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     Is it really November?  The first four months of this Lions year have flown by! 

      We give thanks for all that we have, our families, our health, our homes, our freedom, and everything 
that we can do for those less fortunate than ourselves.  As we are about to enter the “Season of Giving,” 
We Lions do not have one Season, as we give of our services and talents all year long, to those in need!   

      In the last newsletter article, I mentioned Hurricane Harvey and Irma and the devastation that was 
caused to the areas of Texas and Florida. Then another hurricane hit Puerto Rico and did more major 
damage.  After all of these hurricanes and the other natural disasters that have hit Japan, Mexico, and 
the United States, LCIF has been distributing millions of dollars in disaster relief.  Immediate Past 
President Chancellor Bob Corlew, sent an email recently asking all clubs to consider making a year-end 
donation to LCIF.  IPIP Corlew, reported that LCIF’s goal this year was US$50 million, and they have 
received less than a third of this amount.  IPIP Corlew also stated that as of November 1, 2017, 
Constitutional Area 1, had already received US$3,118,757 in grant funding this year, however, 
Constitutional Area 1 has only contributed US$2,410,308.  As you can see, they are approximately 
$708,500 short of what has been paid out.  LCIF cannot continue making disaster relief donations 
without our support.  Please ask your club to consider making another donation to LCIF to help support 
the ongoing requests for assistance in our country.        

      The Liaison Committee reported we have five (5) individuals who have submitted their names and 
letters of support, to seek the endorsement of the Ohio Lions as our candidate for International Director 
at the International Convention in Las Vegas.  The Lions who have submitted their names are: OH1-PDG 
Michael Gibbs, OH2-PCC Forrest “Woody” Conrad, OH3-PCC Steve Thornton, OH4-PCC David Gauch, 
and OH5-PCC Ben Cosgray.  One of these men will receive Ohio’s endorsement at the State Convention 
in May.  Good Luck to All! 

      Speaking of the State Convention, the State Convention will be held the weekend of May 18- 20, 
2018 at the Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin.   We will “kick-off” the weekend with a Tailgate 
Party on Friday evening and our Auction to support the USA/Canada Forum, which we the Ohio Lions are 
hosting next year. Saturday, will be the business meeting and elections, please plan on attending and 
voting for your candidate for our next International Director.  More to come on the convention as it 
materializes! 
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      In September the USA/Canada Forum was held in Portland, Oregon, with 70 plus Ohioans working 
the registration booth and promoting our state.  While there “Team Ohio” registered 606 individuals for 
next year’s forum.  In October, the Forum Committee came to Columbus and met with Team Ohio and 
under the direction of Coach (PCC) Ron Keller, started preparing for “Building Teams Through 
Leadership.”   We hope to have between 2,000 – 2,500 Lions from the US and Canada in Columbus and 
we need many volunteers to help with all the various committees to make this a huge success for our 
state.  Save the dates September 20-22, 2018! 

      Hoping everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed and Safe Holiday Season.                                                    
Council Chair Betty Robbins    

 
 USA/CANADA Lions Leadership Forum  
September 20-22, 2018  
Columbus, Ohio  
The Forum Host Committee and the Forum Committee met in Columbus, Ohio on Friday, October 27th. 
The Forum Committee arrived from all over the United States and Canada on Wednesday, October 25th 
and spent till Sunday, October 29th meeting and visiting the City of Columbus with the help of Host 
Chairperson PCC Ron Keller and Lion Kitty Keller. They did a great job coordinating these 5 days for all 
the visiting dignitaries. On Friday, both committees met in their various areas of expertise and planned 
out the next year leading up to the Forum. This will be a great opportunity to promote Columbus, Ohio to 
thousands of Lions from all over the USA and Canada when they visit next September. This is a great 
opportunity to learn more about Lionism and to hear many great Motivational Speakers who will be 
featured. The Lions of Ohio will be hearing more about the Forum as we go through the next year. Please 
plan on attending! You will have a great time!  
Yours in Lionism,  
PDG Lion Jim Ferritto 
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Get your 2018 Forum Pin while supplies last!! 

Only $3 per pin or 2 for $5. 

To purchase your pin, see your MD13 Pin Coordinator: 

� OH-1 Lion PDG Bill Keller; 
� OH-2 Lion PDG Francis Hensel; 
� OH-3 Lion PDG Rob Murry; 
� OH-4 Lion DG Wayne Christen; 
� OH-5 Lion 2nd VDG Jackie Christensen; 
� OH-6 Lion 1st VDG Lydia Houser; or 
OH-7 Lion PDG Bill Schultz. 

