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Message from Council Chairman Lydia Houser:  

 

 

 

 

Lions of Ohio, 

I must say we are off to a busy Lions year across Ohio.  I have been able to attend some 
festivals, zone meetings, Cabinet meetings, do some things at the state office, etc.  I know all the Lions, 
Lioness and Leos are busy, busy, busy!  We now have all the positions filled in our districts for the 
VDGs.  Thanks to those who have volunteered to become part of our future leaders.  We need to 
continue to look for Lions who would like to serve as district leaders and promote them to volunteer to 
be part of our committees. 

 I was able to attend the USA/Canada Forum in Spokane, Washington September 18-21.  The 
seminars were educational, and I learned many new things.  I also met many new people and was 
reacquainted with others.  The Lions that were able to attend, and I had a truly fun time and made 
many new memories.  If you have not had an opportunity to attend a Forum, please consider attending 
next year’s which will be in Louisville, Kentucky (right next door to us) September 17-19.  It is definitely 
worth it! 

 I was able to have a Global Action Team (GAT) meeting with the state GST, GLT and GMT MD 
Coordinators.  We were able to discuss many topics and what is happening in each committee.  Many 
of the actions that happen cross into each of the committees and that is a good thing.  Some of them 
are membership growth and retention, club growth and types of clubs (how about a dog lovers club), 
common goal and action plans for membership, etc.  We also have many Leo clubs and we should team 
with them on their projects as well as ours, but we should also be inviting their families out to work the 
projects.  You never know where that next new member is going to come from.  

    

Our state membership numbers at the end of September show we added 205 new members 
this quarter, but we have dropped 229.  We have also added one new club in OH2.  We can turn our 
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numbers into a positive growth with continued recruitment and working to retain our members.  We 
have the Ohio Plan training which has been updated to use as a tool to train our clubs on how to use 
the Ohio Plan which is eleven pages and provides step by step instructions on how to recruit new 
members. 

 If you haven’t registered for Winter Retreat, there is still time to do so.  It will be held January 
17-19, 2020 at Deer Creek State Park Resort, Mt. Sterling, OH.  You can still get the early bird rates if 
you register by December 1, 2019.  It is sure to be lots of fun, filled with great seminars in a casual 
environment where you can meet up with your Lion friends and make new ones.  Please join us for a 
fabulous weekend!  

 Many of our districts have completed some of their big projects such as STEPS (pediatric 
cancer), diabetes support, festivals to raise money, back to school projects, etc.!  The list is endless and 
I applaud you for your hard work and dedication to the many great causes and activities we support.  
You are making a difference in many people’s lives and you may be the only happy thing that happens 
to someone.  Whether it is a good deed, a kind word, a pat on the back, etc., the world needs more of 
this and the Lions of Ohio should be noted for always being there to offer a helping hand.  It is so 
heartwarming to be able to help those in need! 

 We are busy with so many different projects happening across the state.  Have you thought 
about promoting it to other Lions and their clubs?  Do you know we have a state website, E-News 
which is an email than gets out quickly, Facebook page, etc.?  Use these to let others know what is 
happening and to promote your events.  You never know who may show up to attend something that 
you have going on.  Advertise that you are Lions, Lioness and Leos.  Wear your vests, shirts, pins, etc.  
You never know who may ask what that means, and you could even get a new member. 

 State Convention will be at Marriott Tuttle Creek (Dublin) May 15-17 where there is going to be 
a huge Centennial celebration happening all weekend.  Please come out for a great celebration and 
opportunity to fellowship with the Lions of Ohio and our International family.  International 
Convention is in Singapore Jun 25-29.  Sign up to attend these super events! 

 How many of you have asked your district Cabinet committee members to attend one of your 
meetings to be the guest speaker?  How many Cabinet committee members have contacted their clubs 
to ask to be a speaker?  If you haven’t, it is a great time to do it now.  This provides an opportunity to 
tell our new and old members what our committees do.  Remember that we don’t know what we don’t 
know. 

  

I was able to attend Cabinet meetings at OH1, OH3 and OH6 in August where each district is 
working diligently and the DG and VDGs and district committees are very busy and making things 
happen.  It was nice to hear all the super things that each district is doing and how they are making a 
difference.  The remaining Cabinet meetings are scheduled, and they follow: 
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         - OH2 -  November  6 (Wednesday)          - OH4 -  November 10 (Sunday)  

       - OH5 -  November 9 (Saturday)          - OH7 -  November 3 (Sunday) 

Continue to make this a great year!  Don’t forget that this is Ohio’s 100th (Centennial) birthday 
and we should celebrate it all year!  How is your district and club celebrating being 100?   

 Please let me know what you have going on as 1VDG Ric and I love attending different events.  
Also, if you have questions or something I can help with, please contact me.  My email is:  
LMHYOYO@AOL.COM and my phone number is Home (937) 236-5254 or Cell (937) 609-6594.  
Continue to have a great year!!!!!!!! 

