Sunday only - $65 (seminars/Sat. Lunch,  
business mtgs /hospitality& Sunday Grand 
Banquet  
5 – Saturday only – All activities - $30  
6 – Saturday lunch only - $25 (no activities)  
7 – Grand Banquet only - $35 (see meal choice)  
8 – Children under 10 – Full reg. $35 or per meal: $9.95  
NO REFUNDS AFTER MAY 5th.  

Convention Schedule:  
Friday – dinner & entertainment  
Saturday – Business, lunch, leadership sessions, 
voting, Dinner on your own, Hospitality  
Sunday – Memorial Service, Grand Banquet  
Meal Choice: Must Choose One!  
A) Apricot Glazed Chicken Breast  
B) Braised Pot Roast Beef  

CONTACT INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT  
Club Name/District:: __________________________________  
Contact Person: _______________________________________  
Email: _______________________________________________  
Phone: ________________________________________________  

PRINT or 
TYPE  
Name as to 
appear on 
name tag.  

Registration 
Choice -  

Children’s  
Registration  
Full or Specify 
which meal 
(F/S/GB)  

PDG’s & 
Spouses– Hotel 
Guests  
Check if attending 
the breakfast  

PDG  
Breakfast $13.95 ** 
- for non-hotel 
guests only  

Grand Banquet 
Meal Choice:  
A or B  

Dietary  
Needs  

Amount  

Make checks payable to: Ohio Lions, Inc.  
Send to: 4074 Hoover Rd., Grove City, OH 43123  
PH: (614) 539-5060 E: ohiolions@gmail.com  

Total  
Due  

mailto:ohiolions@gmail.com


To use credit card go to www.ohiolions.org & use PayPal  

MD13 – OHIO LIONS, INC.  STATE CONVENTION 
CLUB CREDENTIALS FORM 

District 13_____ Date:______________ Club:________________________________________ 
 
Membership Status as of April 1, 2016:  Members:_______ Living PDG’s________________ 
 

CERTIFICATION OF DELEGATES TO THE MD13 STATE CONVENTION 
Articles XI Section 5 of the MD13 – Ohio Lions, Inc. Constitution states the following: 

Each chartered Club in good standing on the first day of any convention of Multiple District 13- Ohio Lions, Inc. shall be entitled to one (1) 
Delegate and one (1) Alternate for every ten (10) of its members who have been enrolled for at least one year and a day in the club, or a major 
fraction thereof, five (5) being considered a major fraction. Membership shall be shown by records of the International Association Office as of the 
first day of the month last proceeding the month during which the convention is held. Any club which is newly chartered, and any other chartered 
club which takes in new members prior to the convening of any such convention, shall have its delegate quota determined on the basis of 
members who have been enrolled in the club for at least one year and a day as shown on such record date in the records of the international 
office. In all cases each club in good standing shall be entitled to at least one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate. Selection of each Delegate or 
Alternate shall be evidenced by certificate signed by the President or Secretary of each Club. 
 

Additionally, Article XI Section 7 of the MD13 – Ohio Lions, Inc. Constitution states: 
All Past District Governors who on the date of any Convention of the Organization are members in good standing of any Club belonging to Multiple 
District 13 – Ohio Lions, Inc., shall be considered a Delegate-At-Large, irrespective and exclusive of any Delegate quota of their club.  Nothing 
herein shall be construed to allow any person more than one (1) vote upon occasion or in connection with any question before the Convention of 
Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions, Inc. 
 
Accordingly, we the undersigned officers of the above named Lions Club do hereby certify the above Club Membership information is accurate 
and the Lions listed below are the officially recognized Delegates, Delegates-At-Large and Alternates chosen to represent our club at the MD13 – 
Ohio Lions 2016 State Convention, in all relevant matters. 
 
