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Ohio Lions Council of Governor spouses visited the Pilot Dogs facility yesterday and assisted Lion Toni Gray with socializing some 
puppies she had just picked up. Tag and correct me on names, because we have a few new people but left to right lions Janet Christen 
of the Calcutta lions club (district D), Carol, Ellie, BenKathy Cosgray (district F), Elizabeth Allgood of the East Liverpool Lions Club 
(district D), Jay Newland (district J), and Cc spouse Rajean Robinette (district J). In front is cub Justin Schmunk!  
We had a great time! —  
 



 



 Lion Donald Robinette  



 

 
 
 
Lion Donald Robinette 
Council Chairman, 
 
I am asking for your help in getting the message out to the Governors on your Council about the 2017 International 
Convention that will be held in Chicago, Illinois. I have attached our volunteer form that I am asking that you forward on to 
the Governors so they in turn can send it out to their districts. I am Council Chairman Steve Anton from District 1-A in 
Multiple District 1, Illinois. I have been appointed the Volunteer Chairman for the 100th Lions Clubs International 
Convention. The host committee has already been hard at work for two years planning this convention and now is the 
time to start to recruit our volunteers.  
With your help in sending out the attached flier I can add the volunteers name and position to our list. I will in turn begin 
contacting them with information about the convention and the part that they will play. Lions Clubs International is 
expecting in access of 40,000 Lions in attendance. The committee feels that we will need somewhere close to 2,000 
volunteers. As you can tell we need the help of every Lion that can give a few precious hours of their time. Won't you 
please on the front line for me and send this flier to your council so that they in turn can send it to their district. 
Thank you for your help with this task and I am looking forward to meeting you as Chicago and the World comes to 
"Celebrate 100 Years of Service". 
 
 
 
 
Lion Steve Anton 
Council Chairman, MD-1 
santonlions@comcast.net 
(708-514-4215) Cell 
 
 





 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

BRIEF HISTORY OF  
“The INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIONS CLUBS” 

(aka Lions International) 
 Dr. William P. Woods of Evansville, Indiana originally founded (chartered) the ‘Royal Order of Lions” as a fraternal 
organization (and as a secret society) on August 8, 1911.  However, after only a few years, that organization would be disbanded in 
favor of a more service oriented organization. Dr. Woods began forming new Lions Clubs as early as 1915 for the new purpose of 
starting a community service oriented organization. On January 18, 1916, the Austin, Texas Lions Club (today’s oldest continuously 
operating Lions Club) was chartered by Mr. E.A. Hicks of Indiana on behalf of Dr. Woods. 
 On October 24, 1916, Dr. Woods, Carmi Hicks, and C.R. Conen officially chartered this successor organization to the “Royal 
Order of Lions”, as the “International Association of Lions Clubs” by filing Articles of Incorporation for this non-profit organization with 
the State of Indiana. By June 1, 1917, the International Association of Lions Clubs, which had been founded and chartered by Dr. 
Woods, already consisted of at least 27 Lions clubs in no less than 9 states. (Records from the State of Indiana, actually reflect that 
35 Lions Clubs had been issued charters by June 1, 1917.) 
 Around the same time a young businessman from Chicago, named Melvin Jones, had also decided that what the world 
needed was more compassion….more caring about others and less concern about one’s own self.  Assisted by his wife, Rose 
Amanda, Mr. Jones began writing letters to other men’s organizations of that day—some of whom already held this same philosophy 
of service to others.  They both set out to find others who would join them in their quest to make the world a better place. 
 On June 7, 1917 Melvin Jones called an organizational meeting at the old LaSalle Hotel in Chicago, Illinois.  Present for that 
organizational meeting were representatives of several other community service oriented clubs of that day, notably Dr. William 
Woods, who was then serving as the President and Founder of the International Association of Lions Clubs.  At the time of Melvin 
Jones’ invitation, there were already at least 27 Lions Clubs listed as members of the International Association of Lions Clubs (IALC). 
Dr. Woods, as President and Founder of IALC, was invited by Mr. Jones, according to Mr. Jones’ own written records of the time, 
‘with a view to lining up our organization with yours’. 
 At this meeting, Dr. Woods, as president of the International Association of Lions Clubs, extended an invitation to the 
organization clubs in attendance, The Vortex Club of St. Louis, The Business Circle of Chicago, the Professional Men’s Association 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, to join The International Association of Lions Clubs. The new group took on the name “Association of Lions 
Clubs” 
 In October of 1917 the first convention was held in Dallas, Texas. The constitution, by-laws, objectives, and a code of ethics 
were approved.  And the rest was history. 
 Lions Clubs International has since flourished well beyond either Melvin Jones’ or Dr. Woods’ wildest dreams that 
day…..becoming the largest community service club organization in the world. 
 