CC Lydia Houser 

What It Means to Be State Council Chairperson (CC) 
As Council Chairperson (CC), you have the important and rewarding task of coordinating the 

multiple district in its quest to advance the purposes of Lions Clubs International.   The multiple district 
council chairperson is expected to be a coordinator and a facilitator of the council of the district 
governors.  The CC is the link among the district governors who are individually responsible to their 
own districts and we have seven in Ohio.  The CC needs to be the biggest cheerleader and supporter of 
the DGs as well as all our Lions, Lioness and Leos and willing to help out when needed.  The incoming 
class of District Governors (DG) elect a CC from the current DGs as well as a Vice CC who is a member 
of the incoming DG class.  The CC may only serve for a one-year term and cannot be the chairperson 
again. 

 In cooperation with the council of governors, the council chairperson shall: 

  (a) Further the Purposes of the association; 

  (b) Assist in communicating information regarding international and multiple district 
policies, programs and events; 

  (c) Document and make available the goals and long range plans for the multiple district 
as established by the council of governors; 

  (d) Convene meetings and facilitate discussion during council meetings; 

  (e) Facilitate the operations of the multiple district convention; 

  (f) Support efforts initiated by the International Board of Directors or the council of 
governors that are intended to create and foster harmony and unity among district governors; 

  (g) Submit reports and perform such duties as may be required by the multiple district 
constitution and by-laws; 

  (h) Perform such other administrative duties as may be assigned by the multiple district 
council of governors; and 
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  (i) Facilitate, at the close of the term of office, the timely presentation of all multiple 
district accounts, funds, and records to their successor in office. 

 The council chairperson, as a member of the Global Leadership Team at the multiple district 
level, is responsible for actively supporting the local training of district governors-elect.  The training is 
coordinated/conducted by the GLT multiple district coordinator.  Multiple districts, either individually 
or jointly, should hold the training sessions annually. 

 The council is responsible for organizing the order of business for the multiple district 
convention, which is held each year prior to the International Convention.  Ohio has their state 
convention in May and next year’s dates are May 15-17, 2020.  Ohio has a Multiple District Secretary 
who is critical in making the convention run smooth as well as all the day-to-day functioning of the 
office operations for the state.  In other words, the MDS is integral to the success of the CC and state 
Lions operations.  We also have a Multiple District Treasurer who handles the financial activities.  Of 
course, we have our DGs, International family, committee chairs, etc., who are also instrumental for 
the success of our Ohio Lions, Lioness and Leos. 

 The CC is also looking at membership numbers as a state, district, and club.  The CC works with 
the Global Membership Team (GMT) to promote recruiting and retaining members.  The Global 
Membership Team (GMT) provides a global structure for membership development which is 
continuous, focused, and integrated.  All of us need to continue to work on adding new members this 
year and retaining our current members.  It would be great to lead Ohio in members for 2019-2020! 

 There are many things that are too detailed to go into but the rewards of being CC are 
numerous especially the people you meet and interact with on this journey.  In a nutshell, the CC is 
part of the Lions state office team who works diligently for the Lions of Ohio.  

 This is a quick overview of the CC responsibilities but I am always willing to answer questions if 
anyone has them.  My email is:  LMHYOYO@AOL.COM and my phone number is Home (937) 236-5254 
or Cell (937) 609-6594.  I am so thankful to have the opportunity to serve our state as CC! 

 

CC/IPDG Lydia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE OHIO LIONS GAZETTE 

Council of Governors Meeting, November 2, 2019 
 
 
 The second Council of Governors Meeting was held Saturday, November 2, 2019 at the state 
office in Grove City.  Committee chairmen were in attendance to provide updates on what is 
happening in their committees.  Each committee is very busy.  They are actively working to improve 
our districts and state.  As Lions and clubs, the committee members are available to speak at your 
meetings to provide detailed information on what they do and how they can help.  Don’t be afraid to 
invite them to your meetings to find out more about them. 
 The Compliance committee has provided updated information to the district representatives 
and it is available to all clubs.  Please ensure you are filing with the IRS and Ohio Attorney General each 
year.  PCC Dave Risen has been in meetings recently with the IRS and Ohio Attorney General and fines 
are going up for not filing and staying up to date. 
 The Winter Retreat early bird deadline is fast approaching in December.  Get signed up now for 
a great event at Deer Creek State park January 17-19.  There will be seminars available, fun events, 
food, etc., in a casual environment. 
 The Constitution and By-Laws committee is accomplishing several housekeeping changes to the 
constitution and by-laws.  This will keep the documents in line with what the Ohio Lions are doing. 
 State convention is May 15-17 in Columbus, Ohio where we will be celebrating our 100th year as 
Ohio Lions.  This will be an action packed, fun-filled three-day event.  Plan on being there!  Saturday 
will be a large party highlighting our 100 years! 
 Lions International has proposed raising dues by $3 with the ability to automatically raise them 
each year.  This will be voted on at the International Convention in Singapore.  Additional information 
will be provided soon. 
 The COG voted to support PID Fabricio Oliveira of Brazil as 3VP candidate at International 
Convention in Singapore. 
 The Global Membership Team has authored a list of items for retention that can be used by all 
the Lions.  They also suggested that exit interviews be conducted for members resigning and are 
working on a process that everyone can use.  Getting new members are important.  The Ohio Plan is a 
great tool to utilize.  There is an updated training briefing that includes retention that is available and is 
being added under GMT on the state website. 
 Peace Posters are due to the district governors from clubs by November 15 and the winning 
district poster is due to the Ohio Lions state office no later than December 1. 
 State Leos have a state Leos contest going on to design a state of Ohio Leos pin. 
 The district governors are very busy working in their districts and the Lions of Ohio are 
accomplishing many service activities and raising funds to help those in need. 
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IMPORTANT COMPLIANCE INFORMATION FOR OHIO LIONS CLUBS 
 