Signed this Day______________, 2016 by:    Signed this Day______________, 2016 by: 
 

___________________________________  OR  ___________________________________ 
 (Club President)       (Club Secretary) 
 
DELEGATES:  (Please Print) 
 
1.______________________________ 2._______________________________ 3.________________________________ 

http://www.ohiolions.org


 

 
4.______________________________ 5._______________________________ 6.________________________________ 
 
7.______________________________ 8._______________________________ 9.________________________________ 
 
PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS:  (Delegates-At-Large) 
 
1.______________________________ 2._______________________________ 3.________________________________ 
 
ALTERNATES:  (Please Print) 
 
1.______________________________ 2._______________________________ 3.________________________________ 
 
4.______________________________ 5._______________________________ 6.________________________________ 
 
PLEASE MAIL THE SIGNED FORM TO:  “OHIO LIONS, INC., 4074 HOOVER RD., GROVE CITY, OH, 43123” PRIOR TO MAY 1, 2016 OR 
BRING TO STATE CONVENTION. 
 
ALTERNATE CERTIFICATION:  In the event that this form cannot be signed by the Club President and Secretary, the District Governor must 
verify the Club Delegates.  Every attempt however, should be made to ensure Club Officer verification. 
 
 
District Governor District 13_______: _______________________________________________________________ 
        (Signature) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT ISSUE 1: 
 
Title: Date and Place of Convention   
 
 Identification of the Constitution  Articles and Sections to be added/modified: 
 
Amend Article XI – STATE CONVENTION, Section 1 Date and Place of Convention  
 
Old Language: 
ARTICLE XI - STATE CONVENTION 
Section 1 Date and Place of Convention 
A Convention of Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions, Inc. shall be held on the third full weekend in May of each year 
consisting of a Friday, Saturday and/or Sunday.  All Convention arrangements, including, but not limited to, location and 
length of the Convention, are to be made by the Multiple District Secretary two or more years in advance and approved by 
the sitting Council of Governors.  Adjustments to Convention activities, consistent with the approved arrangements, may 
be made by the Multiple District Secretary and approved by the sitting Council of Governors at any time prior to issuance 
of the Official Call referenced in Section 3 of this Article. 
 
New Language: 
ARTICLE XI - STATE CONVENTION 
Section 1 Date and Place of Convention 
A Convention of Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions, Inc. shall be held on the third full weekend in May of each year 
consisting of a Friday, Saturday and/or Sunday.  Alternative dates may be selected with the approval of the sitting 
Council of Governors. All Convention arrangements, including, but not limited to, location and length of the Convention, 
are to be made by the Multiple District Secretary two or more years in advance and approved by the sitting Council of 
Governors.  Adjustments to Convention activities, consistent with the approved arrangements, may be made by the 



 

Multiple District Secretary and approved by the sitting Council of Governors at any time prior to issuance of the Official 
Call referenced in Section 3 of this Article. 
 
                 
Rationale for approval: 
Quality speakers are critical as a part of a successful state convention. Flexibility is needed in the date of the state 
convention to accommodate the availability of convention facilities, International Guest’s schedules, and featured 
speaker’s/awardee’s schedules.  In years past, MD13 Ohio Lions have honored Ohio leaders and have considered 
honoring individuals such as Coach Woody Hayes, Jack Nicklaus, Coach Thad Matta and others. This type of honor has 
not occurred in recent years primarily due to scheduling conflicts. This amendment may allow for future honorees to be 
recognized by the Lions and to speak to the convention.    
   
The New Language is in BOLD print. 
Approval of these Amendments shall be by two-thirds (2/3) vote of registered delegates present and voting at the 
Multiple District 13 Convention at which the Amendments are presented.  
  



CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT ISSUE 2: 
 

Title: Preferential Voting - MD13 Constitution 
 
 Identification of the Constitution Articles and Sections to be added/modified: 
 
Add Appendix B – Voting Options   
 
Old Language: 
 
New Language: 
APPENDIX B – VOTING OPTIONS  
 
For any vote at any MD13 convention or any MD13 sub-district convention that calls for three or more choices to 
be made by the delegate, the presiding officer may choose to use Preferential voting as an alternative to multiple 
ballots when no person/choice receives a majority vote. 
 
In the event of a tie vote on any issue, the issue fails. In the event of a tie between two Lion candidates, a revote 
occurs between the two candidates. In the event of another tie, a coin toss shall determine the winner.  
                  

Rationale for approval: 
LCI approves the use of Preferential voting by multiple districts and sub-districts. However, this is not explicitly listed in the 
MD13 Constitution.  
 
Preferential voting allows conventions to vote on needed topics without the time burden of multiple ballots. This improves 
the convention experience of the delegates by not burdening them with extended periods of voting, counting ballots, then 
voting.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

An example is presented below for clarification. 
 