Submitted by Lion Jackie Christensen 
 

 
 



To venture out or not to venture out?  That is the question. 
 
WE SERVE!  Lions do a great job in our own communities serving those in need.  We love what we do and it shows in the many 
service projects and fundraisers we read about in the Pride Report and see in the papers.  Thank you all for what you do!   
But there is so much more to experience than what is happening in our own communities.  Are you getting out there?  Are you 
getting the most out of your Lions service? 
To get the most out of your Lions service and really enjoy what it means to be a Lion, I encourage ALL of you to get out of your 
communities and experience what other communities are doing throughout your district, state and internationally.   
As my husband PDG Bill was going through the chairs we started attended as many district conventions throughout the state as we 
could.  We have many great friends throughout Ohio because of the Lions we met at each district convention!  It is still great catching 
up with all of them at the State Convention every year.  There are still many district conventions we go to today (even if I’m not asked 
to take pictures) because of the friends we’ve made during that time.  But you don’t have to become a district governor to attend 
another districts’ convention.   Its great getting out and about the state and meeting new Lions! 
We have met so many current and Past International Directors (ID’s and PID’s) who have become close friends of ours that I can’t 
name them all.  These are great people we would never have met if we’d stayed in our own district.  If we’re not staying in touch 
through Facebook we’re always catching up at USA/Canada Forums and International Conventions.  This is one of the best things 
about attending Forums and Int’l conventions!  Sure the programs are great but catching up with friends is even better! 
Speaking of Forums and Conventions, when was the last time you went to one?  If you really want to get the most out of being a Lion 
attend the next USA/Canada Forum.  There is so much to learn and this is the best place to get great programs teaching us how to 
be better leaders within our own clubs and districts.  There is such a wide range of topics, you’ll find many ways to grow and improve.  
This is the place to be!  
International Conventions are a great place to spend some time catching up with friends from all over the world.  You really learn 
what a small world we live in when you attend Int’l Conventions.  They also have awesome shows and plenary sessions to learn 
about what is happening around the world in Lionism and learn about your new President!    What you will find is no Lion is a 
stranger no matter where you are in the world.  We spent some extra time in Hawaii this year in Kona and whenever we wore our 
Lions shirts we’d have other Lions stop us and we’d all introduce ourselves and talk about where we were from and sometimes even 
share business cards.   Then of course connect on Facebook to keep in touch. 
Lions are universal.  The Forums provide so many excellent programs and there is so much to learn I encourage all of you, if you 
haven’t attended any yet, please do so in the coming years.  The Int’l Convention is a great way to learn about your new president, 
attend some great shows and plenary sessions to really find out what is going on throughout the world of Lions.  Your State 
Convention is a great place to find out what is happening around your state and reconnect with friends you haven’t seen in a while.  
Why not make the most out of your Lions membership and find out what is happening in the world of Lionism by attending District, 
State, and International Conventions or a USA/Canada Forum?  Let me know you’re going; I’ll meet you there if I plan to attend and 
even introduce you to new friends!      
 
 Submitted by Lion Jackie Christensen 



 

  



 
The Wooster Noon Lions Club celebrated their 88th anniversary on November 18th.  Our speaker, Past International President 
Wayne Madden was joined by his wife Lion Linda Madden. Also in attendance was PIP Jim Coffey, PID and Ohio’s endorsed 
candidate for 3rd International Vice President Steve Sherer and Lion Mary Ellen Sherer, and DG Rita Shishler. 
 

 



 

 
 

CC Don Robinette presenting PDG Bill Keller with a plaque from the 2015-16 Council of Governors recognizing him, for his many years of service 
to MD13 as Webmaster, PDG Keller announced his retirement date of November 2015 to the Council of Governors  at the May 2015 State 

Convention. PDG Jay Deutschman of 13A will replace Keller. 