IRS REQUIREMENTS: 
 
 
All Lions Clubs are exempt from federal income tax under IRS Code Section 501(c)(4). 
However, it must be noted that the IRS requires that an informational return be filed 
annually for all Lions clubs. This filing can be Form 990-N (e-Postcard), Form 990-EZ, or 
Form 990 depending on the gross revenue the club received during its fiscal year. The club’s 
gross revenue is the total amount it received from all sources, subtracting any costs or 
expenses during its fiscal year. A Lions club may file the return as soon as the fiscal year ends. 
For clubs using the standard fiscal year they must file after June 30th but before November 
15th.  
 
For clubs with annual Goss Revenue of less than $50,00.00 the IRS Form required is the Form 
990-N (e-Postcard) and must be filed electronically. For clubs with annual Gross Revenue of 
$50,000.00 to $200,000.00 the IRS Form 990-Z is required and can be filed electronically or in 
paper format. For clubs with annual gross income of more than $200,000.00 must file Form 
990 and can be filed electronically or in paper format. 
 
The IRS is by law required to revoke the tax exemption status of any organization that fails to 
meet the filing requirement for three consecutive years. All fund-raising activities would 
become income-taxable events. 
 
If you need a tax form or instructional booklet you can obtain them from the IRS website at 
www.irs.gov. In addition, Lions Clubs International through its website at www.lionsclubs.org 
also provides instructions and examples for filling all 990 returns. 
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL REGISTRATION & FILING: 
 
All Ohio Chartered Lions Clubs should be registered with the Ohio Attorney General through is 
Chartable Law Section. Once registration is completed the Ohio Attorney General Chartable 
Law Section will notify each club when it needs to file additional reports. Annual Reports are 
based on each club’s estimated gross income. The initial registration should be filed before 
engaging in any sale or donation request during the fiscal year. If annual reports are needed, 
they will be due on the same day as the IRS file deadline of November 15th for clubs using 
the standard fiscal year. 
 
The registrations and filing with the Ohio Attorney General Chartable Law Section must be 
completed online. Go to www.Ohio.gov and next click on the link towards the top of the page 



 

THE OHIO LIONS GAZETTE 

“Our State Government” and next click on the link. In the middle of the page titled “Attorney 
General” and next click the link towards the bottom under services “Chartable Registration” 
and finally click on the box “File Online” and sign in and follow the instructions. 
 
 There is a “Chartable Registration User Guide” and a “List of Questions Asked” available to 
review prior to any online registration and filing. For the initial registration you will need to know 
the club’s EIN (Employer Identification Number). The recommended NTEE-CC code to use is 
“S-80” for Community Service Organizations. Additional documents such as articles of 
incorporation, bylaws, IRS exemption letter (which is available on the Lions State website and 
many District websites) will need to be uploaded or mailed to the Ohio Attorney General 
Chartable Law Section. If any questions are needed to be answered please contact the Ohio 
Attorney General Chartable Law Section at 614-466-3180. 
 
If any questions or concerns arise please contact your District Compliance Committee Member 
or your District Governor team. The State Compliance Committee, which is now a standing 
State Multiple District committee, was formed to both keep current with IRS and Ohio Attorney 
General registration and filing status with Ohio Lions Club’s and Foundations along with 
focusing on compliance matters, laws and statues. Additionally, this committee, through its 
District Compliance Committee member, are tasked in support of its District club’s and 
Foundations in assisting with all compliance matters. 
 
PCC David Risen 
Chairman 
State Compliance Committee 
Cell-614-212-3488 
Email: drisen@insight.rr.com 
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What’s happening at the International Level: 

International Director Steve Thornton Hello Ohio. 

 

It’s been a busy two months since the last newsletter article. I had the honor of speaking at the charter 
night for the new Galion United Lions Club. What a great group of Lions, they will be doing a lot in their 
community.  

In early October, the International Board met for its first full meeting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. What 
a great place to visit. If you like mountains, this is the place to be. We were in the Tetons and got to 
visit Yellowstone after the four days of meetings were over. 

At the board meeting, a wide variety of topics were discussed and some changes were made or 
proposed. Much of my committee’s discussion dealt with leadership development and training. One 
idea proposed to help with leadership development is to not allow a PDG to serve as a zone chair. The 
idea being, this would push districts to look at others for the position, and not rely on the PDG’s to fill 
in so many places. It’s only an idea at this point, but will likely be talked about more in the future. 