The New Language is in BOLD print. 
 
Approval of these Amendments shall be by two-thirds (2/3) vote of registered delegates present and voting at the 
Multiple District 13 Convention at which the Amendments are presented.  
 
Three Lions A, B, and C are running for a position. There are 11 delegates. Using standard voting, after the first 
round, the voting was  

 
A - 4  B – 4  C – 3   
 

in this case, a second round of voting would be required as no Lion received a majority. 
  
In the second round of voting, the 8 delegates that voted for Lions A and B would again vote for their preferred 
candidate, and the  
3 remaining delegates (that voted for C initially) vote. They voted 
 

 A – 2  B – 1  
 

The voting is added to the first round and when totaled becomes   
A - 6  B – 5          In this case, Lion A wins  

 
************************************************************************************* 

 
Three Lions A, B, and C are running for a position. There are 11 delegates. Using preferential voting the 
delegates voted first choice, second choice, and third choice as follows  
 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 ballots 
C C C A B A B A B A B 1st choice 
A B A C A B C B A B A 2nd choice  
B A B B C C A C C C C 3rd choice 
 



After the first “round” the vote is  
  A – 4  B – 4  C – 3   
with no Lions receiving a majority 
 
Rather than holding a second vote, the ballots that selected “C” (which are ballots 1, 2, 3 above) are used with 
the second choice.  
 
These three ballots select A - 2 and B – 1.  
 
Adding these totals to round one, we see  

A - 6 B – 5         In this case, Lion A wins  
Preferential voting does not change the outcome of the voting, but merely allows it to proceed more 

quickly. 
 
 
ISSUE 4:  
 
Title: Approval for an Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation 
 
Shall the MD13 Ohio Lions approve the MD13 Sight & Hearing Committee to establish the MD13 Lions Sight and Hearing 
Foundation, Inc., an incorporated 501(c)(3) charitable branch of the Sight and Hearing Committee, to meet the needs of MD13 
clubs and districts in meeting the public’s needs for sight and hearing services 
 
Approval of this issue shall be by a majority vote of registered delegates present and voting at the Multiple 
District 13 Convention.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Rationale for approval: 
 
 

Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What motion did the Council of Governors pass at their November, 2015 meeting?  

The motion made, seconded and passed at the November CoG meeting was:   

“Ohio Lions MD 13 Council of Governors gives their full approval and support for the MD13 Sight & Hearing Committee 
to establish the MD13 Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation, Inc., an incorporated 501(c)(3) charitable branch of the 
Sight and Hearing Committee, to meet the needs of MD13 clubs and districts in meeting the public’s needs for sight 
and hearing services.” 

If the Council of Governors approved the creation of the Foundation, then why does it need to go to the State 
Convention for a vote by the Lions of Ohio? 

Lions Club International has strict criteria that must be met if a foundation wishes to use the Lions name and/or 
emblem including: use a geographical area or other local designation in the name of a foundation; and provide a copy 
of the minutes or resolution of the club/district (in this case Multiple District) indicating their support in the formation 
of the said Ohio Lions Foundation. 

While the Council of Governors has provided their approval and support, based upon the advice of the MD13 legal 
advisor and the consensus of the stakeholders involved, this motion will go before the delegates at the state 
convention, as they will reflect the wishes of the Lions Clubs of Ohio.  This is also consistent with the process used 
when the three current Ohio foundations were initially created: Pilot Dogs, Inc., OLERF and OLF. 

The language currently being considered for this vote is: 

The Lions Clubs of Ohio fully support the creation of the Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation to serve as a 
resource to the Lions Clubs of Ohio to help their communities by helping individuals save their vision and hearing 
through needed medical care, screenings, and service activities. 

Is this Foundation really ready to move forward? 



All of the governing documents have been drafted and are being reviewed by the MD13 Sight and Hearing Committee 
as well as the Chair of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee for MD13; i.e. Articles of Incorporation, Code of 
Regulations, Conflict of Interest Policy, Conflict of Interest Annual Statement, and the Confidentiality Policy.  The steps 
to follow after these documents are finalized are: 

 Gain approval and support of the Lions Clubs of Ohio for the creation of the Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing 
Foundation 

 Apply to LCI for the written consent and license to use the Lions name and emblem 

 Initial meeting of the Foundation Operating Board to approve the Articles of Incorporation and all governing 
documents.  Begin/continue creation of processes for the Foundation. 