Team Ohio – Portland Registration & Closing Ceremony AttiWinter  
 
 
Retreat Registration 
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Early Bird Special  

Please complete the registration form on www.ohiolions,org by December 1st and send it in with your 
payment or use the PayPal form. A completed form must be sent to the Ohio Lions State Office 
regardless of the method of payment you choose.  

Ohio Lions Winter Retreat 
January 12, 13, 14, 2018 Salt Fork State Park Resort Cambridge, OH 

 

 

Lions of Ohio 
 
 We are now 4 months into the Lions year. At this point in time each club should have put 
together a plan to have a new member night of your choice. If your club would like some help in doing 
this contact your District GMT Coordinator they would be glad to give you some assistance 
. 
  Another thing you could consider is doing a Healthy Club Assessment. This is a good way to find 
out what the members of your club think. This is something that a Zone chair might be willing to help 
with.  It would be a good idea to have a person outside of your club do the tabulation of the 
questionnaires then report back to the club. 
 
 These are ways that your club can get new members and retaining those you already have. 
 
If your club has a plan that gets new members and it works well let the rest of the clubs know what you 
are doing. It should not be that Lions are a well-kept secret.  
 
Have a great Holiday season.  
 
PDG Dana Zody 
MD 13 GMT Coordinator 
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WHY WE SHOULD GIVE TO PILOT DOGS 

 

Many times, we, along with the Allgoods were asked, “Isn’t it hard giving these dogs up?”  Of course, it 
is, but we do it because it is needed. I taught the Blind and Visually Impaired for 37 years, so I fully 

understand the need. We also wondered how these dogs are helping someone see a brighter future. Our 
wonders became known recently at Pilot Dog’s Tailgate Party.  The speaker that evening had Roxy, the 

Black Lab the Allgoods raised and trained.  Rocky was the brother raised by us.  We often took the litter 
mates to spend time with each other for socializing.  We also used each other for a support system. 

That evening there were Ohio Lions at the Party who know how emotional Roxy’s owner’s story was. She 
spoke of her story of losing her sight, not getting any help or hope from anyone, and how she and her 
husband found out about Pilot Dogs.  She received cane training and Orientation and Mobility from 
Pilot Dogs.  Then when it came time to meet Roxy, she went right up to her and licked her hand.  That’s 
when she knew she had her Guide Dog, saying, “That’s my girl.”  Roxy has become her best friend, 
enabling her to travel around the country for her job, run marathons as well as going anywhere she 
needs to go.  

And that is why we along with the many others are Pilot Puppy raisers who give their time and money to 
train, socialize and finally give them up. A Guide Dog restores hope for those who have lost all hope. It is 
also why so many of our Lions Clubs donate to help Pilot Dogs.  It takes funds to train the dogs to be 
placed and many people to puppy raise.  So, help where you can. You can encourage your clubs to give 
throughout the year. You can send in your own personal donation as well. Also, consider being a puppy 
raiser.  There are many stories out there from those individual Blind who have a Pilot Dog and how it 
enables them to be independent, but this one touched us more because we knew Roxy as well as other 
Lions of Ohio who knew her from many events and conventions.   

       Lion Marian Zickefoose 
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September 2017 

The Alexander Lions Club (OH7, Zone 7, Albany, Ohio) has completed the first of three Mini Food 
Pantries and placed it in the town of Shade, Ohio.  The mini food pantry was filled with non-perishable 
foods and other personal and home needs for residents to take as they need them, and the residents 
can add items to the pantry if they have extra to give.  The other two mini pantries will be placed in 
Albany and New Marshfield.  These three small villages lie in the heart of Southeast Ohio where many 
families find themselves struggling from time to time and they are not near the larger cities where the 
big food pantries are based. 

These mini food pantries are there to help people get through tough times they may encounter.  The 
Alexander Lions will check the pantries on a regular basis to see if they need refilled.  We are filling a 
need in these communities and have gotten several churches and local businesses to assist with the 
project.    
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As an active member club, the Northmont Lions Club commemorates an Englewood, Ohio Centennial 
Park Project with a Lions Centennial Heritage Project as a celebration milestone for the first 100 Years 
of Humane Community Service of the International Association of Lions Clubs 1917-2017 and the 
beginning celebration for the Ohio Division of Lions Clubs International 1920-2020. Project 
dedication date and time to be announced. 

 

The Park Bench is located adjacent to the Cypress Pointe Health Campus along the YMCA Bikeway 
between Route 40 and the Englewood Centennial Park (see location map and photos of the completed 
project).\\ 

It would be remiss not to mention the contribution of the Englewood Department of Parks and 
Recreation to the Lions Heritage Project for the location and concrete pad to which the park bench is 
anchored 

.  
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