The big story from the meeting will be the proposed dues increase on the international level. It asks for 
a $3.00 increase, beginning in July 2021. The following year, there would be a dues adjustment, based 
in U.S. inflation rates, of 1.5% to 3% maximum. The $3.00 increase works out to .25 per month, so it’s 
not a big issue. This will be voted upon by the delegates at the International Convention. 

Becky and I attended the Lakemore Lions Charter anniversary celebration a couple of weeks ago. I 
served as the guiding Lion for the club, so it holds a special place for me. They celebrated three years of 
service to the community. 

Our own club, Wooster Noon, celebrates it’s 92nd this week. Dover will hold their 75th in December. 

Last, but certainly not least, thanks to all the veterans for their service to our country. And, thanks to 
those veterans who are Lions and continue to serve. 

 

ID Steve 

 



 

THE OHIO LIONS GAZETTE 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

OH 1DG Don Wiechart 

 

 
 

 



 

THE OHIO LIONS GAZETTE 

OH2 

DG Kenny Schuck  

OH2 Article for the MD Newsletter       November 2019 

 

    This year OH2 is using a new format for our Zone Meetings. Instead of the different committees and 
foundations presenting information and requests for support, we are having workshops. For first round 
of meetings District GST Sandra Best worked with those Lions in attendance on brain storming new 
service projects and prioritizing them. She worked with our members in determining how their clubs 
current projects fit within the LCI pillars of service, and were their clubs could develop projects to fill in 
short falls. For example many clubs don’t have projects related to Childhood Cancer. 284 Lions 
attended the first round of meetings. The second round will be devoted to new member recruitment 
and retention. They will be conducted by the OH2 GMT Chair Tim Kershner or GMT member Tod Kelly 
along with 1VDG Kerry Parker. The February Zone meetings will focus on club leadership and 
development. 

   The OH2 Pediatric Cancer Chair and Zone 2 Chair Mona DiCesare along with the Fostoria Lions hosted 
the OH2 STEPS Walk and 5K on September 29th. With money still coming in from club donations, the 
District has more than doubled its fund raising efforts from the past year. 

    The new Galion United Lions Club members are demonstrating how to grow a club through 
partnerships. At their Charter Night, newly sworn in President John Lizotte announced that he 
expected the 22 member club to double in size with in a month. At this time the club has only officially 
recruited 7 more, however many more are in the process of filling out membership applications. 
Through forming a partnership with the Galion Friends of the Library to assist the library in their 
activities, the Lions Club is recruiting the Friends of the Library to join Lions. Through partnering with 
other organizations we may not always get new members but we can get greater help in our own 
service projects. 

 

OH2 DG Kenny Schuck 
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OH3 

DG Josie Prokop                                                                                                                                               \ 

Cabinet Members: 

As you know, The District is planning a Hunger Service Project for our District Convention.  I would like 
to work with Rise Against Hunger “RAH” (the organization that was used at the International Convention 
in Milan).  The goal is to have our District feed over 10,000 people from the work done at the convention.  
Obviously, this will cost money and I am waiting for a final figure from RAH, which I will pass along.  Cost 
of the meals ranges from $.31-.34 depending on the number of meals packaged.  We will not be 
committing to a quantity until two weeks before the event. 

Malley’s Candy bars.   

They are sold for $1.00 per bar.  The amount we receive is based on a sliding scale (but we are looking 
at the largest percentage of 50 cents per bar).  Region Chair James volunteered to head distribution and 
accountability.  All funds raised would be given to CT/PDG Carol.  Cost to the District = nothing!  Profits 
depends on your sweet tooth.  I would like to start selling candy as soon as possible and end the sales at 
the end of February. 

We estimated that if $3700 will fully fund an excess of 10,000 meals, we would need to sell 7400 bars 
(seems a daunting task).  Currently, we have 1468 members in our District.  If each member purchased 
a single candy bar each month from now through February, we would sell 7340 bars!  Not as daunting 
as it looked. 

Please contact any of the District’s Executive Officers to purchase your candy bars. 

       District Governor Josie Prokop 

       DG Josie Prokop 

       OH 3 Lions 
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State Committees: 

Alert  Lion Mark Rafeld alert@ohiolions.org  

Building Trustees  PDG Jay Carey buildingtrustee@ohiolions.org  

Coffey Fellowship  PID Steve Sherer   

Compliance  PCC Dave Risen compliance@ohiolions.org  

Constitution & By-Laws  PDG Nick Schmunk constitution_bylaws@ohiolions.org  

Finance & Planning  PDG David Luttrell  f_p@ohiolions.org   

Global Leadership Team * PDG Jay Carey glt@ohiolions.org  

Global Membership Team * PDG Dana Zody gmt@ohiolions.org  

Global Service Team * PCC Ron Keller gst@ohiolions.org  

International Convention  Lion Merle Dutt ic@ohiolions.org  

International Relations  Lion Glen Bowman ir@ohiolions.org  

LCIF * PCC Betty Robbins lcif@ohiolions.org                                                  

Liaisons  PDG Earl Strawn liaisons@ohiolions.org  

Lions Quest * PDG Sheryl Schlater quest@ohiolions.org  

Marketing & Communications  Lion Bill Sisco mc@ohiolions.org  

Ohio Centennial Celebration  PDG Micheal Gibbs centennial@ohiolions.org  

Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation  CC Lydia Houser olerf@ohiolions.org  