 Complete all required filings with the State of Ohio: name and incorporation with the Secretary of State and 
registration with the Attorney General 

 Complete required filings with the IRS: EIN and declaration letter for 501(c) (3) status 

With the re-organization of the Districts of MD13, representatives for the MD13 Sight and Hearing Committee have 
been elected at the sub-district re-organization conventions.  These seven individuals will serve as the original 
members of the Operating Board of the Foundation.  Work has already begun to identify volunteers to serve as the 
Medical Director, Legal Director and Financial Director of the Foundation.  Commitments for donations to help with the 
costs of establishing this Foundation have already begun coming in.  A request for a budget from Finance and 
Planning will be prepared and submitted in the near future, subject to passage of the resolution at the MD13 state 
convention. 

Why has it taken so long to get to this point?  

While the Sight and Hearing Committee identified the need for this committee long ago, it does take time to gain buy-
in from leaders and fellow Lions within MD13.  While this may seem like an obvious next step to some, others want to 
make sure time and resources are not misspent when so many needs go unmet.  It has taken the committee many 
months to get the appropriate people on board and perform the proper due diligence to ensure when this Foundation 
is created, it really will improve the Lions Clubs of Ohio’s ability to serve their communities. 

Will MD13 still have a Sight and Hearing Committee?   

Yes.  The Sight and Hearing Chairs of each sub-district will still be elected by the sub-district delegates at the annual 
conventions. They will be the State Committee.  However, their scope will be expanded.  In addition to serving on the 



 

Pilot Dogs, Inc. Operating Board, they will also serve on the Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation Operating Board.  
For the Foundation, they will comprise a majority of the 12 member Board.  These Chairs, in addition to the Operating 
Board of the new Foundation will serve as advisory bodies to MD13, coordinate and promote the approved programs 
of MD13, and continue to serve as a resource for receiving and disseminating information and donations from Lions 
Clubs in MD13 in support of the charitable organizations promoted by MD13.   

Who is working on this effort? 

The current Sight and Hearing Committee is working on this project, in coordination and cooperation with the Chair of 
the MD13 Constitution and By-Laws Committee, PDG Dave Luttrell, Council Chair Don Robinette, who is keeping the 
Governors informed, and other advisors as the Council Chair identifies the need.  Within the Sight and Hearing 
Committee, a sub-committee has been organized to handle the details, chaired by Lion Lilane Fox, 13-K, and 
members Lion Robert Medley, 13-E and chair of the MD13 Sight and Hearing Committee, and Lion Ray Dellmore, 13-
C. 

Where will this Foundation get its revenues? 

The Sight and Hearing Committee members will continue to be the point of contact for Lions Clubs donations to Pilot 
Dogs, Inc. and the Sight and Hearing fund.  It is proposed that the Sight and Hearing donations run through the 
Foundation, instead of the Ohio Lions. However, 100% of the donations will continue to go to the five charities 
promoted by MD13, in the proportions currently adopted by the Sight and Hearing Committee. Any designation for a 
donation by a Lions Club will be honored by the Foundation.   

An additional benefit of the donations running through the Foundation, which is a 501(c)(3), is that it will help Lions 
clubs achieve their required donations to 501(c)(3) per state and IRS guidelines.  For example, if your club holds 
raffles, even if just for club members, 50% of the profits must be donated to a 501(c)(3).  

If the current Lions Clubs donations will continue to be used to support the five agencies approved by MD13, how will 
the Foundation get the funds to help Lions Clubs help individuals in their communities pay for costly eye surgeries, 
vision therapy, hearing aids, etc.?       

As a 501(c)(3), the Foundation will be able to apply for grants that Lions Clubs cannot access due to their status as a 
501(c)(4).  These are funds that are available and not currently being applied for by any other Lions club or foundation 
within MD13.  Also, because donations to the new Foundation will be fully tax deductible for individuals and 
corporations, this will also open new doors for solicitation of donations well beyond Lions Clubs.  The Foundation also 
intends to work cooperatively with charitable organizations related to Lions Clubs International, MD13 and Lions Clubs 



within sub-districts of MD13 to harmonize and make more efficient the work of all as it pertains to helping Lions Clubs 
serve their communities.     