Ohio Lions Foundation  PDG Gary Garret olf@ohiolions.org  

Ohio Lions Pediatric Cancer Foundation  PDG Dave Stockum olpcf@ohiolions.org  

Sight & Hearing  Lion Lilane Fox sight_hearing@ohiolions.org  

State Convention  PDG John Davis sc@ohiolions.org  

Winter Retreat  PDG John Davis wr@ohiolions.org  

Youth  PCC Darlene Roll youth@ohiolions.org  

Email sent to the addresses listed above will be forwarded to the appropriate committee chair or contact person 
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 *************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

Don’t delay – register today!!! 
 

 

 

Informational  

and  

Fun sessions! 

      OHIO LIONS 
 WINTER RETREAT 
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MD 13 Ohio Lions Clubs Centennial Celebration 
OHIO LIONS WINTER RETREAT 

Deer Creek State Park 
January 17-19, 2020 

Games * Entertainment * Fellowship 
General Sessions * Lion Sessions * Fun/Educational Sessions 

AND MORE! 

The 2020 Ohio Lions Winter Retreat information and Registration Forms are available online at 
www.ohiolions.org . 

REGISTRATION 

Full registration paid by December 1, 2019 will be $120.00. Full registrations December 2, 2019 - 
January 4, 2020 will be $140.00. No registrations will be accepted after January 5, 2020. Make all 
checks payable to: “THE OHIO LIONS” and specify LIONS WINTER RETREAT in the memo line. 
Return your check and the registration form to: Ohio Lions, 4074 Hoover Rd., Grove City, OH 43123; 
or Fax: 614-539-5055; or Email: lionsoffice@ohiolions.org.; or use your credit card and go to 
www.ohiolions.org & use PayPal. 

Hotel Reservations 

Hotel reservations must be made through the hotel at http://www.deercreekstateparklodge.com or by 
phone 1-800-282-7275. Room reservations prior to November 30, 2019 may be made by requesting 
the Ohio Lions group rate of $105.00*/night plus tax with 1 to 4 persons per room. After November 
30th the room rate may increase. The State Office will not accept hotel reservations or room deposits. 

All registered Lions will receive a 2020 Commemorative Winter Retreat pin, a 2020 Deer Creek dangler 
and can attend a birthday party to celebrate Ohio Lions 100th birthday on Saturday night.  

The eleventh annual Ohio Lions Winter Retreat will soon be here. Lions who want to become a 
“Guiding Lion” can earn their certificate. We are also planning bachelor and master’s degree sessions 
for Lions University. Other sessions will be starting a new club on the moon, learning from a 
millennial, PDG A. J.'s Crochet Corner, the ins and outs of LCI’s website and much more. 

This year attendees can commit to LCI’s global causes, “Helping Hands”. They will show the world their 
commitment with their handprint to support one or more of the five causes, Diabetes, Vision, Hunger, 
Environment and Childhood Cancer. A picture will be taken and posted to the Lions website. The 
4:00 pm session will be a joint session where all the attendees will make blankets to be distributed to 
the hospitals by the Ohio Lions Pediatric Cancer Foundation Committee. 

Besides fun, great food and educational sessions…………. Don’t miss this once in a lifetime event. 

SAVE $20.00 PER PERSON BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2019**      MAKE IT A FAMILY WEEKEND! 
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Dear Lion, 

Please remember that all Lions clubs, districts and multiple districts that have annual gross 

receipts less than US$50,000 and do not have to file Forms 990 or 990-EZ must file the e-

Postcard (also known as 990-N). If your Lions club, district or multiple district has a foundation, 

which is a separate legal entity, the appropriate form will need to be filed as well. 

Please view the document at the link below for important information regarding your annual tax 

filing obligation. Thank you! 

 

  

GET MORE INFO
 

 
 

Kindest regards, 

Legal Division 

Lions Clubs International 

 

 

 

November is Diabetes Awareness Month 

Diabetes can lead to serious diseases affecting the heart and blood vessels, eyes, 

kidneys, nerves and teeth. In most high-income countries, diabetes is a leading cause of 

cardiovascular disease, blindness, kidney failure, and lower limb amputation. It is 

expected to affect 629 million adults by 2045.  

Things to Remember: If you are overweight, set a goal to lose a small amount of weight to 

prevent or delay type 2 diabetes. Make healthy food choices and find ways to reduce your 

portion sizes. Let your doctor or health care team know you want to find ways to be active 
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each day. If you have trouble moving, ask about safe ways you can be more active. Find out 

what services your health insurance plan covers to prevent or delay type 2 diabetes. 