Why can’t the Ohio Lions Foundation be used for to accomplish the same purposes? 

There are a number of reasons the Sight and Hearing Committee cannot efficiently or effectively use the Ohio Lions 
Foundation to accomplish their stated purposes. 

1. OLF does not have a stated purpose to help the indigent and financially distressed obtain individual hearing 
care such as hearing aids. 

2. While a restricted fund could be establish by OLF to accomplish some of the stated purposes of the Sight and 
Hearing Foundation, it would not be a timely or efficient way to provide financial aid to the indigent and 
financially stressed to obtain needed and sometimes urgent eye and hear surgeries or treatments.   

3. The Sight and Hearing Foundation will also ensure the Ohio Vision Screening Program continues, which will 
entail taking ownership of the visions screeners currently in the custody of the sub-district Sight and Hearing 
Chairs.  OLF cannot own equipment nor allow the Sight and Hearing Chairs to have custody of the equipment 
for use within the sub-districts of MD13.  With the new Foundation, the sub-district Sight and Hearing Chairs 
will retain custody of the vision screeners assigned to their districts.  The Foundation will take over the 
maintenance of the screeners from the MD13 Sight and Hearing Fund.  The new Foundation will also be 
responsible for ensuring the Ohio Lions Vision Screening Program has the equipment and trained volunteers 
needed to continue.  The MD13 manual for the Vision Screening Program will continue to be the guidelines 
and process used for the program. 

4. OLF cannot enter into alliances with medical providers, or medical appliance corporations or distributors, etc. 
to help make vision and hearing services more easily available and affordable.    

What are the stated purposes of the Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation? 

According to the proposed Articles of Incorporation, the purposes are: 

 To solicit, collect, and otherwise raise money for the charitable purpose of helping the indigent and financially 
distressed with costs arising from the care and treatment of disorders and diseases of the eyes and ears;    

 To expend, contribute, disburse and otherwise handle and dispose of the same for such purpose either directly, or 
by contributions to other agencies, organizations, or institutions organized for the same or similar purposes; 



 

 To develop strategic alliances with, but not limited to, medical providers or systems, optometrists and audiologists, 
vision and hearing appliance companies or distributors, non-profit organizations, or governmental agencies to help 
deliver services for sight and hearing needs of residents within Ohio more efficiently and affordably; 

 To acquire and maintain proper equipment for the screening of eyes and ears to aid in the fight to prevent 
blindness and deafness;  

 To conduct said screenings for pre-school children, or any such group recommended by the Ohio Department of 
Health, or other such governmental agency or charitable organization concerned with vision and hearing health of 
all Ohio citizens; 

 To advocate measures and engage in community service activities that shall lead to the control and/or elimination 
of the causes, whether direct or indirect, that may result in blindness or impaired vision, and/or deafness or hearing 
loss; 

 To serve as an advisory body to Multiple District 13 - Ohio Lions, as constituted under the authority of Lions Clubs 
International, aka International Association of Lions Clubs, in coordinating and promoting the approved programs 
for the sight and hearing impaired, and activities throughout the State of Ohio, and to serve as a resource for 
receiving and disseminating information and donations from Lions Clubs within the organization of Multiple District 
13 - Ohio Lions; 

 To support the following charitable organizations promoted by Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions: 
o Pilot Dogs, Inc. 
o Prevent Blindness Ohio 
o VOICEcorps® reading service 
o Columbus Speech & Hearing Center 
o Newsreel, Inc.; 

Any charitable organization approved by Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions as a sponsored program shall be included 
herein; 

 To assist in harmonizing and making more efficient the work of charitable organizations related to Lions Clubs 
International, Multiple District 13 – Ohio Lions and Lions clubs within the sub-districts of Multiple District 13 – Ohio 
Lions.   

 For More Information 
 Kathy Moraco 
 Royalton Hills Lions Club 
 Royaltonhills@aol.com 
 jeeplady@wowway.com 
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 Royalton Hills Lions host Derby Day Event  
 

 The Royalton Hills Lions Club brings the Kentucky Derby to North Royalton with its annual Derby Day Event!  All members 
of the community are invited to attend on Saturday May 7, 2016 from 4:30- 8:00 p.m. at the newly-renovated Valleaire Club 
House, 6969 Boston Road, Hinkley, Ohio.   