********************************************************************************************************** 

 

A Look at the District and Club Community Impact Grant Program 

 

Last year LCIF started the District and Club Community Impact Grant Program (DCG) 
giving the districts and clubs the ability to utilize some of the funding that they donate to 
LCIF.  Districts and clubs that qualify are eligible to apply for a grant equal to 15% of 
their total contributions in the fiscal year (excluding donations to Disaster Relief and 
Restricted funds.) 

A club can qualify for a DCG by contributing a minimum of $5,000 to LCIF’s 
Empowering Service fund.  A club’s donations are the cumulative figures of the members 
and the club’s donations for the year.  Districts must contribute a minimum of $10,000 to 
the Empowering Service fund and their donations are from any club that does not reach 
the $5,000 minimum and donations that the district itself makes.  If a club so desires, they 
may transfer their funds to the district for its use.  Donations to the Disaster Relief fund 
or Restricted funds are not included in the contributions. 

Once the fiscal year is over, the funds are available for specific humanitarian activities 
for the communities or districts.  Like all other grants the project must be approved.  To 
allow for adequate processing time, applications for these grants should be submitted to 
LCIF 90 days prior to the project commencement. Applications submitted by districts 
must by signed by the current district governor and must be certified by a resolution by 



 

THE OHIO LIONS GAZETTE 

the current district cabinet.  Likewise, a club’s application must be signed by the current 
club president and be certified by resolution by the current club board. 

It is not necessary to use these funds the next fiscal year, there will be a 15-year window 
for the use of these funds and if the clubs and districts continue to make the required 
donations to the Empowering Service fund, these amounts will transfer to the next fiscal 
year and continue to accumulate. 

These DCG’s can be used for new matching grants, but they cannot be used for existing 
grants or grants that have already been approved. 

What projects might your clubs and districts be considering?  Is a LCIF grant in your 
plans? 

Yours in Lionism, 

MDC PCC Betty Robbins 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

 

OHIO LIONS SIGHT AND HEARING FOUNDATION 
 
The Ohio Lions Sight and Hearing Foundation is a charity available to all Lions Clubs in the state of Ohio, 
Multiple District 13. The main goal of our Foundation is to help provide funds for those medical 
services that are beyond the limits of local Lions Clubs or District Foundations related to eyes and ears.  
 
Lions are famous for our focus on sight preservation and assistance to those with sight impairment. 
Our goal is to help those who fall beyond the scope of government programs, can’t afford their 
deductibles or coinsurance, or possibly do not have any medical insurance coverage. In addition, some 
treatments are not typically covered by insurance such as vision therapy and hearing aids.   Individuals 
whose income is at or below 200% of current Federal Poverty Levels are eligible to apply for assistance.  
One in three residents in Ohio fall within this income level. 
 
Our medical directors will review all applications, medical necessity of treatments, and consult with the 
applicant’s surgeon, as needed, to choose the best option for treatment. As there are limits for the aid 
available, we will negotiate the lowest cost for treatment, and no treatment will be allowed without 
prior consultation. Each case will be considered on an individual basis.   
 
Examples of procedures we will consider providing financial help for are: 

 corneal transplants, 
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 cataract surgery, 
 laser eye treatments, 
 other approved eye surgeries, 
 assistance with purchase of special, expensive eyeglasses and vision equipment, 
 and hearing aids. 

 
All inquiries are to be sponsored by a Lions Club, Zone or District. The sponsor should help the 
individual complete the application, coordinate with the District Sight and Hearing Chair, and 
contribute towards the care needed, if possible.   
 
The Foundation will NOT consider: 

 Purchase of ordinary glasses or exams. These can be provided by local Lion Clubs or through our 
partnership with Prevent Blindness Ohio. 

 Any treatment already received.  All cases MUST have prior approval by the Board. 
 We will only pay out of state doctors within 50 miles of the Ohio border, and typically in cases 

when those providers are the closest available for some of our rural Ohio areas. 
 We will not provide funds for anything covered and paid by the individual’s own insurance. 

 
The Foundation accepts donations from individuals, businesses, and Lions Clubs, and all donations are 
tax deductible.  Please work with Board members in your District for donations and applications for 
assistance.  Members are: 

 OH-1 PDG Bill Niejadlik 
 OH-2 PCC Greg Hess, Assistant PDG Sonny Barker 
 OH-3 Robert Platt 
 OH-4 Ray Dellmore, Secretary 
 OH-5 Kathy Cosgray, Assistant Bob Medley 
 OH-6 Judy Hacker 
 OH-7 Lilane Fox, Chairman, Assistant PDG Barb Bachman 
 Treasurer, PDG Neil Sheeley 

 
Please consider the Sight and Hearing Foundation when your club is making 
contributions. 
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Lions of MD13 we are about to start the second half of the Lions year and it is also the 100th year of 
Lions in Ohio with that said let us make it the best year we can. 
 
With that being said I would like to address a subject that is very important to the Lions in MD 13. That 
subject is member retention. Here in Ohio we have been dropping members with a lot of regularity. 
We need to figure out why we are losing members. One reason that we cannot do anything about is 
Deaths 
 
Other reasons are that they are just leaving. It is something we need to get a handle on and see if we 
can slow it down and then stop it if possible. If the club has a lion leaves due to a job change and 
having to move to another area. Try to get them associated with another club to join in the new area. 
 
Here are some other things to look at if your club is loosing members. 
Do the Community needs assessment. 
 This should help incoming up with new service projects to attract new members and  retain 
seasoned members by getting projects they would like to work on. 
Do a membership satisfaction survey. 
 One can be found in the back of the Membership satisfaction guide. ME-301 
Good orientation 
 Do new member orientation soon after they join the club. Then you should do a short 
 orientation at monthly meetings to help the new members refreshed along with keeping 
 our seasoned members refreshed. 
Keep them involved 
 Keep them involved in service projects that they are enthused about. To find them ask  the 
new members what they think a good service project would be.  Then ask them if  they would 
like to chair it. 
Listen to the members  
 See what new service and money making projects they think would be good. Don’t tell  them 
we have done that and it failed. Maybe it was due to poor planning or was not  need at that time. 
Things change and needs change. 
Be flexible in attendance at meetings. 
 Other family and activities do come up.   
 Attendance at fundraisers and service projects are as important as attending regular 
 meetings if there are any problems getting to regular meetings 
New members with children 
 Involve the children in activities and meetings. Maybe you can get the older youth to do 
 activities for the younger in another room.    Lions Family Cub program MPFM34 9/09 
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Don’t push them out 
 Don’t ignore them by not listening, not letting them do things, don’t ignore them 
With older members 
 
Don’t burn them out. But don’t ignore them there is always a job they can do. 
 
New members and seasoned member need to feel needed. 
 
There is no real order to do these things just do them as your club feels they are needed. 
 For more information contact your District GMT Coordinators 
 
PDG Dana Zody 
MD 13 GMT Coordinator. 
************************************************************************ 

Savannah Lions 
2020 Indianapolis 500 Raffle 

$25.00 Per Ticket Entry 
Winner Receives Two (2) Tickets & Parking Pass to  

May 24, 2020 Indianapolis 500 Mile Race 

Winning Ticket Drawn: Friday, March 13, 2020 

Winner Does Not Need Be Present To Win 

To Enter: See a Savannah Lions Club Member to Buy Your Chance to Win 

Cash Only:  Sorry no checks or credit for Purchase 

 

************************************************************************************ 

Who – West Liberty Lions Club, OH-1 
What – Ham & Turkey Raffle 
When – Monday, November 18th at 7:00 PM 
Where – West Liberty Fire Department, 201 N. Detroit St., West Liberty, OH 43357 
Details - Door prizes, $50 cash raffle prizes, and of course whole hams and turkeys! Bring the 
family—it's a good time! 
 
Contact – westliblions@gmail.com for more information 
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Let the World Know About Your Service 

The 2019-2020 Lions year is in full swing, and Lions are off to an amazing start! Now’s the time take a 

moment and make sure you’ve reported your service activities. 

Reporting service is beneficial for clubs, districts and Lions everywhere. Here’s why: 

  

1 Showcases the specific ways Lions are making a difference in their communities 

  

2 Highlights what resources and support Lions might need from their association 

  

3 Provides exposure to potential partners, helping attract funding and support 

  

4 When Lions report service, they become eligible for service awards 

  

Ready to report your service? Click on the button below to begin. If you still have questions, take a look 

at the FAQs below. 

 

REPORT YOUR SERVICE  

  

 

3 Service Reporting Questions and Answers 

Q: Do I always have to plan an activity before it can be reported? 

A: No. If you are a reporting officer, you can enter an activity in the past and report the numbers all at 

one time. 

Q: What is the deadline for reporting service? 

A: All service activities for this year must be reported by July 15, 2020. However, the sooner you report, 

the better. Reporting your service right away ensures you won’t forget later on and will save you time at 

the end of the year. 

Q: Can anyone else assist the club with reporting service? 

A: Yes. If your district or multiple district has assigned a district or multiple district administrator, then 

those administrators can report service on behalf of clubs in their respective areas. 
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********************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 
 
 
 

The purpose of the Ohio Lions Traveling Tent Project is to assist Ohio Lions Clubs with 
providing information about Lions Clubs International and especially their local club activities in 
their communities. It’s also to help with recruiting of new members and even hoping to get 
some former members to return to Lions. 
 
An experienced Ohio Lion will come to your event with signs and handouts (and a tent if it’s 
outside) to help visitors better understand what being a Lion is all about. He will answer 
questions about Lions Clubs International and the local Lions Clubs activities and what they do 
to help their local community and the world. 
 