 Tickets are $25.00 per person and include Kentucky inspired food, cash bar, and fun including a Parade of Hats, Stick Races, 
Derby Trivia, and viewing of the 142st Run for the Roses.  Proceeds from the event will benefit Lions Charities. Tickets must 
be purchased in advance and can be obtained by calling Stacey at 440-582-8712 or emailing Royaltonhills@aol.com.   

 For almost 25 years, the Royalton Hills Lions has served our community.  Lions help people have fun and gain independence 
by supporting and participating in programs like "beep" baseball and funding/contributing to guide dog training.  In addition, 
we support many local scholarships, Salvation Army, local food banks, Olde Timers Banquet, Laura's Home, Camp Echoing 
Hills, Camp Cheerful, JDF, Pilot Dogs, Lions Eye Clinic at St. Vincent, Greater Akron Lions Eye Program (GALEP) and other 
lions charities. 

 To learn more about Derby Day or the other activities of the Royalton Hills Lions Club, email us at Royaltonhills@aol.com or 
join us on Facebook (facebook.com/RHLCLUB).   The Royalton Hills Lions meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at Carrie Cerino’s Restaurant. 

 Almost 100 years ago, a group of business people asked a simple question “what if people put their talents to work improving 
their communities?”   Today, Lions Clubs International is the largest service club organization in the world. Its 1.4 million 
members in more than 46,000 clubs are serving communities in 207 countries around the globe.  Lions clubs have aided the 
blind and visually impaired, championed youth initiatives and strengthened local communities through hands-on service and 
humanitarian projects. For more information about Lions Clubs International, visit lionsclubs.org. 
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First Annual Ohio Lions State Auction 
To Benefit the 2018 Forum 

The Ohio Lions will be hosting the 2018 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum at the Columbus Convention Center 
September 20 – 23, 2018.  To helps cover expenses of advertising and hosting the 2018 Forum, the Ohio Lions Host 
Committee is holding the First Annual Ohio Lions State Auction to benefit the 2018 Forum. 
 
Auction Timeline: 
 

 Sunday, May 1, 2016 – The auction will start with internet online bidding  
o A description and photo of each bid item will be on the Ohio Lions website  
o Ohio Lions webmaster is currently working on this project to prepare the website for online bidding. 

 Saturday, May 21, 2016 – The auction will end with both online bidding and a live auction at the Ohio Lions State 
Convention (time to be determined) 

o Items will be displayed at the convention, with a description of the item  
o Online bidding would be done on the website or a proxy bidder communicating with the absent bidder 
o Only Lions can bid on the items since it will be used to support the 2018 Forum 

 Tuesday, May 31, 2016 – Payment should be made for all items.  If the payment is not postmarked on May 31, 
2016 or earlier, the item will go to the 2nd highest bidder. 

o Checks should be written to “Ohio Lions Inc. – 2018 Forum” 
o Checks should be sent (postmark by May 31, 2016) or given to Lion PDG Bill Christensen, Host Committee 

Treasurer, 70 Flintlock Way, Canal Winchester OH  43110. 
 
What we need from the Districts: 
 

 Fantastic, impressive bid item(s) 
o Items could be donated by Lions or supporters of Lions 
o Description should include who donated the item and the District 
o Value of the item is also needed to establish a minimum bid 
o Send a high resolution digital picture (not altered or cropped at all), written description, and value of the 

item to Lion PDG Jay Deutschman, our Ohio Lions webmaster, at lionjay@dacor.net and Lion PDG Bill 
Christensen at lionbill@insight.rr.com  
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 Items could be: 
o Getaway packages to a resort, cabin, hotel, B&B, . . . 
o Sports tickets, memorabilia, . . . 
o Handmade items, like a quilt, blanket, furniture, . . . 
o Basket of Ohio Products or other theme basket 

 Each District will have to get their item(s) to the Ohio Lions State Convention on Friday, May 20, 2016 
 There will be a secure place to display the auction items at the Convention 

 
Contact your District Governor if you have an idea or suggestion for your District’s item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 

 



 

  