A few things to know: 
 
1. Visits are scheduled on a first come, first served basis. 
2. Any club that requests a Traveling Tent visit for their event must cover expenses related to 
the visit. Examples are: parking fees, space rental, tickets, and if the request is for multiple 
days the lodging of the Traveling Tent Lion. 
3. Clubs are requested to either have a club member assist the Traveling Tent Lion to answer 
questions about the local club (dues, meeting days/times, and local activities) or provide an 
information sheet with those details to be handed out. 
 
To discuss the Traveling Tent Project further and arrange for us to attend your club's recruiting 
event, local festival, or other event please contact: 
 
PDG Dean Carruthers 
Call 567-525-2582 between the times of 9:00 AM and 11:00 PM 
Please leave a message if PDG Dean cannot answer immediately 
Or email at: bigb31353@gmail.com 
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*********************************************************************************************************** 
Application for Advertisement Space in the 100th Annual Ohio Lions State Convention Commemorative 
Program 

 Please reserve space for us in the 100th Annual Ohio Lions State Convention Commemorative 
Program. We understand that acceptance of this contract and advertising space is subject to the 

approval of the Ohio Lions Inc. and that the Convention Host Committee is not responsible for errors or 
omissions beyond reasonable diligence and control. Copy of advertisement or camera ready copy is 

herewith submitted with payment no later than March 15, 2020.  

RATES  

Business Card Advertisement (2 ½” x 2” horizontal – black & white)..$25.00  

Fourth Page Advertisement (5”x2” horizontal – black & white)…………..$50.00  

Half Page Advertisement (5”x4” horizontal – black & white).....…………$75.00  

Full Page Advertisement (5”x8” vertical – black & white).......………….$100.00  

Full Page Advertisement (5”x8” vertical – Full Color)Inside Front……..$125.00 

 Full Page Advertisement (5”x8” vertical – Full Color)Inside Back……..$125.00 

 Full Page Advertisement (5”x8” vertical – Full Color)Back Page……....$150.00 

All checks & money orders payable to OHIO LIONS INC. Please specify on the memo line that the 
payment is for a Convention Program Advertisement. Enclosed is a check or money order in the 
amount of $_____________covering full payment for our advertisement. Name/Company/Club: 
__________________________________District ________ Address: 
___________________________________________________________ City: 
_____________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________ Phone: (______) 
___________________ E-mail: ___________________________ 
________________________________________________ ________________ Authorized Signature 
Date  

Send this form, payment and camera ready advertisement to: PDG Jim Ferritto 178 East Parkway, 
Madison, Ohio 44057 440-223-6138 james.ferritto1955@gmail.com Ads will be reproduced as close to 
the artwork that is provided. Printer will use discretion if necessary to improve the quality. Please 
provide email address if you would like to see a proof ________________ Thank you for your support! 

 

************************************************************************************ 
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USA/Canada Leo Leadership Foundation, Inc. “Proudly serving the Leos of Constitutional Area 1 & 2” PABLO M. 
ROMANO President & Founder September 4, 2019 Dear Lions of Constitutional Area 1 & 2: As we start our 
second century of service, we are investing in the future of Lions Clubs—our Leos. Our Leo Club Program started 
here in the United States almost sixty years ago and today continues to flourish with more than 7,000+ clubs 
worldwide, 175,000 Leos in 145 countries. Just last year, Leo Clubs completed 24,038 projects. These clubs have 
served many people, and they are not stopping anytime soon. We have united to encourage and inspire our 
Leos to be the great change we need for Lions’ continued success. Our vision is to empower and further educate 
our Leos in areas of leadership and community engagement/development. With that said, Leo advocates 
gathered to form the USA/Canada Leo Leadership Forum. This Forum is the first of its kind in our Constitutional 
Area. 

 A Forum organized for Leos by Leos. From all over the United States, Canada, and Multiple District 60 “Islands of 
the Caribbean” and other affiliated territories, our Leos share a common set of values. They serve with 
enthusiasm, constantly striving to make positive, sustainable change to our communities. They inspire their 
peers and share their talents with those in need. They make an impact on our Lions and reinvigorate our lifetime 
commitment to serve in this organization. These values give our Leos the power to make a profound impact, and 
with “LIONS” on their side there can be no limit. Our Leo Leadership Forum will provide Leos with various 
workshops in leadership, public speaking, community development, etc. These workshops will be developed by 
experts in the subject and co-facilitated by Leo leaders. At the completion of the Leo Leadership Forum, our Leos 
will receive their High School Degree. Moreover, we will offer fun activities so Leos can inspire and learn from 
each other and later bring home their newfound knowledge and share it with their clubs. This forum aims to 
make a demonstrated commitment to our Leos, who we believe are the future of Lions. We hope you may 
consider donating any amount to our Foundation. Your generous donation will help our Foundation forward our 
mission of better supporting our Leos through our annual Leo Leadership Forum. As a sign of our appreciation, 
all donors will be recognized with a club patch or forum pin. 

 Yours in Lionism, PABLO M. ROMANO INGRID ANDREWS-CAMPBELL President Secretary 
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Happy Holidays to all Ohio Lions! 

Next Newsletter will be sent out in January 

Deadline for the articles will be January 2nd, 2020 at 12 noon. 

 

 


